
 
COMMONWEALTH NEWS 

APRIL 2017  – E-News 

 
A history in common, a future in progress 
The Royal Commonwealth Society founded in 1868, is constituted by Royal Charter. A self funded, Not for 
Profit Society committed to improving the lives and prospects of Commonwealth citizens. Through youth 
empowerment, education and advocacy, the Royal Commonwealth Society promotes the value and the 
values of the Commonwealth. We champion human rights, democracy and sustainable development across 
the 53 member states which are intrinsically linked through their common history and shared values. 

Worldwide Patron: HM the Queen.  
Victoria Patron: Her Excellency the Honourable Linda Dessau AM, Governor of Victoria 

 
 

DINNER:    Thursday 13th APRIL  

 

  
 
 
THEME:      ANZAC   
SPEAKER:  Hon Ted Baillieu – Former Premier of Victoria , Chair, ANZAC Centenary Committee 

 ATTIRE:    Lounge Suit – Evening wear  

TALK: ANZAC Centenary Update  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Bookings are made by email or by leaving a message on the office PHONE: 9571 5688: 

NO later than 2pm  WEDNESDAY  5TH APRIL 2017 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DINNER CONTRIBUTION:  
Members $60 Guests $70      
630pm - Pre Dinner drinks  
There will be home made  Easter Eggs and ANZAC biscuits  

LUNCHEON: 

Next:  Thursday 25
th

 May 2017, Time: 12.00hr for 12.30hr 

Speaker: TBA  

RSVP: by Wednesday 18
th

 May   Cost: $45 00 members    $55.00 Guests 

All members and guests are most welcome: If members or guests have dietary requirements, please 
advise when making your booking. PLEASE DO NOT MAKE A BOOKING UNLESS YOU ARE SURE YOU 
AND YOUR GUESTS WILL BE ATTENDING. 
 A fee may apply for cancellation and no show bookings advised after 0900Hr on the Monday 



GUEST SPEAKER APRIL: 
Hon. Ted Baillieu – Former Premier of Victoria , Chair, ANZAC Centenary Committee 
 
Victoria’s Sir John Monash was Australia’s foremost military commander during the First World 
War.   Audacious in battle and prepared to take considerable risk, he showed great empathy for his troops. 
 Perhaps his most important contribution to Australia, though, was in providing a voice for the soldiers 
returning from war, and commemorating those who’d lost their lives.  
He oversaw the construction of the Shrine of Remembrance in Melbourne, and was a principal organiser of 
the annual observance of ANZAC Day.  
 It is timely to remember the man who ensured the sacrifices of the ANZACs would not be forgotten – John 
Monash.   
A great Victorian, possibly the greatest Australian, a military general of genius, and a man with whom we 
all share connections. 

LUNCHEONS:  
The first luncheon of the year was held on 16th February. It was a pleasant occasion with Brain Hunt as 
guest speaker. Brian gave brief history and objectives of the Cinema and Theatre Historical Society of 
Australia and then spoke about some of the old theatres around the inner suburbs of Melbourne. Happily, 
some are still in use to-day. This most interesting presentation was illustrated via power point.  
The next luncheon will be Thursday 25th May. Please mark the date and support your Society by 
attending. The other two luncheons will be on the Thursdays of 24th August and November 23rd 2017 
Speakers for May and August are yet to be confirmed but in November we are delighted to have Don 
Horsburgh, Co-ordinator of the Puffing Billy Railway Visiting Speakers panel to speak to us about this 
historic railway which has a special place in people’s hearts. Please keep the date free, support your 
Society and the Women’s Group Committee, who organise the luncheons, by attending.  
All members of the Society are welcome to bring guests to the lunches.  
 

