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Beth and 
Libby at 
Photo-
graphic/Art 
Competition 

Libby Ellis and the president 
of the Ottawa RCS Branch in 
Ottawa recently 

Libby Ellis presenting the RCS First prize and the RCS trophy to Claudia Floreani and  
St Ignatius’ College teaching staff at the recent Plain English Speaking Award Final 

RCS Ensemble at the recent RCS 
Queen’s Birthday Luncheon 

Libby presenting Sossy 
Msomi with the Honorary 
Fellow Certificate  

Audience at the photographic/Art 
competition prize giving reception 

Memorabilia 
displayed at 
Queen’s Birthday 
Church Service at 
Christ Church 
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Some of the winners in the Photographic/Art Competition   L-R 
Finn Blizzard, Sebastian Cesare, Penny Frankel, Zach Shinnick, Charlotte McCarthy, 
Renee Bacchus, Calem Lovelock, Louise Palmer, Tiffany Leonard. 
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PATRONS 
Worldwide Patron 
 Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
 

South Australian Patron:  
 His Excellency The Honourable Hieu Van Le AC 
 Governor of South Australia 

DIARY DATES 
October 3rd-7th RCS International  
   Meeting, London 
December 1st Christmas Reception 
December 9th Tanzania Day function 
 

For further details regarding the above 
functions please contact  
Libby 0412 820 121 or Julie 8357 9547 

RCS Lapel Pins 
Lapel pins 
are available 
Please con-
tact the sec-
retary to 
purchase a 
pin. 
Join us in 
wearing the 
new RCS 

lapel pin!         Cost $5 

History of the South Australian Branch of the RCS 
 

The Royal Commonwealth Society (RCS) was founded in 1868 as the Colonial  
Society, it became the Royal Empire Society in 1882, and assumed its present title 
in 1958.  It has headquarters in London, England, with some 70 branches and  
affiliations in 40 countries.  There are some 10,000 members of the RCS world-
wide.   
 

At the National Executive Meeting (NEM) in Canberra in April 2016 it was resolved 
that each branch should research and provide a draft of their history by 2017 
NEM. 
Ken Pennell and his family have been long time members of the South Branch of 
the RCS.  Ken has a wealth of knowledge about the South Australian Branch. 
 

Ken has been appointed Historian for the SA Branch and is very busy visiting the 
Mortlock Library and researching our history. 
 
 

If you have any interesting knowledge of our history please contact Ken. 

 

 

August-October 2016 Newsletter 

Queen’s Young Leaders’ Programme 

Each year from 2014 to 2018, 60 inspirational young people are selected to receive 
an Award and become ‘Queen’s Young Leaders’ – one for every year that The 
Queen had served as Head of the Commonwealth at the time of her Diamond Jubi-
lee. The aspiration is for at least one young person from every Commonwealth 
country to receive a Queen’s Young Leaders Award for achievement in transform-
ing their own lives and the lives of others.  
 

Thousands of applications have flooded in since the programme was launched. 
Now in its second year, The Queen's Young Leaders of 2016 have been selected 
from across the Commonwealth.  
 

Applications re-commence in June 2016 to become a Queen’s Young Leader 2017 
 

Check the RCS web site for further details 

OTTAWA RCS 
On a recent trip overseas the RCS South Australian President, Libby Ellis with fellow 
RCS members Jan and John Shepherd and David Ellis met with the RCS Ottawa 
President, Gregory Evanik. 
 

The Ottawa Branch of the Royal Commonwealth Society is a Canadian registered 
education charity. 
The RCS Ottawa Branch is an independent branch, which is associated with RCS 
London and RCS Canada.  It was the first RCS branch in Canada and has operated 
the National Student Commonwealth Forum for over 40 years. 
In supporting life-long learning, RCS Ottawa strengthens communities by sharing 
information and knowledge on The Commonwealth, its values, and the insights, 
inspiration, and innovation related to the issues that we face together. 

Throughout the year the branch organises a speaker series to promote a broader 
understanding of Commonwealth issues. 
The Annual National Student Commonwealth Forum program was first started in 
1973 to coincide with Canada’s hosting of the Commonwealth Heads of Government 
Meeting (CHOGM) in Ottawa. 

