
 
COMMONWEALTH NEWS 

August   2016 
A history in common, a future in progress 
The Royal Commonwealth Society founded in 1868, is constituted by Royal Charter. A self funded, Not for Profit Society bound 
by a network of individuals and organisations committed to improving the lives and prospects of Commonwealth citizens across 
the world. Through youth empowerment, education and advocacy, the Royal Commonwealth Society promotes the value and 
the values of the Commonwealth. 
We champion human rights, democracy and sustainable development across the 53 member states which are intrinsically linked 
through their common history and shared values. 

Worldwide Patron: HM the Queen.  
Victoria Patron: Her Excellency The Honourable Linda Dessau AM, Governor of Victoria 

 
 

NEXT DINNER MEETING:    Thursday 8th September 
THEME:        British Kings and Queens  
SPEAKER:    Anne Maslin 

ATTIRE:      Lounge Suit – Evening wear,  

TALK:   The Life, Death and times of King Richard 111 

Bookings are to be made email or by leaving a message on the office PHONE: 9571 5688: 

NO later than 2pm Wednesday 31st August  2016 
  

 

 
 
 
 
         

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
LUNCHEON: 
 

Details next month on August dinner and Bernie O’Sullivan, a very well respected legal practitioner  was the 

guest speaker. Bernie  addressed various topics related to  Estate Planning. 

All RCS members were most welcome, as well as members of the Council of British and Commonwealth 

Societies.  

 
WOMEN”S GROUP NEWS: 
 
We will be conducting another lucky competition (raffle) at the November dinner and will be running a 

Trading Table.  

We kindly ask members to consider supporting this forthcoming effort by donating interesting items suitable 

to raffle also for sale on the Trading table.  

 

DINNER CONTRIBUTION: 
Members $50 Guests $60 
630pm - Pre Dinner drinks  
Please note that ALL Bookings made AFTER 
Wednesday, 31st August  may incur a $5 
Administration surcharge, due to catering 
changes 

LUNCHEON 

Next luncheon: Thursday 25
th

 November 2016 

Time: 12.00hr for 12.30hr 

Speaker: TBA 

Topic: TBA , Christmas Trading Table 

RSVP by: Wednesday 17
th

 November 

Cost: $40 00 members    $50.00 Guests 

All members and guests are most welcome: 
If members or guests have dietary requirements, please advise when making your booking. 
 
PLEASE DO NOT MAKE A BOOKING UNLESS YOU ARE SURE YOU AND YOUR GUESTS WILL BE ATTENDING.  
 

A fee may apply for cancellation and no show bookings advised after 0900Hr on the Monday 



For further information about queries/offers of gifts fund-raising activities, also for queries about the 

Women’s Group, please contact Elisabeth Newman; ph: 9699 9170.  

 

CHARITABLE GIVING: 

 

We are looking to support projects in line with the RCS objectives in the Australia/Victoria - Asia Pacific 

region. 

The Committee overseeing the giving, is currently developing Procedures and guide-lines and considering 

organisations/projects to support that fit into the RCS ideals.  

The support of Primary Education in Tonga, the International Essay Competition for Victorian, Youth 

programs continues.  

DINNER MEETING SEPTEMBER : 
 
As advised last Month there has been a reduction in attendees at Meeting/Functions during the lead up and 

winter months. It is appreciated that there is a winter migration as members seek a break in the sun from our 

harsh winters. 

Whilst  it is appreciated that some of  the Members have expressed disappointment in the cancelling of May 

and August -  

We  Hope That The September Dinner Meeting Is Well Supported. 

Your feedback is always welcome. 

.......................................................................................... 
COMMONWEALTH 2016  

 

The following articles have been lifted from the RCS Website. If you receive this by Email you can  
Ctrl  + Click on the Coloured hyperlink to read more: 

******************************************************************* 

 

'An Inclusive Commonwealth' 

Many thanks to all those who took part in The Queen's Commonwealth Essay Competition 

2016.Certificates are now available and will indicate if the entry was given a Gold, Silver or 

Bronze Award.  

