
 
COMMONWEALTH NEWS 

NOVEMBER  2016 
A history in common, a future in progress 
A self funded, Not for Profit Society bound by a network of individuals and organisations committed to improving the lives and 
prospects of Commonwealth citizens .  Through youth empowerment, education and advocacy, the Royal Commonwealth 
Society promotes the value of fellowship and the values of the Commonwealth Charter 

Worldwide Patron: HM the Queen.  
Victoria Patron: Her Excellency The Honourable Linda Dessau AM, Governor of Victoria 

 
 

NEXT DINNER MEETING:    Thursday  10th November 
THEME:        Horse Racing  
SPEAKER:    Mr. Des O’Keefe -  General Manager, Victorian Jockey’s Association 

ATTIRE:      Lounge Suit – Evening wear,  

TALK:   Horse Racing/Jockeys Victoria 

Bookings are to be made email or by leaving a message on the office PHONE: 9571 5688: 

NO later than 2pm Wednesday 2nd November 2016 
  
 
 
 
 
 
         

 

 
 

 
 
 
DINNER MEETING in NOVEMBER : GUEST OF HONOUR AND SPEAKER 
 
Mr. Des O’Keefe -  General Manager, Victorian Jockey’s Association. 
 
Des will provide a snapshot into the life of a Victorian jockey… It’s a career best described as always 
dangerous, confronting and challenging, sometimes rewarding and sadly, sometimes catastrophic.  
 
Winning Melbourne Cups, Cox Plates and Caulfield Cups might be fantastic, but there is another side to 
being a jockey and Des will take us through his experiences of the rare highs and regular lows that being a 
jockey entails.  
 

There will be a Lucky completion and Trading Table  -–prizes are required;  suitable items 
for gifts can be dropped at the admin office  - please help – ring or email for information. 

DINNER CONTRIBUTION: 
Members $50 Guests $60 
630pm - Pre Dinner drinks  
Please note that ALL Bookings made AFTER 
Cut-off may incur a $5 Administration 
surcharge, due to catering changes 

LUNCHEON 

Next luncheon: Thursday 24
th

 November 2016 

Time: 12.00hr for 12.30hr 

Speaker: Mr. John Sutcliffe 

Topic: Theatre Organ Society 

RSVP by: Wednesday 17
th

 November 

Cost: $40 00 members    $50.00 Guests 

All members and guests are most welcome: If members or guests have dietary requirements, please advise when 
making your booking. 
PLEASE DO NOT MAKE A BOOKING UNLESS YOU ARE SURE YOU AND YOUR GUESTS WILL BE ATTENDING.  

A fee may apply for cancellation and no show bookings advised after 0900Hr on the Monday 



LUNCHEON: 
The next luncheon on Thursday 24th November will be the last for the year so please keep the date free.  
We are pleased to have Mr John Sutcliffe, President of the Theatre Organ Society Australia (TOSA) as our 
guest speaker. Mr Sutcliffe will speak about TOSA, the work it does and no doubt give an insight to next 
year’s programme. 
Not only will there be an excellent guest speaker but good company and some fun as we start the festive 
season 
As is customary, the Women’s Group Committee will provide treats to make this a special occasion. 
All members of the RCS and their guests are welcome to luncheons; we look forward to seeing many/all of 
you in attendance to make this a truly festive occasion and to give a warm welcome to Mr John Sutcliffe 
 
WOMEN”S GROUP NEWS: 
THE WOMEN’S GROUP COMMITTEE IS ORGANISING A LUCKY COMPETITION (RAFFLE) AT THE DINNER THIS NOVEMBER AND WILL 

BE RUNNING A TRADING TABLE.  
FOR THIS TO HAPPEN WE DO NEED THE SUPPORT AND ASSISTANCE OF MEMBERS;  
 
The Committee is just a small group so we cannot supply everything ourselves. We kindly ask members to 
consider donating interesting items suitable to raffle also for sale on the Trading Table, small gifts 
suitable for Christmas gifts would be much appreciated for the Table. All proceeds will go to the RCS 
Victoria’s charitable giving fund.  
 
Any queries/offers of gifts please contact Elisabeth (ph. no. & email below). 
 
The Women’s Group Committee would gratefully require the support of all RCS members to make all 
fund raising events successful as well as fun.  
 