RCS and the Commonwealth web pages 
Find more information about The Royal Commonwealth Society and the  
Commonwealth on the web.   
www.thercs.org 
 www.thecommonwealth.org 
www.thercssa.com.au 



 

 

August -October 2016 Newsletter 

MEMBERS OF THE COMMONWEALTH 
 

The following Countries are members of the Commonwealth in order of  
seniority of membership 

 United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, India,  
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Ghana, Malaysia, Nigeria, Cyprus, Sierra Leone,  

Tanzania, Jamaica, Trinidad & Tobago, Uganda, Kenya, Malawi, Malta, Zambia, The Gam-
bia, Singapore, Guyana, Botswana, Lesotho, Barbados, Nauru, Mauritius, Swaziland, 

Tonga, Samoa, Fiji Islands, Bangladesh,  
The Bahamas, Grenada, Papua New Guinea, Seychelles, Solomon Islands, Tuvalu, Domin-

ica, St Lucia, Kiribati, St Vincent & The Grenadines, Vanuatu, 
Belize, Antigua & Barbuda, Maldives, St Christopher & Nevis,  

Brunei Darussalam, Namibia, Cameroon, Mozambique, Rwanda 
 

These diverse nations representing one quarter of the world’s population over every con-
tinent, include Republics, National Monarchies and a  

number of Nations that recognise Queen Elizabeth 11 as their own Head of State. 

Branch Council Members     2016 
 

President:   Libby Ellis OAM  0412 820 121 
Vice President:  Margaret Lord  (08) 8346 7952 
Vice President  Jayne Ross   (08) 8346 6002 
Treasurer:   Allan Perryman  0418 821 572 
Secretary:   Julie Gameau   (08) 8357 9547 
Historian   Ken Pennell   0408 067 480 
 

Councillors:   Chris Ashton   0419 804 725 
    Terry Grant   (08) 8333 1658 
    Beth Mayfield  0403 008 816 
    Des Wyatt   (08) 8281 7594 
 

 

Please contact the above members for any information regarding the  
activities and news of the Royal Commonwealth Society (South Australian Branch) 

South Australian events 
The two South Australian events organised for last month were a great success. 
 

THE QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY LUNCHEON.  Members and guests enjoyed the friendship and  
Dr Charitha Perera’s address on Sri Lanka.  Honorary Fellow Certificates were presented to 
two Consuls Dr Charitha Pererea and Sossy Msomi. 
 

PHOTOGRAPHIC/ART COMPETITION Over 50 people were present at Living Choice for the 
presentations to the prize winners.  Students, family, teachers and RCS members enjoyed 
inspecting the art and photos, and talking about the youth activities of the branch. 
We all had fun at the two events. 
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President’s report 
The South Australian Branch of your Association has been very busy since we attended 
the National Executives meeting in Canberra in April. 
Our fabulous Ensemble performed another sensational concert themed around Sea-
sons, with Vivaldi’s Four Seasons as the highlight second half. 
We have consolidated our Ensemble into a String Quintet and a Wind Quartet so that it 
is easier for them to be available for multiple concerts rather than putting so much 
work into just one major presentation. 
We held a successful lunch to celebrate Her Majesty’s birthday. Dr Charitha Perera, 
Hon. Consul for Sri Lanka was our guest speaker.  The edited speech is published in this 
newsletter. 
During this lunch we presented certificates proclaiming Dr Perera and Mr Sossy Msomi, 
Hon. Consul for Tanzania as Honourary Fellows of the RSC (SA). 
This year the Royal Presidents’ Dinner was hosted by the Royal Deaf Society, now bet-
ter known as ‘Deaf Can Do’.  All the attendees were given lessons in Auslan, the Sign 
Language; the National Anthem was performed in Auslan, and the speaker gave his 
address in Auslan, with a translator. 
We have also attended Muungano Day with the Tanzanian diaspora, and the state  
finals of the Plain English Speaking competition at which RCS awarded first prize to the 
winner and the perpetual trophy to the winner’s school. 
A highlight of my recent holiday in North America was a meeting with the President of 
the Ottawa Branch of the RCS. Gregory drove us around Ottawa and commented as we 
drove past the Governor General’s mansion, that it was wonderful that he didn’t have 
to explain what a Governor General was!  Apparently he always has to with visitors 
from the United States. 
As I am sure you all know, the 53 countries of the British Commonwealth comprise 
about two billion citizens of which one billion or 60% are under thirty. The London 
Branch of the RCS is hosting an International Meeting in London in October of this year, 
and as part of the preparations I was asked how many members our Branch had under 
thirty. At that stage I had to answer that we had none. I am delighted to announce that 
I have subsequently written to London to advise them that we have three members 
under thirty, two of whom are still at school. The RCS is so passionate about involving 
younger members, that of the five-day meeting in London, the first two days will be 
devoted to the Youth delegates. Unfortunately it is unlikely that South Australia will 
have any youth delegates in London this year, but we are working on it. We are plan-
ning to create a Youth Committee in South Australia assisting them to plan their own 
events and hopefully we will have a good representation present during the National 
RCS meeting that we are hosting in Adelaide in 2017, so that by the time of the next 
International Meeting we will be well prepared and well represented. 
At this stage we have five delegates attending 