Congratulations to Inessa Rajah, Gauri Kumar, Esther Mungalaba, and Tan Wan Gee, the 

Winners and Runners-up of the competition this year! 

We are still awaiting the overall Victorian results, however we do know that the little township of Rochester 
and their Secondary School has again produced a Silver and Bronze Award. 
More details as we receive them. 

 
***************************************************************** 
NEWS & BLOGS  

      RCS E-news AUGUST 2016 
Download 
 

https://thercs.org/youth-and-education/the-queens-commonwealth-essay-competition/2016-certificates/
https://thercs.org/youth-and-education/the-queens-commonwealth-essay-competition/2016-results/
https://www.thercs.org/news/newsletters/2016-newsletters-2/download/rcs-e-news-august-2016


Youth & Education 
 

Young people are an essential part of our international network. 
Sixty percent of the Commonwealth is under 30 years of age and the skills, innovation and 
creativity of these young people represent an incredible opportunity in which we believe 
the Commonwealth must invest. At the Royal Commonwealth Society, we work with 
educationalists, students and youth leaders from across the 53 Commonwealth nations to 
try and help realise the potential of our growing youth population.  

Some examples of RCS involvement  -  see website www.thercs.org  

Commonwealth Youth Gender and Equality Network 
Queen's Commonwealth Essay Competition 

Commonwealth Youth Summit 
Queen's Young Leaders Programme 

Commonwealth Youth Exchange Council (CYEC) 

 

 

International Networks 
 
Divided into five Regions, the 53 country members of The Commonwealth include a significant number of small states 

(population <1.5 million) alongside some of the world’s largest and wealthiest countries. All members are equal and 

all subscribe to the values described in the Commonwealth Charter. 

The Royal Commonwealth Society's international networks provide a valuable source of contacts, advice, mutual 
support and fellowship. Currently 19,000 strong and growing, the network draws from every Commonwealth nation, 

integrating individuals, branches and regions within civil society, government and commerce. 

The new status of Associate Fellow has been created in recognition of those who demonstrate a sustained 
commitment to promoting the values of the Commonwealth and working to improve the lives of Commonwealth 

citizens. 

There is a great number of Branches and Societies across the Commonwealth, contact details for which are listed 

within the Regions. If you would like to get involved do contact your Regional Co-ordinator.  

 

Arranged to follow the route of the Queen's Baton Relay, the panels reflect some of RCS' recent activity by region. 

 

 
 

http://www.thercs.org/
https://www.thercs.org/assets/Uploads/CharteroftheCommonwealth.pdf
https://www.thercs.org/international-network/associate-fellows-of-the-rcs/#International%20Networks


 

Associate Fellows of the RCS 
 

The Associate Fellowship of the Royal Commonwealth Society offers people from across the 
Commonwealth the opportunity to become part of an ever-growing network, offering 
opportunities, resources and a platform for discussion. 

 

» Find out more about what’s happening in Associate Fellows of the RCS 
 
 

Pacific 
 

There are 11 Commonwealth member states in the Pacific. RCS currently has branches in only two 
of these countries and an honorary representative in a third. RCS therefore does not have a 
strong presence in the region, so we intend to build on this, to connect and work with other... 

» Find out more about what’s happening in Pacific 
*************************************************************************************** 

Commonwealth Youth Exchange Council (CYEC) 

The Commonwealth Youth Exchange Council became a subsidiary charity of the Royal 

Commonwealth Society in February 2014. 

CYEC is an education and youth development charity which was founded in 1970. Its mission is the development 

of young people, educators and their institutions through promotion of Commonwealth and intercultural 

understanding and inter-change. CYEC works to further its mission through a wide range of partnerships across 

the Commonwealth. 

CYEC has three main programme areas: 

 Youth Programmes 

 Commonwealth Teacher Exchange Programme (CTEP) 

 Raising Awareness of the Commonwealth and its Value 

https://www.thercs.org/international-network/associate-fellows-of-the-rcs/
https://www.thercs.org/international-network/pacific/
https://thercs.org/youth-and-education/commonwealth-youth-exchange-council/