For queries about the Women’s Group, and for information about fund-raising please contact Elisabeth 
Newman; ph: 9699 9170 or email: elisabeth_mn@hotmail.com 
 
CHARITABLE GIVING 
We have recently heard from Siu Cocker, our representative in Tonga who overseas your giving there, that 
the water tank we donated to Mou’nga’one Island for the school that was destroyed in the cyclone a year 
or so ago, is serving its purpose.  
 
Since installation there has been enough rain to fill the tank so the children and other members of the 
small community have safe clean, fresh drinking water.  
We believe this is the first time there has been such a tank on the island.  
 
With this in mind, are looking to support such projects, and others, in keeping with the RCS objectives both 
in the Pacific region as well as in Victoria. 
 
The Committee overseeing the giving is developing guide-lines and considering organisations/projects to 
support that fit into the RCS ideals.  
 
DINNER MEETING October: 
 
Regrettably our speaker Leon Rice – Past Hawthorn football premiership player was hospitalised with an 
unplanned operation. 
 Ken Spargo did a wonderful job of stepping in and giving a first class talk on the 3 P’s of a self publishing 
Author – the pleasures, the pitfalls and the pain. 
 
All in all a great night.  It was both entertaining and enlightening.  

mailto:elisabeth_mn@hotmail.com


************************************************************************************ 

VALE:   Bon C. Jackson   4th August 1929 -  5th September 2016 

Bon C. Jackson F.C.A was a Life Fellow of the Royal Commonwealth Society Victoria Branch (RCS) 
He first joined in 1952 as a Fellow when the Society was the Royal Empire Society (RES)  
and in 1954 became A Life Fellow.   
 
J.O Holt the RES Auditors in 1952 employed Bon, a young Chartered Accountant, who went on to become a partner 
in the firm, renamed Holt and Jackson and subsequently continued as sole principal and as the RES/RCS Auditor until 
the early 1960’s. He was elected Honorary Auditor of the RCS in 2015, and again in 2016. 
Bon along with Lois, his long time friend Jim Eldridge and wife Jenny were staunch and regular attendees at the 
Societies dinner/meetings, enjoying the fellowship and the guest speakers. 
 
Bon’s long and substantial involvement in the RES - RCS Victoria Branch was but a small part in a life that embodied 

the true meaning of being engaged in Civil Society.  Rest in Peace 

***************************************************************** 

Press Releases – News and Blogs  - Research & Reports 
************************************************************************************* 

The Royal Commonwealth Society has launched The Queen’s Commonwealth Essay 
Competition 2017, focusing on the theme of A Commonwealth for Peace.  
The launch coincides with the United Nations’ International Day of Peace. 

Building upon the 2016 theme of An Inclusive Commonwealth, this year’s 
topics ask young people to explore a deeper understanding of the meaning of peace and the role of the 
Commonwealth as a network of and for democracy, human rights and peace. The Director of The Royal 
Commonwealth Society, Michael Lake CBE, said: Peace is at the heart of the Commonwealth as one of the 
core articles of the Commonwealth Charter.  
This year’s theme of ‘A Commonwealth for Peace’ asks young writers to explore peace at every level: from 
the personal to the political to the pan-Commonwealth. Sponsored by Cambridge University Press, this 
highly prestigious competition aims to challenge young people’s thinking and the means by which they can 
express their views, using creative forms of writing such as essays, poems, stories or scripts. Judges 
described entries to the 2016 competition as ‘imaginative’, ‘inspirational’, ‘ambitious’ and ‘profound’.  
 
A similarly high calibre of writing is expected in 2017. The competition is open to all citizens and residents 
of the Commonwealth aged 18 and under and opens today until 1 May 2017. A Winner and Runner-up 
from both the Senior and Junior categories will win a trip to London for a weeklong series of educational 
and cultural events. 
 In recent years this week has included a special Awards Ceremony at Buckingham Palace in the presence 
of HRH The Duchess of Cornwall. Rod Smith, Managing Director of Education at Cambridge University 
Press, said: The Royal Commonwealth Society shares our vision of empowerment through education, and 
we’re thrilled to be sponsoring The Queen’s Commonwealth Essay Competition once again.  
 