 
Libby Ellis OAM President 
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The Queen’s 90th 
Birthday Celebrations 
A service for the Queen's 90th 
Birthday, was celebrated at 
Christchurch, North Adelaide on 
Sunday 12th June, the 3rd Sunday 
after Trinity, at 10 am, with a 
Choral Eucharist. 
It was a special commemoration of 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth's 
90th Birthday, and Keith Brice, the 
Rector extended a special welcome 
to the Governor of South Australia, 

His Excellency the Honourable Hieu Van Le AC and Mrs Le, 
the Very Rev'd David Richardson, Guest preacher and Mrs 
Richardson, and all distinguished guests, visitors and 
member s the Christ Church family. 
The Royal Commonwealth Society was represented by Mrs 
Jayne Mary Ross, Mr Ken Pennell and Mr Allan Perryman. 
There were refreshments in the Church Hall afterwards, 
and Mr Ken Jacobs had a very interesting display of 
memorabilia of the Queen, some pictured here, and the 
Logo in honour of Her Majesty the Queen's 90th birthday 
was designed by Lucas Salinger, aged 10, from Potten End 
C of E Primary School in Hertfordshire. 
 

Jayne Mary Ross, Vice President. 

The Ode 
We of the Royal Commonwealth Society shall continue to foster goodwill and affection 
between peoples of the Commonwealth so that all may live together in peace, sympa-
thy and understanding  
 

Objects of the Royal Commonwealth Society 
The objects of the society are to promote the increase and diffusion of knowledge re-
specting the people and Countries of the Commonwealth, to maintain the best tradi-
tions of the Commonwealth and to foster unity of thought and action to matters of 
common interest 
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LONDON NEWS 
The Royal Commonwealth Society statement on UK voting to leave the European 
Union  
 
PRESS RELEASE:  After a long campaign the people of the United Kingdom have 
voted to leave the European Union through a historic referendum.  As the UK re-
acts to the implications of this decision, the positive consequences of the UK’s 
membership of the Commonwealth should also be considered.  While several 
Commonwealth leaders had expressed concerns over a UK withdrawal from the 
EU, all respected the right of the people of the United Kingdom to decide their fate 
for themselves.  The Prime Minister of Malta, Dr Joseph Muscat, told Maltese 
broadcaster TVM, that the country was ready for a new reality without the UK in 
the EU, saying "It's not what we had hoped would happen, but it has happened,” . 
The President of Cyprus, Nicos Anastasiades, reiterated “special relations with Brit-
ain through the Commonwealth”. The decision to leave will have ramifications for 
all aspects of UK policy and politics. While the country comes together to chart a 
course forward there is a need to take stock of the global implications. The impact 
of the UK’s membership of the Commonwealth network must be part of this con-
versation. The potential influence of the Commonwealth members’ foreign policy, 
business ties, security links and cultural connections on the UK in its new position 
are significant. Existing Commonwealth ties also stretch across national, devolved 
and local politics in the UK as well as extensive diaspora networks. The modern 
Commonwealth of Nations comprises 53 countries from all regions of the world 
including Cyprus and Malta who are also in the European Union. The Common-
wealth network is used by governments, businesses and citizens to cooperate and 
use common ties between diverse nations. In its re-positioning strategy the UK 
should draw support from its Commonwealth membership and ensure that the 
Commonwealth potential in a fast-changing world should be integrated into all 
debates on the future of its foreign and domestic policy. 

NEW PREMISES FOR RCS LONDON 
 

The RCS London home is in Pall Mall opposite Marlborough House ,home of the 
Commonwealth Secretariat.  The RCS will share accommodation with the  
Commonwealth Games Federation and the Commonwealth Local Government 
Forum.  The Commonwealth Hub was launched by The Queen on June 9th. 
The building has been renamed Commonwealth House and the society expects to 
move into the new offices between July and September. 
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IT IS TIME TO CHANGE 
 

When the annual subscriptions were set and postage was about 20cents it was 
economical to post newsletters, notices and minutes to members and they 
would arrive the next day.  Change is upon us and it is becoming “normal” to 
now provide these items electronically to a person’s email address as the Aus-
tralia Post mail is now $1.00 per letter and takes up to 10 days to arrive. 
 
