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A HISTORY IN COMMON – A FUTURE IN PROGRESS 
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IMPROVING THE LIVES AND PROSPECTS OF COMMONWEALTH CITIZENS ACROSS THE WORLD 

 

RCS AND CYNZ represented at Commonwealth Walkway Unveiling 

Day 6 in her new role as our 21
st

 Governor-General, Dame Patsy Reddy received the Prime Minister 

of Sri Lanka before strolling down the Government House driveway to unveil Wellington City’s final 

Commonwealth Walkway bronze marker. There Her Excellency was joined by our outgoing Mayor 

Her Worship Celia Wade Brown, Commonwealth Foundation Chair Sir Anand Satyanand, 

representatives from a wide range of Wellington agencies and organisations, local politicians, 

diplomats and RCS and CYNZ representatives.  

Wellington Mayor Celia Wade-Brown had agreed Wellington should be home to the 

first Commonwealth Walkway in New Zealand to mark 150 years since the city became the capital 

city. The walkway links together 32 Wellington landmarks, buildings and public spaces and is one of a 

number of walkways being developed throughout the Commonwealth. Each location on the 

walkway, including Government House, is marked with a bronze marker bearing the cipher of Queen 

Elizabeth II.  

The Commonwealth Walkway is a network of walkways across the Commonwealth with the aim of 

inspiring young people to walk for their physical and mental wellbeing. The concept has four goals: 

-to heighten interest and awareness in the cities, their history and their architecture 

-to get people walking and active 

-to link the Commonwealth together 

-to celebrate The Queen as Head of the Commonwealth for over 63 years. 

Coordinated by the Outdoor Trust, the Commonwealth Walkway project was launched on 4 June 

2013 in London at an event attended by HRH Prince Harry, HRH The Duke of Gloucester, The Dean of 

Westminster Abbey and The President of The Supreme Court. 



 
Mayor Celia Wade Brown, Sir Anand Satyanand, Isobel Pepper (CYNZ) and HE Dame Patsy Reddy 

 
The Commonwealth on the walk… Sir Anand Satayand, (newly appointed CYNZ Patron) with Jenny Officer, 

Darryl Stevens with Brad Olsen (CYNZ Deputy Director) and Paul Foster Bell MP and CYNZ Board member. Not 

in this photo, RCS member Marion Cowden wearing her Rotary hat was also present at the unveiling 



RCS INTERNATIONAL MEETING IN LONDON 

Delegates and RCS Staff on the final day of the meeting at the Canadian High Commission 

 
OPENING ADDRESS BY LORD HOWELL OF GUILDFORD 

 

President of the Royal Commonwealth Society 

New Zealand House, Wednesday October 5 2016 

 

A ‘CAN-DO MOMENT’ AND THE COMMONWEALTH 

The former Australian Prime Minister Tony Abbott has said that this is ‘a can-do moment’ both for 

Britain and for Australia – and indeed for the whole family of Commonwealth nations. With Brexit in 

clear prospect it is indeed a time for making both new links and refreshing old ties. 

This is why today’s and tomorrow’s Commonwealth Network of 53 Nations has to be viewed in the 

CONTEXT of current and developing world events. 

Last year, in 2015, a  little noticed but profound London School of Economics  report was published 

called  ‘Investing in Influence’  backed by the high expertise and authority,  reminded us of some 

new home truths about the world , namely: 

• That the processes of globalisation have eroded both the dominant role of the Western core 

and of states writ large 

• That we are in the process of a shift from an industrial world to an information world   

• That this will be a world of network relationships and not of superpowers 



• That relationships are not born, they are made, but that the Commonwealth network offers 

enormous opportunities for mutual trade, influence and business that have yet to be fully 

capitalised 

• That for too long British foreign policy has been the preserve of ‘grandees’ with an 

understanding that reflects their own reading of history 

• That the UK now operates in a world that is networked, interdependent and with power 

diffused across a wide-range of state and non-state actors 

• That large scale military force does not have the same importance that it did 60 or 70 years 

ago, and that the tools of international diplomacy need to be renewed 

 
They could usefully have added that trade and exchange are becoming dominated by 

information flows, data transmission and process-sharing. As a matter of record almost half 

the export earnings of a country like the UK come not from actual goods shipped but from 

services of every kind, and this proportion is rising fast.  