We were astounded by the exceptional standard of entries in last year’s competition and are looking 
forward to celebrating exciting new work and to finding new voices from across the Commonwealth in 
2017. 
The competition is open to all citizens and residents of the Commonwealth aged 18 and under and is open 
from 21 September until 1 May 2017. All entrants receive a Certificate of Participation and one Winner and 
Runner-up from the Senior and Junior categories will win a trip to London for a week-long series of 
educational and cultural events. For more information about the competition, download the flyer and 
please visit Terms and Conditionsand Frequently Asked Questions. 

https://thercs.org/assets/Essay-Competition/QueensEssayCompetition-A4Flyer-2017-WEB.pdf
https://thercs.org/youth-and-education/the-queens-commonwealth-essay-competition/commonwealth-essay-competition-rules/
https://www.thercs.org/youth-and-education/the-queens-commonwealth-essay-competition/frequently-asked-questions/


Web Link:   The Queen’s Commonwealth Essay Competition 2017 launched on International Day of Peace 

The Victoria Essay 2016 Local awards night will again be held at “the Gables” in 
November. All Award winners will have a chance to win the Local Award.  
Judging has commenced.  

Youth & Education 
Young people are an essential part of our international network. 

Sixty percent of the Commonwealth is under 30 years of age and the skills, innovation and 
creativity of these young people represent an incredible opportunity in which we believe 
the Commonwealth must invest. At the Royal Commonwealth Society, we work with 
educationalists, students and youth leaders from across the 53 Commonwealth nations to 
try and help realise the potential of our growing youth population.  

Commonwealth Youth Gender and Equality Network(CYGEN) 
Queen's Commonwealth Essay Competition 

Commonwealth Youth Summit 
Queen's Young Leaders Programme 

Commonwealth Youth Exchange Council (CYEC) 

******************************************************************** 
The Victoria Cross and the Commonwealth 

The Victoria Cross (VC) is Britain’s highest award for gallantry. Of the 1,358 
Victoria Crosses issued since 1856, over 600 were issued in the First World War. 175 of these 
were awarded to men from overseas. Of these, only 14 were not born in Britain or other parts of 
the Commonwealth. Read more... 

Literacy, A Vital Skill for the Commonwealth 

 8 September, has been designated as International Literacy Day, the day when the 
world focuses its attention on this most basic of linguistic skills. Despite the inevitability with which most of 
the world views literacy, an estimated 760 million adults across the globe remain unable to read. Read 
more... 

Commonwealth Conversation Brexit: Challenges and Opportunities II 
This report summarises the second in a series of discussions on the challenges and opportunities for the 
Commonwealth associated with a United Kingdom exit from the European Union, a ‘Brexit’.  
It was attended by High Commissioners and diplomatic staff in London as well as a panel of trade experts. 

Download 

*************************************************************************************** 

https://thercs.org/assets/Press-Releases/21.09.2016-The-Queens-Commonwealth-Essay-Competition-2017-launched-on-International-Day-of-Peace.pdf
https://www.thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/the-victoria-cross-and-the-commonwealth-/
https://www.thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/the-victoria-cross-and-the-commonwealth-?stage=Stage
https://thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/literacy-a-vital-skill-for-the-commonwealth/
https://thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/literacy-a-vital-skill-for-the-commonwealth/
https://thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/literacy-a-vital-skill-for-the-commonwealth/
https://thercs.org/our-work/research-and-reports/download/commonwealth-conversation-brexit-challenges-and-opportunities-ii


The Commonwealth 

The Commonwealth is a voluntary association of countries. It is home to 2.2 billion citizens, of which over 
60% are under the age of 30. The Commonwealth includes some of the world’s largest, smallest, richest 
and poorest countries, spanning five regions. Thirty-one of its members are small states, many of them 
island nations. 
The Commonwealth is one of the world’s oldest political association of states. Its roots go back to the 
British Empire when some countries were ruled directly or indirectly by Britain. Some of these countries 
became self-governing while retaining Britain’s monarch as Head of State. They formed the British 
Commonwealth of Nations. 

In 1949 the association we know today – The Commonwealth – came into being. Since then, independent 
countries from Africa, the Americas, Asia, Europe and the Pacific have joined The Commonwealth. 

Membership today is based on free and equal voluntary co-operation. The last two countries to join The 
Commonwealth - Rwanda and Mozambique - have no historical ties to the British Empire 

Author: Commonwealth.org, viewed 21September 2016,  
www.thecommonwealth.org 

WHAT IS THE COMMONWEALTH? 
Australia's formal name is the Commonwealth of Australia. Australia is both a representative democracy 
and a constitutional monarchy with Queen Elizabeth II as Australia's head of state. 