We need your help.   Please send us your email details.  Simply send an email 
to thercssa@gmail.com with your name.  We do understand that some do not 
have an email address and we will continue to send information to you by Aus-
tralia Post. 

Dr Perera’s address continued 
 

In 1960, after winning the general elections, Mrs Sirimavo Bandaranaike was elected 
the Prime Minister, First female Prime Minister in the World.  
In 1972, the country became a republic, named Sri Lanka. 
Sri Lanka’s role in the Commonwealth 
Sri Lanka joined the Commonwealth in 1948 and is one of the eight founding members 
and has been an active member since. 
Sri Lanka hosted the 23rd Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) in 
November 2013. CHOGM 2013 was the first time an Asian country was hosting CHOGM 
after 24 years. Following CHOGM 2013 Sri Lanka was Chair in Office till the 2015 
CHOGM in Malta. 
Sri Lanka has also regularly participated in the Commonwealth Games since 1938 and 
has many medal winners 
The Commonwealth is active in Sri Lankan through the “Commonwealth Fund for Tech-
nical Co-operation in development assistance” especially in Public service strengthen-
ing including support for training of public servants and Youth entrepreneurship, Her 
majesty the queen was the Queen of Ceylon from 1952 until 1972, a period of twenty 
years and has visited the country twice.The first visit by the Queen to Ceylon was in 
1954 where she opened both Houses of Parliament in April 1954, wearing her Corona-
tion robes, at the invitation of Sir John Kotelawala, the then Prime Minister of Ceylon. 
Coronation robes reflected the Commonwealth itself, being embroidered with the na-
tional symbolic flowers, including the lotus flower of Ceylon. 
Her Majesty made her second visit to Sri Lanka in October 1981 as Head of the Com-

monwealth to celebrate the county’s 50th anniversary of universal adult franchise. 
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Tall Ship Tenacious 
This impressive 65m barque was launched 
in 2000.  She was the largest wooden tall 
ship to be built in the UK for over 100 
years.  Her whole build process was 
unique and disabled and able bodied vol-
unteers helped to build her, so she is 
greatly loved by her guest crews and sup-
porters. 
Unique British Design 
Tenacious (and her smaller sister ship Lord 
Nelson) are the only two of their kind in 
the world that have been designed and 

built to enable people of all physical abilities to sail side by side on equal terms. 
36 000 people have sailed on the two ships since they were built. 
Facilities on board include wide flat decks for ease of movement around the ship, 
wheel chair lifts between deck levels, a hearing hoop, a speaking compass when 
required and hydraulic power assisted steering to enable people with limited 
strength or mobility to experience the thrill of steering a 586 ton sailing ship.  

Great Offer 
This impressive three masted barque is everything you would want from a tall 
ship day sail.  Towering masts to climb with 5 square sails on main and foremast 
and a total of 21 sails to set as your team challenge for the day.  The oldest day 
sail guest crew so far has been 99 years old and you can take children from the 
age of 12 upwards.  
On October 9 this year Tenacious will offer a days sailing for just $200.  

We have been offered this unique opportunity to book one 
of the 49 places available. 
Please email allanper@gmail.com if you would like to book 
a place. 

2016 subscriptions were due on 1st January 2016 
Please pay the Treasurer if you have not paid and wish to  

continue your RCS membership 
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Dr C Perera’s address to the South Australian Branch of the RCS 
 