 
Also, it must be added that huge new supply chains now wind across the world and that 

business relationships between states now only flourish in a powerful framework of ‘soft 

power’ connections at all levels, governmental and non-governmental, including common 

language, common values, cultural and sporting links, educational links, common standards 

(especially in relation to gender and racial equality), and trust and friendship to an 

unprecedented degree of trust, intimacy and connectivity.  The English language in particular 

has now become the protocol of the cyber-entwined planet – a binding force par excellence 

with its own internal DNA.  

 
It is in this completely revolutionary world context that we should be analysing and 

reviewing the Commonwealth system today.  It cannot be emphasised too strongly that the 

Commonwealth today is tailor-made for this new kind of milieu. It may have become so by 

accident, not by design. But it is nonetheless now the perfect platform for business and 

relationships the digital age.  HM The Queen presciently observed just this almost seven 

years ago, although I fear that few of her Ministers cottoned on to it, and still haven’t. 

 
The focus now has to be on strengthening the values which bind us and the potential, both 

social and economic, for advancement for each and every Commonwealth member, large 

and small. And remember that in a world of networks, unlike a world of exclusive trade 

blocs, the interests and welfare of the smallest community or island state, become just as 

important, and just as influential to the whole system, as the largest. And it is in this context 

that the call of the Secretary General for the Commonwealth trade advantage to be ‘turbo-

charged’ can be realized. 
 
There is one caveat.  Values on paper, fine speeches and calls for more trust, become weak 

and impotent unless underpinned by security, physical and political, by good and honest 

governance and by the rule of law. Thanks to the information revolution it is an age of 

people power, but also an age when good governance is demanded more strongly than ever. 

 
That is why in this ‘very unsettling and rather dangerous world’ (the Secretary-General’s 

words again recently to the Lords International relations Committee) the security dimension 



of the Commonwealth network, long rather ignored, should now be brought to the fore in 

foreign policy.  

 
In South-East Asia, I believe that close Commonwealth co-operation, both maritime and 

military, is going to become of increasing relevance. We may all admire and seek to do 

business with the massive Chinese economy, but we do not want to see an Asia entirely 

Chinese dominated. Nor do we necessarily want to see the region grow into a 

confrontational battle-ground between American super-power ambitions and rising Chinese 

power – what has been called the Thucydides trap. 

 
That kind of stand-off, full of conflict escalation potential, is inherently unstable and a 

danger to world order. A better pattern in Asia has to be between the Commonwealth 

powers of India, Australia, Malaysia, New Zealand, maybe with Japan in alliance, not to 

challenge but to balance the Chinese titan. Britain can play a supportive role. There is plenty 

of past experience on which to build. 

 
Of course there are flaws in this new tapestry. Tension is high again between two 

Commonwealth members, India and Pakistan. Other countries are lagging badly in good 

governance, human rights and treatment of women. But at least within the Commonwealth 

family the pressure is on them night and day. 

 
But despite these problems I see the Commonwealth network of today and tomorrow, and I 

ask you to see it, not as a fading association bound by memories and history, but as a 

uniquely relevant and immense network in today’s transformed international order –and 

one to which every member, large and small, should vigorously subscribe and from which 

every member benefits increasingly. It is also a network with which several other countries 

seek to be associated, and my own view is that they should be welcomed into suitable forms 

of association, if not full membership, without delay.   

 
That should provide a safer berth for states and communities who do not seek full 

Commonwealth membership but do want honoured and close friendship with the club and 

its non-governmental agencies. I have in mind the Republic of Ireland, a number of Middle 

East and African nations and even the Special Administrative Region of Hong Kong. In a 

chaotic and uncertain world, with even the United Nations struggling to bring order, the 

Commonwealth milieu is the sort of association that more and more countries find valuable 

and supportive. 

 
So these are some of the objectives for which the Royal Commonwealth Society is working, 

and in doing so can set a pathway for governments, statesmen, international institutions and 

societies to follow.  

 

 

 

 



The Youth Meeting: The Future of the 

Commonwealth through our Lens 
Posted by Gideon Commey  

10th October 2016 

The 2016 International Meeting of the Royal Commonwealth Society (RCS) took place in London 

from 3rd-7th October. The meetings were hosted by High Commissions of various member countries 

and brought together members from RCS Branches and networks to share experiences and plan for 

the future. 

