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A history in common, a future in progress 
The Royal Commonwealth Society founded in 1868, is constituted by Royal Charter. A self funded, Not for Profit Society bound 
by a network of individuals and organisations committed to improving the lives and prospects of Commonwealth citizens across 
the world. Through youth empowerment, education and advocacy, the Royal Commonwealth Society promotes the value and 
the values of the Commonwealth. 
We champion human rights, democracy and sustainable development across the 53 member states which are intrinsically linked 
through their common history and shared values. 

Worldwide Patron: HM the Queen.  
Victoria Patron: Her Excellency The Honourable Linda Dessau AM, Governor of Victoria 

 
 

NEXT DINNER MEETING:    Thursday 13th October 
THEME:        AFL, VFL  
SPEAKER:    Mr. Leon Rice 

ATTIRE:      Lounge Suit – Evening wear,  

TALK:   A Parkinson-esque interview on football (not the round one) 

Bookings are to be made email or by leaving a message on the office PHONE: 9571 5688: 

NO later than 2pm Wednesday 5th October 2016 
  

 

 
 
 
 
         

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
DINNER MEETING in OCTOBER: GUEST OF HONOUR AND SPEAKER 
Mr. Leon Rice a former VFL Hawthorn player from 1970 to 1979. Leon under the number 13 jersey, played 

133 games, kicked 26 Goals and averaged 11.7 kicks per game. 

Leon was in the centre for the 1971 premiership final, Hawthorn against St. Kilda – 118,192 fans attended. 

 Played in the rain, it was a brutal, grinding clash  ................................... 
 
LUNCHEON: 
The next luncheon on Thursday 24

th
 November will be the last for the year so please keep the date free.  

Mr John Sutcliffe, President of the Theatre Organ Society Australia (TOSA) as our guest speaker. Mr 

Sutcliffe will speak about TOSA, the work it does and give an insight to next year’s programme. 

As is customary, the Women’s Group Committee will provide Christmas treats to make this a festive 

occasion. 

All members and their guests are welcome to the luncheons; we thus look forward to seeing many/all of you 

in attendance to make this a truly festive occasion and to give a warm welcome to Mr John Sutcliffe.  

DINNER CONTRIBUTION: 
Members $50 Guests $60 
630pm - Pre Dinner drinks  
Please note that ALL Bookings made AFTER 
Wednesday, 5th October may incur a $5 
Administration surcharge, due to catering 
changes 

LUNCHEON 

Next luncheon: Thursday 24
th

 November 2016 

Time: 12.00hr for 12.30hr 

Speaker: Mr. John Sutcliffe 

Topic: Theatre Organ Society 

RSVP by: Wednesday 17
th

 November 

Cost: $40 00 members    $50.00 Guests 

All members and guests are most welcome: 
If members or guests have dietary requirements, please advise when making your booking. 
 
PLEASE DO NOT MAKE A BOOKING UNLESS YOU ARE SURE YOU AND YOUR GUESTS WILL BE ATTENDING.  
 

A fee may apply for cancellation and no show bookings advised after 0900Hr on the Monday 



WOMEN”S GROUP NEWS: 
 
The Women’s Group Committee is organising a lucky competition (raffle) at the November dinner and will 

be running a Trading Table. For this to happen we do need the support and assistance of members;  

The Committee is just a small group so we cannot supply everything ourselves.  

We kindly ask members to consider donating interesting items suitable to raffle and also for sale on 

the Trading Table, small gifts suitable as Christmas gifts would be much appreciated for the Table.  
 

All proceeds will go to the RCS Victoria’s charitable giving fund.  
Any queries/offers regarding gifts please contact Elisabeth (see below) or call John at the office 95715688 

 

The Women’s Group Committee gratefully requires the support of all RCS members to make all fund 

raising events successful as well as fun.  

For queries about the Women’s Group, and for information about fund-raising please contact Elisabeth 

Newman; ph: 9699 9170 or email: elisabeth_mn@hotmail.com 

 

CHARITABLE GIVING: 
We are looking to support projects in line with the RCS objectives in Australia & close Commonwealth 

neighbours. The Committee overseeing the giving is developing guide-lines and considering 

organisations/projects to support that fit into the RCS ideals. The support of Primary Education continues.  

 
DINNER MEETING SEPTEMBER: 
 
Whilst numbers were again very low, the evening was a very big success.  

Anne Maslin spoke very knowledgably about the life and times of King Richard 111. 

.......................................................................................... 
COMMONWEALTH 2016  

 

The following articles have been lifted from the RCS Website. If you receive this by Email you can  
Ctrl  + Click on the Coloured hyperlink to read more: 

The RCS has a rich history of nurturing the creative talents 

of young people around the Commonwealth. We endeavour to promote literacy, expression and creativity among 

young people by celebrating excellence and imagination. Run by the RCS since 1883, this international schools’ 

writing contest – the world's oldest – is a highly regarded and popular international education project which we run in 

partnership with Cambridge University Press. 

More than 13,500 International young people entered this year’s competition and approximately 
4,000 received Gold, Silver or Bronze Awards, commending excellence in writing. 

Victoria was again very successful. 
             