WOMEN”S GROUP NEWS:  
The Women’s Group Committee AGM. was held on 16th February prior to the luncheon. Attendance was 
poor. This AGM is when all the lady members of the RCS can come and have their say in what types of 
events you would like to have. Please, give serious consideration to attending next year 
Committee members elected were:  
Elisabeth Newman Convenor, Jan Prassas Treasurer, Loretta Simmons    Committee Member, Elisabeth 
Bettoni    Committee Member 
Merridy Gee, after a period away due to illness, was welcomed back and appointed a Committee Member. 
Trevor Edmonds, Vice-President of the RCS was thanked for taking the Chair to conduct the election.   
The Committee members look forward to welcoming all members to the lunches which they organise and 
to working with you all to raise funds for the Society’s Charitable giving.  
A donation will be going to Tonga shortly but this year we will be looking to support Tuvalu. As we have 
been supporting primary education in Tonga since 1984 or 5 it is felt we need to consider supporting a 
different Pacific Island State. This change has been prompted by Siu Cocker indicating this will be the last 
time she will be able oversee the distribution of our donation. Siu is not in the best of health and feels, 
having retired some time ago, she is losing touch with the teachers and schools. Each year she has selected 
schools most in need and purchased items required which has basically been reading and writing materials. 
In 1986 the Mou’nga’one School came to her attention. The Mou’nga’one Islanders are considered to be 
the poorest and most isolated community in Tonga. The school has benefited from part of our annual 
donation since 1986 with differing schools benefiting with the remainder following the devastating cyclone 
in 2014 the Society donated a water tank for the school. I have visited Tonga twice to see how our 
donations have been used. 
 
For queries about the Women’s Group, and for information about fund-raising please contact Elisabeth 
Newman; ph: 9699 9170 or email: elisabeth_mn@hotmail.com 



13 March 2017, Commonwealth Day Message 

This Commonwealth Day, a baton will set out from Buckingham Palace and begin a 
long and extraordinary journey. Over the next twelve months, the Baton will visit 
people living in the nations and territories of our Commonwealth family in every 
continent and ocean. 
 
Carried on its way by thousands of people of all ages and backgrounds, by the time 
it reaches its final destination, The Queen’s Baton will have brought together 
through its route and symbolism, almost 2.5 billion people who share the special 
connection of being Commonwealth citizens. 
 
Contained within the Baton will be a written message that will be opened and read 
at the Commonwealth Games in Australia next year.  
 
However, there is an even more powerful message to be seen and experienced as 
the Baton passes from hand to hand, from seashore to mountaintop, through cities, 
towns, and villages.  
 
It is the message of a peace-building Commonwealth. 
The cornerstones on which peace is founded are, quite simply, respect and 
understanding for one another. Working together, we build peace by defending the 
dignity of every individual and community. 
 
By upholding justice and the rule of law, and by striving for societies that are fair 
and offer opportunities for all, we overcome division and find reconciliation, so that 
the benefits of progress and prosperity may be multiplied and shared. 
 
As members of the Commonwealth family we can find much to be thankful for in 
the inheritances we have received from those who came before us.  
 
Through consensus and cooperation great things have been achieved. 
 
We can find further reward and fulfilment by continuing to collaborate with others in 
a spirit of goodwill to build a peaceful and abundant future for all Commonwealth 
citizens. 
 
 
13 March 2017 
Commonwealth Day Message by Her Majesty The Queen 
Head of the Commonwealth 
 



COMMONWEALTH DAY DINNER 09TH MARCH 2017 
 

On this day we celebrated COMMONWEALTH DAY and the 40th Anniversary of the founding of 
Commonwealth Day.  
This night was a combined CBCS Council of British and Commonwealth Societies and hosted by the RCS 
Victoria. 
The following guests joined us in the Celebration. 
GUESTS OF HONOUR 
MR. WESTMORLAND PALON – CONSUL -GENERAL     CONSUL – GENERAL OF MALAYSIA & HIS WIFE  MRS. ELVINNA  LUHUM 
REPRESENTATIVES OF KINDRED SOCIETIES 
AUSTRALIA  DAY COUNCIL (VICTORIA), AUSTRALIA -BRITAIN SOCIETY, AUSTRALIA BRITAIN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
ARMORIAL AND HERALDRY SOCIETY, BRITISH AUSTRALIAN COMMUNITY, CAMBRIAN SOCIETY 
COUNTESS MOUNTBATTEN’S OWN  LEGION OF FRONTIERSMEN, COUNCIL OF BRITISH AND COMMONWEALTH SOCIETIES 
ENGLISH SPEAKING UNION, MONARCHIST LEAGUE & AUSTRALIANS FOR CONSTITUTIONAL MONARCHY 
ROYAL COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY, ROYAL OVERSEAS LEAGUE, ROYAL  SOCIETY OF ST. GEORGE, VICTORIA DAY COUNCIL 

                             
 

  
 

 

                  
     Our version of “Thunderclap” 
 
 



FINAL NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE 96TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE 

ROYAL COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY [Victorian branch] will be held at “The Gables”, 15 Finch 

Street, East Malvern on Thursday the 13
th

 of APRIL 2017, commencing at 5.30 PM. Punctually. 