I thank you for your kind invitation and it is a great honour to speak to you today as we 
celebrate the 90th Birthday of her Majesty the Queen. 
Sri Lanka is a small island nation in the Indian Ocean, about 32km from the southern tip of 
India. With a land mass of about 65,000 sqkm, it is smaller than Tasmania and has a popu-
lation of about 22 million, almost the same as Australia. 
Sri Lanka has a tropical climate and is blessed with 103 rivers, the longest of these extend-
ing 335 kilometres. These waterways give rise to 51 natural waterfalls of 10 meters or 
more, the highest with a height of 263 metres. Sri Lanka also has a 1,585 km long coastline 
containing some of the world’s most picturesque beaches 
Lying within the Indomalaya Eco zone it also has the highest biodiversity density in Asia 
with 27% of the 3,210 flowering plants and 22% of the mammals classified as endemic 
Sri Lanka's documented history spans over 3,000 years, with evidence of pre-historic hu-
man settlements dating back to at least 125,000 years. A diverse and multicultural coun-
try, Sri Lanka is home to many religions, ethnic groups, and languages.  
The Sinhalese constitute the largest ethnic group in the country, with 75% of the total 
population; Sri Lankan Tamils are the second major ethnic group, with a percentage of 
11.2%. Sri Lankan Moors comprise 9.2%.  
70% of the Sri Lankan population are Buddhist. Buddhism was introduced to Sri Lanka in 
the 2nd century BC has the longest continuous history of Buddhism of any predominately 
Buddhist nation with the Sangha (monks) having existed in a largely unbroken lineage  
Hinduism, practiced by 15% of the population, is the second most prevalent religion in Sri 
Lanka and Islam is the third most dominant religion in the country, having first been 
brought to the island by Arab traders, starting around the 7th century AD.  
Around 7.4% of the Sri Lankan population are Christians having reached the country 
through Western colonists in the early 16th century 
Sri Lanka was known to travellers by a variety of names. The ancient Greek geographers 
called it Taprobanā, the Persians and the Arabs referred to it as Sarandīb (the origin of the 
word "serendipity") and, Ceilão, by the Portuguese Empire when it arrived in 1505. As a 
British crown colony, the island was known as Ceylon. 
In 1972, the country became a republic and its formal name was changed to the “Free, 
Sovereign and Independent Republic of Sri Lanka" and later following the constitutional 
changes in 1978 it was changed to the current name, the "Democratic Socialist Republic of 
Sri Lanka 
The history of the Sinhalese in Sri Lanka starts in 543 BC with the arrival of Prince Vijaya, a 
semi-legendary prince who sailed with 700 followers to Sri Lanka, after being expelled  
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from Vanga Kingdom (present-day Bengal). He was first of the approximately 189 native 
monarchs of Sri Lanka until 1815, when the country became part of the British Empire. 
The city of Anuradhapura, established in 380 BC was the first capital city of the country for 
nearly 1,400 years. Sri Lankan monarchs undertook some remarkable construction projects 
during this period including Sigiriya, the so-called "Fortress in the Sky”.  
The 1,600-year-old Sigiriya frescoes are an example of ancient Sri Lankan art at its finest and 

is one of the seven UNESCO World Heritage Sites in Sri Lanka. 
The early modern period of Sri Lanka begins with the arrival of Portuguese soldier and ex-
plorer Lourenço de Almeida in 1505. In 1517, the Portuguese built a fort at the port city of 
Colombo and gradually extended their control over the coastal areas. 
1592, after decades of intermittent warfare with the Portuguese, the Sri Lankan king moved 
his kingdom to the inland city of Kandy. The Kingdom of Kandy was the last independent 
monarchy of Sri Lanka. 
In 1638, the king signed a treaty with the Dutch East India Company to defeat the Portu-
guese and following the Dutch–Portuguese War, Colombo was occupied by the Dutch in 
1656.  
There was a major social and cultural transformation of Sri Lanka during the Portuguese and 
Dutch occupation. Food, music, religion and names (Perera!) 
In 1796, the British arrived and took over the coastal areas of Ceylon and On 14 February 
1815, Kandy was occupied by the British ending Sri Lanka's independence 
Coffee was the primary commodity export of Ceylon, but, a devastating leaf disease, struck 
the coffee plantations in 1869, destroying the entire industry within fifteen years.  
Tea plantation was introduced to the country in 1867 by James Taylor, a British planter, and 
Tea production in Sri Lanka has thrived since, producing more than 350 million kg of Tea last 
year, the 4th largest producer in the world. 
By the end of the 19th century, the British established institutions to develop the country’s 
Civil Service and the legal, educational, and medical professions. The railways, roads and 
other infrastructure was built but the British throughout the country. 
More importantly, the British introduced the game of Cricket! 
In 1931 universal adult franchise was introduced in Ceylon, the first in the British Empire 
outside Australia, Canada and South Africa, therefore the oldest democracy in Asia.  
During the 2nd World War, Ceylon became major base for the British and Australian soldiers. 
The natural harbour in Trimcomalee was used to re-fuel military ships. 
Ceylon gained independence on 4 February 1948 and D. S. Senanayake became the first 
Prime Minister of Ceylon.  
 