The Youth Meeting, held on the first two days to precede the Branch Meeting, in my personal 

opinion, was the highlight of the week. 60% of the 2.3 billion total population of the Commonwealth 

is under 30 years of age. It is on the heels of this youth constituency and the power it wields in 

leadership, innovation and technology that the Commonwealth will thrive on in the coming years. 

The youth acknowledged that the Commonwealth represents diversity of membership unparalleled 

even on the global stage — a unique cultural tapestry bound together by common values and 

aspirations. However, the youth perspective of the Commonwealth is that it has largely been a 

network that has little or no relevance to the younger generation, but rather a relic, significant to 

older individuals still romanticizing colonial events and their linkages in this modern era. 

This is why we collectively revere the RCS as a platform that young people can use to give relevance 

to the Commonwealth. 

The youth agreed at the meeting that they have a role to play in the current RCS structure. We will 

add youth perspectives to Commonwealth conversations, promote the RCS through our activities, 

initiatives and events, and offer skills and expertise to branches in our home countries. The Associate 

Fellows (AFs) believe that they are an asset to the RCS and agreed to serve as Commonwealth 

ambassadors to give the network visibility in their countries. We will do this by connecting to people 

who share common values with us, serve as role models and mentors for younger generations and 

build a network of leaders and professionals from diverse fields to influence national policies and 

shape global issues. 

The RCS on the other hand was discussed to have a role and responsibility towards the youth. The 

organization is expected to help raise the profile of youth by providing the platform to promote their 

work and give visibility to their social action initiatives. It should also provide opportunities to 

Associate Fellows in training, capacity building and funding. 

In going forward into the future, the Youth Meeting reached a consensus that the common niche for 

the RCS to pursue is youth empowerment. This means more engagement with youth, more 

interaction with them, more connectivity through social media and more capacity building to create 

change. Ultimately, we believe in a Commonwealth of change that is relevant to our communities 

and transforms the lives of people at the grassroots. 

The views and opinions expressed are those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of 

The Royal Commonwealth Society. 



 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR - GIDEON COMMEY 

Gideon Commey is an Associate Fellow of the Royal Commonwealth Society 

and Regional Youth Co-ordinator for Africa. A Climate Reality Leader, Gideon 

was personally trained by former US Vice-President, Al Gore, to educate 

people on the causes, impacts and possible solutions to climate change. 

Associate Fellows of the RCS 

Congratulations to the five people who have been granted an Associate Fellowship in recognition of 

their efforts to affect change in the Commonwealth. These remarkable young leaders were 

nominated by Branches of the RCS. They have all been invited to sign up to the online forum and join 

other Associate Fellows in discussions and activities. We look forward to their engagement and 

congratulate them on their achievements.  

 

- Dilshan Jayasinghe – Canada 

- Michael Adu Gyekye – Ghana 

- Femi Omotoyinbo – Nigeria  

- Aaron Hape – New Zealand 

- Sabrina Musfirah Nazri – Malaysia 

We are thrilled that Aaron Hape, on the nomination of RCS Wellington is one of the five Associate 

Fellows recognised by the RCS Board of Trustees.  



 

'A Commonwealth for Peace' 

The Royal Commonwealth Society is pleased to announce that the theme for The Queen’s 

Commonwealth Essay Competition 2017 is A Commonwealth for Peace. 

Building upon the 2016 theme of An Inclusive Commonwealth, this year’s topics ask for a more active 

understanding of the role of the Commonwealth as a network of and for democracy, Human Rights and 

peace. We are asking young writers to explore peace at every level, from the personal to the political to 

the pan-Commonwealth. 

Topics 

JUNIOR CATEGORY SENIOR CATEGORY 

1. What is in your Toolbox for Peace?  

2. My peaceful place. 

3. How can children and young people come 

together to build a peaceful society? 

4. ‘Peace cannot be learnt from a book or from 

religion. You have to reach out and touch the 

nations.’ How does this relate to the 

Commonwealth? 

1. Peace. 

2. Should you fight for peace? 

3. Kofi Annan said ‘Education is, quite simply, 

peace-building by another name.’ Do you agree? 

Answer with reference to your country and/or 

the Commonwealth. 

4. What is the cost of peace? 

 

Boris Johnson laments over Maldives exiting 

the Commonwealth 

Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson said in London Friday that Britain "regrets that the Maldives has 

chosen to leave" the Commonwealth. 