When the Commonwealth of Australia was declared on 1 January 1901, a ceremony was held in Centennial 
Park in Sydney. The first Governor-General, Lord Hopetoun, was sworn in and the first Prime Minister, Sir 
Edmund Barton, and federal ministers took the oath of office. Australians celebrated their nationhood, 
participating in parades, processions, sporting events and school pageants. 

"Why are we a constitutional monarchy?" 
Good question, Finn! Before Australia was a nation, it was a collection of British colonies. Each had its own 
written constitution, parliament and laws. When these colonies joined together to form Australia, a 
constitutional monarchy system of government was chosen for the new country - very similar to those of 
the colonies.  

Australia, like Britain, is a constitutional monarchy. The Queen is Australia’s head of state and acts in 
accordance with Australia’s Constitution. In Australia, the powers of the Queen have been delegated to her 
representative. 

As well as being a constitutional monarchy, Australia is also a representative democracy. This means that 
the people vote for delegates to represent their interests in a parliament. In Australia, members of 
parliament are elected to the to represent the Australian people and make laws on their behalf. 

Author: 
Parliamentary Education Office (PEO) 2016, Fact Sheet, viewed 21September 2016  

More information about Australia’s Constitution can be found here : 

http://www.peo.gov.au/uploads/peo/docs/fact-sheets/HoR.pdf  

www.thecommonwealth.org
http://www.peo.gov.au/uploads/peo/docs/fact-sheets/HoR.pdf


Posted on 10th Oct 2016 by Gideon Commey 0 comments 

The Youth Meeting: The Future of the Commonwealth through our Lens 
The meetings were hosted by High Commissions of various member countries and brought together 
members from RCS Branches and networks to share experiences and plan for the future. 

The Youth Meeting, held on the first two days to precede the Branch Meeting, in my personal opinion, was 
the highlight of the week. 60% of the 2.3 billion total population of the Commonwealth is under 30 years of 
age. It is on the heels of this youth constituency and the power it wields in leadership, innovation and 
technology that the Commonwealth will thrive on in the coming years. 

The youth acknowledged that the Commonwealth represents diversity of membership unparalleled even 
on the global stage — a unique cultural tapestry bound together by common values and aspirations. 
However, the youth perspective of the Commonwealth is that it has largely been a network that has little 
or no relevance to the younger generation, but rather a relic, significant to older individuals still 
romanticizing colonial events and their linkages in this modern era. 

This is why we collectively revere the RCS as a platform that young people can use to give relevance to the 
Commonwealth. 

The youth agreed at the meeting that they have a role to play in the current RCS structure. We will add 
youth perspectives to Commonwealth conversations, promote the RCS through our activities, initiatives 
and events, and offer skills and expertise to branches in our home countries. The Associate Fellows (AFs) 
believe that they are an asset to the RCS and agreed to serve as Commonwealth ambassadors to give the 
network visibility in their countries. We will do this by connecting to people who share common values 
with us, serve as role models and mentors for younger generations and build a network of leaders and 
professionals from diverse fields to influence national policies and shape global issues. 

The RCS on the other hand was discussed to have a role and responsibility towards the youth. The 
organization is expected to help raise the profile of youth by providing the platform to promote their work 
and give visibility to their social action initiatives. It should also provide opportunities to Associate Fellows 
in training, capacity building and funding. 

In going forward into the future, the Youth Meeting reached a consensus that the common niche for the 
RCS to pursue is youth empowerment. This means more engagement with youth, more interaction with 
them, more connectivity through social media and more capacity building to create change. Ultimately, we 
believe in a Commonwealth of change that is relevant to our communities and transforms the lives of 
people at the grassroots. 

Speakers at the meeting included John Loughton (RCS Trustee), Claudine Beaumont (Google), Michael Sani 
(Bite the Ballot), PJ Cole (Lifeline Networks), Leon Ward (British Youth Council), Kishva Ambigapathy 
(Commonwealth Youth Council), Layne Robinson (Commonwealth Secretariat), Hamza Patel (British Council 
Active Citizens) and others. Read about our Youth & Education work to learn more. 

The views and opinions expressed are those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of The Royal 
Commonwealth Society. 