State Total Number of Entrants Gold Silver Bronze 

AUSTRALIA TOTAL 355 22 36 62 

Victoria 210 7 19 35 

 
The Victoria Local awards night will again be held at “the Gables” in November. All 
Award winners will have a chance to win the Local Award.  
Judging has commenced.  

http://www.cambridge.org/


 
NEWS & BLOGS  
 

   
RCS E-news September 2016 

September's news from the Royal Commonwealth Society 

Download 
 

***************************************************************** 

Youth & Education 
 

Young people are an essential part of our international network. 
Sixty percent of the Commonwealth is under 30 years of age and the skills, innovation and 
creativity of these young people represent an incredible opportunity in which we believe 
the Commonwealth must invest. At the Royal Commonwealth Society, we work with 
educationalists, students and youth leaders from across the 53 Commonwealth nations to 
try and help realise the potential of our growing youth population.  

Some examples of RCS involvement  -  see website www.thercs.org  

Commonwealth Youth Gender and Equality Network(CYGEN) 
Queen's Commonwealth Essay Competition 

Commonwealth Youth Summit 
Queen's Young Leaders Programme 

Commonwealth Youth Exchange Council (CYEC) 
 

Press Releases 
 

12/09/2016 | British Columbia dedicates Great Bear Rainforest to The Queen’s 
Commonwealth Canopy 

The Province of British Columbia will dedicate the Great Bear Rainforest to The Queen’s 
Commonwealth Canopy (QCC), a pan-Commonwealth forest conservation initiative in Her Majesty 
The Queen’s name.  

07/09/2016 | The Australian Government and the Royal Commonwealth Society 
announce funding to promote gender equality and youth leadership in the 
Commonwealth 

The Australian Government and the Royal Commonwealth Society (RCS) today announced new 
funding to promote youth leadership and gender equality in the Commonwealth. The 
announcement was made by Natasha Stott Despoja, Australia’s Ambassador for Women and Girls 
at the 11th Commonwealth Women’s Ministerial Meeting (WAMM) in Apia, Samoa. A portion of the 
£200,000 (A$340,000) funding from the Australian Government will be used by the RCS to train 
young Commonwealth citizens as skilled advocates for gender equality in local, national and 
international politics. The RCS will also conduct research into young peoples’ experiences of 
gender based violence and how young people can effectively address the issue. Much of this work 
will be carried out through the Commonwealth Youth Gender and Equality Network (CYGEN), 
convened and supported by the RCS..   

https://www.thercs.org/news/newsletters/2016-newsletters-2/download/rcs-e-news-september-2016
http://www.thercs.org/
https://www.thercs.org/assets/Press-Releases/12.09.2016-British-Columbia-dedicates-Great-Bear-Rainforest-to-The-Queens-Commonwealth-Canopy.pdf
https://www.thercs.org/assets/Press-Releases/12.09.2016-British-Columbia-dedicates-Great-Bear-Rainforest-to-The-Queens-Commonwealth-Canopy.pdf
https://www.thercs.org/assets/Press-Releases/07.09.2016-The-Australian-Government-and-the-Royal-Commonwealth-Society-announce-funding-to-promote-gender-equality-and-youth-leadership-in-the-Commonwealth.pdf
https://www.thercs.org/assets/Press-Releases/07.09.2016-The-Australian-Government-and-the-Royal-Commonwealth-Society-announce-funding-to-promote-gender-equality-and-youth-leadership-in-the-Commonwealth.pdf
https://www.thercs.org/assets/Press-Releases/07.09.2016-The-Australian-Government-and-the-Royal-Commonwealth-Society-announce-funding-to-promote-gender-equality-and-youth-leadership-in-the-Commonwealth.pdf


15/08/2016 | Young writers awarded Winners of The Queen's Commonwealth Essay 
Competition  

Four young writers have been awarded Winners and Runners-Up of The Queen's Commonwealth 
Essay Competition 2016, the world's oldest international schools writing competition. 

 
*************************************************************************************** 

Commonwealth Youth Gender and Equality Network (CYGEN) 
 

Discriminatory gender norms are a central underpinning factor affecting the lives of young people 
in the Commonwealth today. Diverse issues from discrimination in employment, to sexual 
violence, to child marriage are all products of deep-rooted gender inequality. Although young 
people have often been victims of gender-based discrimination they are also well placed to 
combat these problems and build equality. 

The aim of CYGEN is to build a network of young people from across the Commonwealth who can 
collaborate and share good practice in their work. Youth voices on gender issues are not 
represented in formal Commonwealth youth structures, and this is a vacuum which urgently needs 
to be filled in order to create a more robust network of advocates, who can effectively push for 
policy change at local, national, regional and international levels. 

 

CYGEN at the United Nations and Commonwealth Week 2016 

 

In March 2016 CYGEN helped to run the first ever Youth Commission on the Status of Women 
(CSW) on the fringes of the official United Nations CSW. CYGEN participated as a member of an 
inter-agency working group of gender equality and youth organisations convened by UN Women. 
As well as speaking at the event and supporting the organisation of the conference, CYGEN 
representatives from Sri Lanka and Kenya, spoke at the Commonwealth Meeting of National 
Women’s Machineries and helped to launch a new global campaign, #Levelthelaw, to equalise 
gender discriminatory laws across the world. 

 

Meanwhile CYGEN's co-ordinator, Sarah Soysa, was in London to attend the launch of the 2016 
Commonwealth theme, 'An Inclusive Commonwealth', she attended Royal Commonwealth Society 
events and met HM The Queen. She also attended the Commonwealth Secretariat’s youth week to 
build new partnerships with Commonwealth organisations and youth-led networks including the 
Commonwealth Youth Council, Commonwealth Youth Climate Change Network and the 
Commonwealth Youth Human Rights and Democracy Network. 

 

 Visit our Website: 

 

 https://www.thercs.org/youth-and-education/commonwealth-youth-gender-and-equality-network/ 
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