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A history in common, a future in progress 
The Royal Commonwealth Society founded in 1868, is constituted by Royal Charter. A self funded, Not for 
Profit Society committed to improving the lives and prospects of Commonwealth citizens. Through youth 
empowerment, education and advocacy, the Royal Commonwealth Society promotes the value and the 
values of the Commonwealth. We champion human rights, democracy and sustainable development across 
the 53 member states which are intrinsically linked through their common history and shared values. 

Worldwide Patron: HM the Queen.  
Victoria Patron: Her Excellency the Honourable Linda Dessau AM, Governor of Victoria 

 
 

DINNER :    Thursday 13th JULY 

 

 
 
THEME:       Winter Solstice - Christmas in July - Your Choice 
 ATTIRE:     Gentlemen - Lounge Suit and Tie  – Ladies - Evening wear  
Format & Content : MC - Kenny Charisma will keep you entertained with a Midyear Trivia.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NB:   No dinner in AUGUST  -  PLEASE SUPPORT THE LUNCHEON 
DINNER CONTRIBUTION:  
Members $60 Guests $70         630pm - Pre Dinner drinks 

 Bookings are made by email or by leaving a message: PHONE: 9571 5688: 

NO LATER than 12 noon   FRIDAY 7th  July 2017 
 

LUNCHEON: 

Next:  Thursday 24th August 2017, Time: 12.00hr for 12.30hr 
Speaker: - Annette Allison OAM 
Topic: Royal Flying Doctor Service 
RSVP: by: Friday 18th AUGUST 2.00 PM   Cost: $45 00 members    $55.00 Guests 

All members and guests are most welcome: If members or guests have dietary requirements, please 
advise when making your booking. PLEASE DO NOT MAKE A BOOKING UNLESS YOU ARE SURE YOU 
AND YOUR GUESTS WILL BE ATTENDING. 
 A fee will apply for cancellation and no show bookings advised after 0900Hr on the Monday 



DINNER  and SHOW PROGRAM:  
June 2017 
 
A very successful evening. The feedback from Members and guests was very positive and the 
format maybe repeated next year, with more details on our Governors General becoming more 
relevant and more topical as they getter closer to our time. 
Thank you to Pera Wells, The Melbourne Shakespeare Society, ESU and the RCS for having the 
courage, the temerity to try something new. 
The Raffle was also well supported, which along with GG Program sales have provided needed 
funds to support our charity partners. 
Should you wish a copy of the program - booklet format, which is very informative on the GG's in 
office  1901 - 1927. Please let us know there are a few copies left @ $2. 
Photos next newsletter. 
 
July 2017 
 
An evening of fun. Trivia, Raffle good food and good conversation. 
The Raffle will include a First prize of a significant painting,  donation from Merridy Gee, along 
with other prizes that will delight and amaze.  
Please bring your spare change and support  your gift  giving programs, we rely heavily on your 
active generosity. 
 
LUNCHEONS:  
25th May 2017  
Loretta Simmons, a RCS member and well known presenter on Golden Days Radio did delight us 
with a talk about Queen Victoria,, the 180th Anniversary of her Accession to the 
throne on 20t June 1837, also 24th May her birthday; A very delightful and  wonderful luncheon 
AND  over 20 attended - well done!. 

 
 AUGUST 2017 

 

Annette Allison OAM 
Public Relations Manager, Royal Flying Doctor Service Victoria 

The next luncheon is on Thursday 24
th

 August. Annette Allison OAM  

Alison will give a presentation on The Royal Flying Doctor Service, being one of the largest and most comprehensive 
aeromedical organisations in the world, providing extensive primary health care and 24-hour emergency service to 

people over an area of 7.3 million square kilometres.  
 
Book now to not only support the RCS, your Society, and those who arrange the lunch but most importantly the 
speaker. 
It is becoming increasingly difficult to find good speakers as many noted speakers will not entertain the idea of 
speaking to a group of under 20 -30 persons so, please, do make sure you are one of the 20+ persons supporting the 
lunches. 
The last luncheon for the year will be on November 23

rd
 2017 where we will again be fortunate to have another noted 

speaker. 

Please put 24th August and 23rd  November in your Diary and support your Society. 

 
Every Member of the Society is most welcome to bring guests to the lunches as they are to the dinners which also 
require your support.  



WOMEN”S GROUP NEWS:  
The Committee Members are pleased to welcoming all members to the lunches which they organise.  The Committee 
Members also look forward to working with you all to raise funds for the Society’s Charitable giving. 
Elisabeth is currently away on Commonwealth Womens Network issues and will also be visiting RCS Canada. 
For queries about the Women’s Group, and for information about fund-raising please contact Elisabeth Newman;  
ph: 9699 9170 or email: elisabeth_mn@hotmail.com. 

CHARITABLE GIVING 

A special effort (raffle) is planned for the July Dinner. Wonderful prizes, please support. 

*********************************************************************************** 

COMMONWEALTH MEMBER NEWS: 

Australia.  
RCS Australia NEM - National Executive Meeting Adelaide. 5-7 May 2017 

 RCS South Australia Branch hosted the annual National Executive Meeting 
(NEM) of Australian branches with speakers, discussion sessions, and entertainment including a reception at 

Government House, a tour of Parliament House, afternoon tea with the Deputy Lord Mayor, a multi-faith celebration...  
 