Advice sent previously. A copy of Proceedings can be requested from Admin. Office. 
 

 

AGENDA  
1. Welcome, Apologies and Rules for Conduct of the Meeting  

2. Confirmation of Minutes  

The minutes of the Annual General Meeting held 14th April 2016 will be submitted to Members  

3. Business arising from Minutes  

4. Any other business  

5. Presidents Address and Annual Report  

6. Financial Report for year ended 31st December 2016  

Treasurer’s report will precede the Financial Report  

7. Election of Council Members  

8. Appointment of Auditor  

9. Other Business( discussion & Question time)  

10. Date of next Annual General Meeting  

11. Close  

Scheduled to be 6.25pm  

 

Members are invited to attend the AGM dinner which will follow the Annual General Meeting at 6.30 pm. 

 

Nominations for Council have been received: 

 

The following positions have received more than 1 nomination and as such will require a vote. 

1. Vice President has received 2 nominations 

2. Branch Councillor 2 Vacancies – 3 nominations. 

Please see the nominee’s details that follow and if you are unable to attend the AGM please return the Proxy 

form for your vote. 

.************************************************************************ 
APPOINTMENT OF PROXY – for AGM  13

th
 April 2017 

 

I,………………………………………….of…………………………………………... 

 

Being a member of the above named Society appoint 

       …………………………………. 

Of…………………………………………………… 

Or failing him or her,  ……………………………………………………………… 

If no person is named above, the Chair of the meeting as my proxy to vote for me on my behalf at the (Annual or 

Extraordinary as the case maybe) general meeting of the Society, to be held on the   13
TH

 …… ….day of …APRIL 

2017…………. and any adjournment thereof. 

 

Signed……………………………………………….Date…………………………. 

 

This form can to be used in favour of/ or against* resolutions. 

*Strike out whichever is not desired.  

Please note that a Fellow may cast a vote in person at the A.G.M. meeting or by PROXY.  

Fellows must be current financial members. 

NB: PROXIES MUST BE LODGED WITH THE SOCIETY ADMINISTRATION OFFICE: “the GABLES” 

15 FINCH ST, EAST MALVERN. 3145, BY 5.00PM ON THE 10
TH

 APRIL 2017.  

 

DATED  13
th
 March 2017 

**************************************************************************** 

 



NOMINATIONS  for COUNCIL: 

In support of my nomination for the position of Vice- President. Elisabeth Margaret Newman, 
Work: State Registered Nurse and Midwife - retired  
 Voluntary: Currently Vice-President of the National Council of Women (NCWV) and of the International 
Council of Women (ICW-CIF). Both these positions are due to end in 2018. Also belong to UNAA (Vic). 
 Church commitments: The gardener and one of two Sacristans at Christ Church St Kilda 
Apart from gardening, interests include embroidery, dress making, travel and cooking 
Involvement with RCS: 
Membership taken out in London 1962, transferred to Melbourne 1971; took out life membership 1976 
Apart from a couple of short periods have been actively involved with the Women’s Group Committee since about 
1972. Since 1974 have variously been Treasurer, Secretary and Convenor of the Women’s Group. I have been a 
Councillor since about 2006 and present term as Convenor since 2007. 
Have overseen the running of the charitable giving project to Tonga “supporting Primary Education”. since its 
conception about 1984 
2016   May: I was a delegate from Victoria to the National Conference held in Canberra 
           October: Represented Victoria at the International Meeting in London 
2017   May: Will attend the National Conference in Adelaide. Have been invited to participate in two panel 
discussions 
Skills and Attributes: 
My interests lie in general wellbeing of society which includes social issues. My experience as a community nurse 
and involvement in the NCWV and Christ Church St Kilda has certainly taught me about the needs of the 
disadvantaged in Victoria; this has been enhanced by the work I undertake for ICW-CIF which will help in selecting 
projects for Charitable giving. I am responsible for the small grants programme, the facilitating of circulating reports 
etc. around members; I assist with the ICW-CIF programme at the Commission on the Status of Women at the UN in 
NY and I assist with the drafting of statements to mark various UN days. In 2015 & 16 I attended the Commonwealth 
Women’s Network meetings and maintain a loose association with the network. 
With this above knowledge and experience I believe I bring to the RCS (Victorian Branch) and position of Vice-
President, if elected, the following skills:  