Stay in touch with the RCS International   by joining our network. 

https://www.thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/the-youth-meeting-the-future-of-the-commonwealth-through-our-lens/#Comments
https://thercs.org/youth-and-education/
https://thercs.org/join/


The RCS International Meeting: 5-7 October 2016 London 
In early October the RCS International Conference attracted some 80 persons representing 
about 34 branches from about 20 countries.  
The RCS in Australia had representation from the ACT, Queensland, NSW, SA, WA and 
Victoria.  
Elisabeth Newman - RCS Councillor and Women’s Group Convenor was in London and 
represented RCS Victoria at the meeting. 
 
Here is Elisabeth’s account: 
 
We met in a different High Commission each of the 2 ½ days of deliberation for what was a 
fruitful friendly conference.  
A few issues, most notably around communication were overcome. Both the Chair of the 
RCS, Clair Whitaker and  the Director Michael Lake, told us of the developments and 
reasons for change at the RCS which gave us all a good understanding of where the RCS is 
heading. Both have worked hard to see that the RCS remains the leader among the 
Commonwealth NGOs.  
 
The President of the RCS, The Rt. Hon. Lord Howell of Guildford spoke of the modern 
Commonwealth. 
A building, next to Marlborough House in The Mall is being renovated to become 
Commonwealth House. It will become the centre for learning and general information 
about the Commonwealth and, importantly, will be open to the general public.  
 
Her majesty the Queen is very supportive of this initiative as she is with the drive to engage 
youth and promote education throughout the Commonwealth. 
We had presentations about the future of the Commonwealth, youth gender engagement, 
equality, the Queen’s Commonwealth essay competition, fund raising, the use of media to 
get the message out, the Queen’s Commonwealth Canopy, to name but a few.   
 
Events were held in the evenings including a recital at Australia House where I spoke with, 
the High Commissioner, His Excellency The Hon. Alexander Downer; also a visit to 
Buckingham Palace to view the wonderful State rooms. 
 I was fortunate to have been included among those able to go – numbers were limited.  
On the last afternoon we had a tour of Westminster Abby followed by afternoon tea and an 
informative talk about Ireland’s relationship with the modern Commonwealth. 
 
I found this Conference most beneficial and informative.  
It was an honour to have represented RCS Victoria. 
Elisabeth Newman 
 
There will be more to follow on the detail of the outcomes and the actions emanating from the meeting 
and what they mean to the RCS in Victoria. Stay tuned. 
 
 



Our Work 
The Royal Commonwealth Society works through its educational, civil society, business and 

governmental networks to address issues that matter to Commonwealth citizens. 

 
Read or download our 2016 'About Us' leaflet. 

 

A HISTORY IN COMMON, A FUTURE IN PROGRESS 
 
THE COMMONWEALTH 
 
An association of 53 independent countries encompassing many races and faiths. Each is committed to 
upholding shared values and principles and working together to promote democracy, human rights, the 
rule of law and equality for all citizens, in accordance with the Commonwealth Charter. 
 
The total population is 2.3 billion, one third of the world, of which 60% is under 30 years of age. 
The Commonwealth spans the five regions of Africa, the Americas, Asia, Europe and the Pacific. 
 

THE RCS NETWORK  
 
The foundation of the Society’s considerable international network is its self-governing branches, affiliated 
societies and individuals across and beyond the Commonwealth and the support of its volunteer Regional 
Coordinators. 
 
The network draws from every Commonwealth nation, integrating individuals and organisations with civil 
society, government and commerce. 
 
THE ROYAL COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY (RCS)  
 
Founded in 1868 and constituted by Royal Charter, the RCS is the oldest and largest civil society 
organisation devoted to the modern Commonwealth.  
 
With a global reach through our extensive network we operate at the forefront of Commonwealth affairs 
to improve the lives and prospects of all Commonwealth citizens.  
 
The Society’s considerable convening power enables us to champion areas of social well-being, partnering 
with civil society, business and governments to identify challenges which inhibit prosperity, endanger the 
rights of citizens and limit opportunities throughout the Commonwealth.  
 
Our education, youth-focussed and policy and research programmes seek to promote the value, and 
values, of the Commonwealth and to address the global challenges that face the Commonwealth today: 
gender inequality, early and child marriage, access to education, social violence, the violation of rights for 
LGBT citizens and environmental threats.  
 
The RCS is non-partisan and is independent of governments. 

https://www.thercs.org/assets/Documents-and-Forms/RCS-AboutUs-2016-LowResfor-WEB.pdf