For the full transcript,  Please go to:  http://www.thercs.org and  www.thercs.org/international-
network/pacific/ 

 

The following appointments were made  to enhance the advancement of RCS in Australia, Youth involvement in RCS's 
Charitable, Educational, Cultural Projects, and to ensure that RCS internationally we are in common agreement and 

understanding with RCS Australian Branches of how to communicate our Commonwealth Values & Vision. 
 

Youth Co-ordinator, Australia: Jack Milne 

Jack Milne is an adviser to the Vice President of the Commonwealth Youth Council, where he is 

facilitating a campaign, #IAmAble, championing the engagement of young people with disabilities across the 

Commonwealth. He is also a 'focal point' for a working group with International Disability Alliance. In 2016, Jack 

represented Australian youth at the Common Purpose leadership programme, 33Sixty, in Scotland. In October 

he attended the RCS Youth Meeting and, on behalf of RCS Victoria Branch, the RCS International Branches 

Meeting in London. 

Jack completed his Masters Degree at the University of Manchester in 2016 where his enthusiasm for, and 

commitment to, the values of the Commonwealth were recognized and he was selected to be a student 

ambassador. In March 2017 he was awarded Associate Fellow of The Royal Commonwealth Society. 

 

 

mailto:elisabeth_mn@hotmail.com
http://www.thercs.org/
file:///E:/www.thercs.org/international-network/pacific/
file:///E:/www.thercs.org/international-network/pacific/


Regional Co-ordinator, Australia: Libby Ellis 

Elizabeth (Libby) Ellis is President of the South Australian Branch of the Royal 

Commonwealth Society. Libby was invited to join the RCS through her involvement in supporting young talented 

classically trained singers in the boutique, professional touring opera company, Co-Opera Inc. RCS supported 

young musicians in a slightly more ad hoc manner and the synergy seemed obvious. The RCS Ensemble is now 

the orchestra accompanying Co-Opera’s performances as they tour all Australian mainland states, plus 

occasional visits to Malaysia & Singapore and Europe; the Ensemble also performs in its own name. 

With a degree in Geography and International Studies, and a penchant for travel, Libby is a qualified Archivist 

and worked at the State Library of South Australia in a number of capacities including Map Librarian, Newspaper 

Librarian and Acting Reference Librarian for a number of years before being seconded to the State Department 

of Local Government where she co-ordinated Local Government involvement in the State’s Sesquicentenary 

celebrations.  

Libby received the Order of Australia Medal (OAM) in the Queen’s Birthday Honours 2009 for her work in the 

community and supporting young people in opera. 

 

                 ************************************** 

  CANADA 

Saturday, 1st July 2017 

The 150th anniversary of Canada, also known as the 150th anniversary of Confederation and promoted by 
the Canadian government as Canada 150, occurs on Saturday, 1st July 2017 as Canada marks 

the sesquicentennial anniversary of Canadian Confederation. 

Queen Elizabeth II, Canada's sovereign, offered her best wishes and congratulations on the 150th anniversary of 

Confederation in a December 31, 2016, recorded message.    Her son and heir-apparent, Prince Charles, and his 
wife, the Duchess of Cornwall, were scheduled to tour Ontario and Nunavut before attending the national celebration 

in Ottawa on July 1. 

NEW ZEALAND 

The Art of Social Connection 

An award winning art project in New Zealand is bringing together long-term residents and former 

refugees in New Zealand. Amber Kale, facilitator of the project and Associate Fellow of The Royal 

Commonwealth Society, explains how a mural became an important tool for community cohesion in 

Wellington. Read more...   Posted on 20th Jun 2017 by Amber Kale 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_Canada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sesquicentennial
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Confederation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monarchy_of_Canada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles,_Prince_of_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camilla,_Duchess_of_Cornwall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ontario
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nunavut
https://www.thercs.org/blogsnews-and-blognews-and-blog/news-and-blog/the-art-of-social-connection/
https://www.thercs.org/blogsnews-and-blognews-and-blog/news-and-blog/the-art-of-social-connection/


 

  Newsletter - June 2017 
 
 
 

 

 

********************************************************** 

Commonwealth VOICES 

 

 

 
RCS magazine - April 2017 

Download 
 

https://www.thercs.org/our-work/publications/download/commonwealth-voices-7


Commonwealth Affairs 

 

The RCS has close links to the governments, parliaments and overseas missions of Commonwealth countries. It 

uses these links to promote the values of human rights, sustainable development and youth empowerment 

across the association. 

In the United Kingdom, the RCS works especially closely with two organisations: 

 

All-Party Parliamentary Group for the Commonwealth 

The Royal Commonwealth Society acts as the Secretariat for the All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) for the 

Commonwealth. The APPG has around 80 British Parliamentarians who share an interest in the Commonwealth; 

it is co-chaired by Sir Henry Bellingham MP (Conservative) and Patrick Grady MP (SNP). In the last Parliament 

the Group held meetings with the new Secretary General for the Commonwealth, Baroness Scotland; the new 

Commonwealth Minister, Baroness Anelay; Chair of the Commonwealth Enterprise & Investment Council, Lord 

Marland; and the then Indian High Commissioner to the UK. 

 

Council of Commonwealth Societies 

The Royal Commonwealth Society acts as the Secretariat for the Council of Commonwealth Societies (CCS). The 

CCS is a group of societies that aims to promote understanding of the peoples and cultures of the 

Commonwealth through the annual celebration of Commonwealth Day. 

The CCS meets to oversee the organisation of the Commonwealth Service held in Westminster Abbey in London 

and is currently chaired by Lord Howell of Guildford. 

https://www.thercs.org/our-work/commonwealth-day-2016/