Oct 14, 2016 

The Maldives said Thursday it had decided to leave the group of mostly former British colonies after 

what it called “unjust and unfair” criticism of its human rights record. 



In September the 53-nation group had warned the small Indian Ocean nation that it risked 

suspension from the Commonwealth if did not improve levels of democracy and human rights in the 

country. 

But in a statement Thursday, the Maldives accused the Commonwealth of wanting to “become an 

active participant in the domestic political discourse in the Maldives, which is contrary to the 

principles of the Charters of the UN and the Commonwealth.” 

Britain will not cut ties with the Maldives. “We will continue to work with the Maldives government 

to help strengthen democracy, particularly freedom of speech and the media and independence of 

the judiciary,” Johnson said in his Friday statement. 

“The stability of the country must be central to what happens next,” he said. 

Amnesty International said the country’s authorities “should address their own human rights 

situation rather than lash out at legitimate criticism.” 

“Human rights have been in a complete freefall in the country over the past few years,” said Champa 

Patel, Amnesty’s South Asia director. 

“The government has locked up opponents through politically motivated trials and led an 

unprecedented crackdown on independent media,” Patel said in a statement. 

The Maldives government accused the Commonwealth of using the country to “increase the 

organization’s own relevance and leverage in international politics.” 

The decision to leave was “difficult, but inevitable,” it said. 

The Commonwealth Secretary-General Patricia Scotland responded in a statement on Thursday, 

saying she was sad and disappointed by the Maldives’ decision to leave. 

“We hope that this will be a temporary separation and that Maldives will feel able to return to the 

Commonwealth family and all that it represents in due course.” 

The Maldives are a group of islands with a population of some 345,000. 

Islam is its official religion and the legal system is based on Islamic law. 

The country has close ties to India but has increased economic links to China in recent years. 



CYNZ concerned by Maldives decision to leave  

The Commonwealth 
  

Commonwealth Youth New Zealand today expressed concern with the decision made by the 

Government of Maldives to withdraw from The Commonwealth. The country’s government, which 

has been fending off rumours of an impending coup and allegations of money laundering, said the 

decision on Thursday to cancel its membership was “difficult but inevitable”. 

 

Commonwealth Youth New Zealand Executive Director, Aaron Hape, said "In September, the 

Commonwealth Ministerial Action Group (CMAG) gave the Government of Maldives six months to 

address concerns including the detention and prosecution of opposition leaders, meddling with the 

judiciary and undermining democratic institutions. 

 

"It is sad to see that the Government of Maldives has reacted with a show of force rather than take 

steps to rectify these very serious issues with the rule of law and transparency - this is a capitulation 

of its duty to uphold and champion good governance," said Mr Hape. 

 

“This is also a huge setback to civil society and the democracy movement. As noted in the final 

report from the Commonwealth Observer Group for the 2013 Presidential Elections, some 

national institutions have raised real concerns over the credibility and transparency of government 

and civic engagement - issues that the Commonwealth has and can offer technical assistance to 

alleviate and will now most likely cease given the withdrawal of membership. 

 

"I echo the Commonwealth Secretary-General's desire to see the Maldives rejoin the 

Commonwealth family very soon and hope this is only a temporary decision", Mr Hape said. 

 

The Victoria Cross and the Commonwealth 

Posted by Tara Finn  

29th September 2016 

The Victoria Cross (VC) is Britain’s highest award for gallantry. Of the 1,358 Victoria Crosses issued 

since 1856, over 600 were issued in the First World War.  175 of these were awarded to men from 

overseas. Of these, only 14 were not born in Britain or other parts of the Commonwealth. 

So why was the Commonwealth so important? 



A full answer to this question, on which there are many books written, is not possible in the short 

space of a blog. From the start, Commonwealth partners stood alongside Britain, supplying men, 

goods and money, not just in 1914 when it was thought that the war would be over by Christmas, 

but throughout the war. Men joined for many reasons. Some countries introduced conscription in 

the second half of the war. Prior to that millions of men had volunteered for reasons as diverse as 

adventure, honour, politics or simply to earn a living. 

Certain battles of the war are strongly associated with particular countries; Neuve Chapelle with 

Indian troops, Gallipoli with the Australians and New Zealanders, Vimy Ridge with the Canadians, 

Delville Wood with the South Africans.  That does not mean they were the only ones who fought in 

the battle, nor that these were the only places where they fought, but for reasons including their 

achievements, losses and the bravery of their actions, we make those associations.  