1. to communicate with members and others, importantly with the other “Loyal” societies. ( IT skills    limited to 
email, Skype and Whats App),  

   2. background knowledge of the RCS 
   3. running of small forums 
  4. to assist with the Charitable giving - the selection of suitable projects and the running of them -  in accordance    
with the RCS Constitution, both in Victoria and overseas, e.g. Pacific region. 
   5. an understanding and knowledge of the Commonwealth beyond the RCS.  
  6. some experience with the engagement and mentoring of youth which is needed for the survival of the Society 
  7. knowledge about gender equality which all work places and organisations ought to have knowledge about and 
have policies in place to achieve this. 
 
Elisabeth Newman 

********************************************************************************* 
In support of my nomination for the position of Vice- President. James McCarthy 
 
James is the current chairperson of three charitable organisations, CommUnityPlus, No To Violence  
and C-collective. 
He has a strong interest in community governance and strengthening organisation to ensure they are managed well 
and are sustainable. 
With a   background in social work James has worked in many fields including; youth, mental health, disability, 
prisons, homelessness and family violence. 
As a representative of RCS Council, James has attended the RCS National Conference in Canberra 2016  and will also 
attend the National Meeting in SA in May2017. 
James was co-opted into the  RCS  Victoria Membership sub-committee in 2015  and has been on the Council for one 
year. 
I would like to stay onboard to help see the RCS Society’s organisational potential met, especially within the 
development of Youth, Governance and our standing within Civil Society. 
James McCarthy 

 



In support of my nomination for the position of Councillor. Mr. Donald Alan Davy, 
 

From 1960 – 2014 I have worked in Administration and Sales with ANZ , Mobility Aids and Electric Mobility Scooters 
and well as Volunteer work with several leading charitable organisations. 
I am currently employed as a part-time gardener and major volunteer at Supported residential services in Carnegie 
and Hawthorn where I  transport residents to/from hospitals, doctors, specialists etc 
 
I have always been a strong supporter of the British Monarchy and the British Commonwealth, partly because of 
English/ German heritage and loyalty to the Monarchy has been a tradition in our family. 
 
I intend to always be very supportive of our most respected organisation via committee involvement and any 
voluntary work that I may be able to do to assist. 
I believe in championing human rights, democracy and sustainable orderly/achievable development across the 
Commonwealth Countries, though their common history and shared values. 
 
Donald Davy 
************************************************************************************************************** 

In support of my nomination for re-election as Councillor. Mr. Charles Hulson, 
1958- 61 Served with RAF based in Singapore 
1961    Shipping clerk with Cunard line 
1962  Sales Representative with British Tobacco & Bensen Hedges Australia 
1963-64 Traffic Officer Madang Airport PNG 
1964  Married – 2 daughters / 3 Grand Children 
1965  Senior crewing officer with Ansett 
1975- 77 Obtained a private Enquiry Agents License engaged by legal firm 
1977 - Now Established a property maintenance business and still operating same. 
2015  Authorised RSL delegate to perform RSL valedictory funeral services 
Hobbies /pastimes – Sailing study history and horse racing. 
As a member of Council, I pledge to be actively engaged to drive the aims and undertakings set out following the 
creation of the Society, thus maintaining the continuity of the Social aid work throughout the Commonwealth 
Member Nations. 
I see a need for closer relationships with our fellow like minded Societies within Australia and also with London 
Locally, urgent, in fact top priority must be given to arrest the haemorrhaging of our Member numbers; a creative 
and robust approach is needed. 

 
 

Charles Hulson 

********************************************************************************************************************* 

In support of my nomination for re-election as  Councillor. John Colston 
Since joining the RCS and subsequently undertaking the role of Secretary, I have been actively involved in the sub-
committee for the future directions of the Society. 
There a number of extremely important conversations and actions that will be needed in the near future relating to 
“mission” and the future of the RCS Victoria Branch. 
I am standing for re-election to Council because I am aware and well placed to understand the importance of the RCS 
in being able to make a difference within the wider community. 
I wish to contribute and improve our Society’s future by: 

 Ensuring the development of Membership and Charitable giving is maintained at all levels 

 Promoting more financial and operational management and responsibility 

 Improving our message to the community. 

I seek your support as we work together to meet the challenges in a way that is consistent with our past and as a 

member within the RCS International network. 

 

John Colston 