The incidences of gallantry and heroism are too many to count. The Victoria Cross represents only 

the pinnacle of these. The men themselves represent the diversity of the best of their generations, 

and came from many countries, backgrounds and ranks - from Private to Lieutenant Colonel. As well 

as the Western Front and Gallipoli, their actions cover less remembered theatres like Russia, East 

Africa, Palestine and Mesopotamia. The youngest of these men to be awarded the VC, Thomas 

Ricketts,, was 17 years old, the oldest, Cyrus Peck, was 47, both Canadians. The first of these VCs 

were awarded in October 1914 to Khuddad Khan, the last was to Samuel Pearse, in August 1919.  

In some cases, the men had less than unblemished histories before acting with such heroism that 

they were awarded the VC, such as Maurice Buckley, who had previously deserted and reenlisted in 

the Australian Imperial Force under an assumed name or Richard Travis, who had changed his name 

after claims of impropriety. By contrast, despite having been medically discharged as unfit for duty 

because of tuberculosis, Samuel Frickleton voluntarily re-enlisted.    

For these men, fighting so far from their countries, home leave was not a realistic option. So the 

importance of the comrades alongside them was particularly significant.  This may be why so many 

actions are for defending or saving men at great risk to their own lives, for example Chatta Singh, 

who left cover to rescue his commanding officer whilst under heavy rifle fire and after treating his 

wounds stayed with him for five hours ‘shielding him with his own body on the exposed side’, until it 

was safe to move him. Often the bravest offensive actions occurred when their lives of their 

comrades were badly threatened, such as when Frederick Chopins and four men charged a machine 

gun that could have wiped out their platoon. 

Were these ordinary men?  In some ways – yes. Although some were professional soldiers, many 

returned to the jobs they held before the war, such as farming or working in a store.  In other ways 

they were far from ordinary. At the necessary moment, they demonstrated ‘almost superhuman 

powers’ like South African Reginald Hayward.  The important point is that these extraordinary 

actions from otherwise seemingly ordinary men inspired those around them, and continue to inspire 

people today. 

The views and opinions expressed are those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of 

The Royal Commonwealth Society 

 



On the Road to Brexit 
The 43-year membership of the UK in the EU is coming to an end and this will inevitably affect the 

relationship of Commonwealth countries with both the UK and the EU in a number of respects 

including trade, development aid and security. Commonwealth countries will need to re-position 

themselves accordingly. 

As such, The Royal Commonwealth Society today held a High Commissioners' Roundtable - "On the 

Road to Brexit - How to Maximise the Commonwealth Advantage with both the UK and EU." 

The roundtable was kindly hosted by the High Commission of Australia and was co-chaired by H.E. 

Ms Karen-Mae Hill of Antigua and Barbuda and H.E. The Hon. Alexander Downer AC of Australia. 

Opening remarks were given by Sir Andrew Cahn, former CEO of UK Trade & Investment and Mr 

Shanker Singum, Director of Economic Policy and Prosperity Studies at the Legatum Institute. Mr 

Alan Oxley, former Australian Ambassador to the GATT was a speaker. 

 

 

 

The Progressive Case for the Commonwealth 

Posted by Mark Stanford  

30th August 2016 

When Joseph Muscat, Malta’s Labour Prime Minister, attended the Commonwealth Heads of 

Government Meeting in 2013, he expected ‘a condescending approach by… the British’. To his 

surprise, he found nothing of the sort. ‘I am glad to say, I was wrong… they do not see the 

Commonwealth as “their” thing. They are aware of the history, but keener on developing the future 

than reminiscing about the past.’ 



It is easy to see why at first glance, the Commonwealth may seem like an imperial relic. But this 

impression could not be further from the truth. In fact, the Commonwealth was founded precisely to 

acknowledge and enable decolonisation—the end of Empire, and the birth of a new era of co-

operation between equal and sovereign states. 

Progressives around the world were among those who fought long and hard for decolonisation, and 

we have every reason to embrace the Commonwealth proudly as a symbol of the success of those 

efforts. 

But the process set in train by decolonisation is far from complete. The world is still blighted by 

inequality and injustice. This is a time not for nostalgia, but for new, creative solutions to the 

problems we face. 

In recent years, there has been a wave of proposals for new processes of Commonwealth 

integration, from trade and migration agreements to the creation of a Commonwealth Assembly. 

These proposals seek to build on cultural, linguistic and institutional links between member states, 

at a time when geographical proximity matters less than ever. By complementing, rather than 

replacing, membership in organisations like SAARC, ASEAN, and CARICOM, proposals for a renewed 

Commonwealth aim to enhance the prosperity and influence of member states, without eroding 

their sovereignty. 

Britain’s exit from the European Union presents an important opportunity to reignite the 

conversation about what a renewed Commonwealth can do for its members. Many on the British 

left feel anxiety about a rise in nationalistic and xenophobic sentiments. This is a crucial moment to 

resist the tendency to look inwards, and instead to press for a more interconnected and solidaristic 

world order. 

Indeed, as a grouping which bridges the gap between countries small and large, developed and 

developing, the Commonwealth is ideally placed to address some of the gravest challenges of this 

century. With the end of the Cold War balance of power and the rise of new great powers, it is more 

important than ever for small countries to build strong networks to ensure their voice is heard. For 

developing countries in particular, the ecological and geopolitical challenges to come will require an 

unprecedented level of international co-operation. 

Thus while in the 20
th

 century, the Commonwealth stood for the end of an era, in the 21
st

 century, it 

can instead become a constructive symbol of a new, pluralistic and multipolar world, in which all 

countries have a voice. 

Commonwealth integration and renewal is therefore a profoundly progressive project. To empower 

and give voice to small countries around the world, and to work together to bring an end to poverty 

and underdevelopment, is to continue the proud legacy of decolonisation. For progressives in the 



developed Commonwealth countries, these proposals are not only a way to collaborate more closely 

with our counterparts in less developed countries; they are also a chance to renew our own 

societies, placing us firmly within positive global efforts to construct a multipolar world based on co-

operation and mutual respect. 

Today, we are witnessing profound changes in the relationship between citizens and international 

organisations. Individuals expect more of their governments, but also of international agencies. 

While in the past, these organisations operated intergovernmentally, with little democratic input, 

this is no longer sufficient. Instead, citizens want a say in the international organisations which 

represent them, and in the identities they take on or shed when their country joins or leaves a 

grouping. 

As a network still in an embryonic state, the Commonwealth presents an unprecedented 

opportunity to involve individuals in shaping the future not only of the network, but of what it 

means to be a Commonwealth citizen. The groundswell of popular support for free movement 

among developed Commonwealth countries is just one example of this. A progressive project of 

Commonwealth integration must be driven by ordinary people as well as governments, while 

recognising a plurality of voices and circumstances. 

For too long, enthusiasm about the Commonwealth has been seen as the preserve of Conservatives. 

The time has never been better for centre-left parties across the world to articulate our own vision 

for a renewed and reimagined Commonwealth. 

The Commonwealth represents the very best of what progressives fought for and achieved in the 

last century: the birth of the United Nations and the spread of sovereignty and self-determination 

throughout the world. Today, it can represent the best of what we can and must achieve in this 

century: a more equal, just, and sustainable world for all. 

 The views and opinions expressed are those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of 

the Royal Commonwealth Society 

Branch News 

Facebook Page 

RCS Wellington has opened its own Facebook page. Check it out for a whole range of shared articles 

on the Commonwealth and RCS. 

Subscriptions 

To those members who have renewed their membership subscriptions a big thank you. Your 

membership and support is appreciated. 

 



New Constitution 

The timeline for this has had to be revised and we will bot be in a position to circulate a discussion 

document until early 2017. 

Vale Bruce Brown QSO 

 

It is with sadness that we record the passing of Bruce Brown 

QSO, career diplomat who died recently. Due to poor health 

neither Bruce nor Josephine have been active in recent times 

but Bruce hosted some memorable dinners at the Wellington 

Club in the name of the RCS.  His death notice stated that 

there will be a memorial service in early 2017. As a career 

diplomat Bruce had tours of duty in a number of 

Commonwealth countries – Canberra, London, Ottawa with 

accreditation to the Caribbean and Pakistan. 

Image: Bruce Brown (left), New Zealand's first ambassador to Iran, 

presents his credentials to Shah Mohammed Reza Pahlavi (third from 

right) in April 1975. Brown was also accredited as ambassador to 

Pakistan. The location is the Niavaran palace in Tehran, the shah's 

final residence before his overthrow four years later. 

 

 

 

 

 


