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A history in common, a future in progress 
The Royal Commonwealth Society founded in 1868, is constituted by Royal Charter. A self funded, Not for Profit Society bound 
by a network of individuals and organisations committed to improving the lives and prospects of Commonwealth citizens across 
the world. Through youth empowerment, education and advocacy, the Royal Commonwealth Society promotes the value and 
the values of the Commonwealth. 
We champion human rights, democracy and sustainable development across the 53 member states which are intrinsically linked 
through their common history and shared values. 

Worldwide Patron: HM the Queen.  
Victoria Patron: Her Excellency The Honourable Linda Dessau AM, Governor of Victoria 

 
 

DINNER:    Thursday 9th June              May  Dinner - Cancelled  

 
Happy 90

th
 Birthday  HM  - 21 April  2016 

 
THEME:      Queens Birthday 
SPEAKER:  TBA 

ATTIRE:    Lounge Suit – Evening wear,  

TALK: TBA 

Bookings are to be made email or by leaving a message on the office PHONE: 9571 5688: 

NO later than 2pm Wednesday 1st June 2016  

 

 
 
 
 
         

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
NO DINNER Meeting in May:  We regret having to cancel this dinner. The reality is that members/guests 
attending Dinner/Meeting fluctuates hugely and whilst our minimum number of attendees is 30 the 
optimum number is 40. We have in the past had 11 Dinner/meetings and  4 luncheons. 

A straw poll:  Your Society Your voice - Details next Newsletter 
Dinner Function:   
1. No Change  Monthly   2. bi-monthly   3.  quarterly   4.   1 / 2  Gala  Functions per Year.  
Luncheons:  
5.  No Change  Quarterly. 6. Quarterly  - NOT  dinner  month.  7. 1/2 per year 
 Currently $50 Dinner Function $40 Luncheon 
Would you pay $30 more  for  a gala function 1/2 times per year?   how many ?  

DINNER CONTRIBUTION: 
Members $50 Guests $60 
630pm - Pre Dinner drinks  
Please note that ALL Bookings made AFTER 
2.00 pm on  1st June  may incur a $5 surcharge, 
due to catering. 

LUNCHEON 

Next:  Thursday 26
th

 May 2016 

Time: 12.00hr for 12.30hr 

Speaker: Mrs. Ann Catchpole 

Topic: Cottage by the Sea 

RSVP: by Wednesday 18
th

 May. 

Cost: $40 00 Members    $50.00 Guests 

 

All members and guests are most welcome: 
If members or guests have dietary requirements, please advise when making your booking. 
 
PLEASE DO NOT MAKE A BOOKING UNLESS YOU ARE SURE YOU AND YOUR GUESTS WILL BE ATTENDING.  
 

A fee may apply for cancellation and no show bookings advised after 0900Hr on the Monday 



GUEST SPEAKER APRIL  14TH ANZAC DINNER: 
Our ANZAC Day function was another big success, excellent food, great fellowship and a very appropriate 
subject and interesting speaker in Mr. Graeme Plumridge - President Melbourne Legacy.  
Whist new to the Presidents role, Graeme was able and willing to provide  vast history of the good work 
that Melbourne Legacy has been providing for  war widows and families with caring, compassionate 
support, including counselling, pensions advocacy, welfare support, financial assistance and social support.  
A commitment to nurturing children's education by contributing towards school fees, books, uniforms and 
recreational activities to aid their self development and confidence. 
 
LUNCHEON: 
 
Please set aside 26

th
 May for the next luncheon .It is with pleasure that we welcome Mrs Anne Catchpole, 

Community Relations Officer back to the RCS. It is some years since Anne spoke to us about the Cottage by 

the Sea, of its history and the valuable work it undertakes. We look forward to being reminded of this work 

and learning of new initiatives. 

 

It was encouraging to have had a slightly higher attendance at the February lunch so, please show your 

support for Cottage by the Sea, a highly regarded Children’s Charity, by attending the lunch. All members 

and their guests are welcome. We also welcome members of the ESU.  Members of the Council of British 

and Commonwealth Societies are also welcome. 

 

 

WOMEN”S GROUP NEWS: 
 
While in NY mid-March for the 60

th
 Commission on the Status of Women, I attended a days’ forum of the 

Commonwealth National Women’s Machineries. The end of term review  of the Commonwealth Plan of 

Action for Gender Equality was presented, Gender equality in the context of the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development was looked at. Governments are committed to supporting the 17 goals, which, if 

fully met, ought to make the world a better place in which to live. The Commonwealth has a definite focus 

on youth and education for all. Baroness Patricia Scotland, the newly appointed Secretary-General of the 

Commonwealth, is about to take up the position. 

  

For further information about charitable activities, also for queries about the Women’s Group, please contact 

Elisabeth Newman; ph: 9699 9170.  

 

.......................................................................................... 

 
RCS Australia National Executive Meeting 

 
Over the weekend  of 21/24 April 2016 RCS State Office bearers and observers attended the 

second meeting of RCS Australian states,  to workshop ideas , issues and to formulate a 

combined approach to the next developmental phase of the RCS in Australia. 

Your Council sent along 4 Councillors, including our newest Councillor Mr. James 

McCarthy who will be the co-ordinator for  sub-committee involving Youth Development. 

 

Keynote speakers were Helen Jones - RCS London - Youth Affairs and Darryl Stevens - 

RCS Pacific Region Co-ordinator. 

The general consensus from teh returning delegates was that it was very successful. 

 

We will be providing more details of teh outcomes over the next couple of Months.  



AGM 2015  -  held 14
th

 April 2016 at the Gables. 
 

The 95th Annual General Meeting was conducted without incident. There was a 

quorum and all of the perfunctory resolutions were all carried. 

 

Our Honorary Auditor Mr. Jan Jackson has been reinstated and we are grateful for his 

assistance. 

Your Council representatives for  2015 have all been re- elected, with an additional 

Councillor and they are as follows: 

President - Mr. Lloyd Byrne    :   Vice President - Mr. Trevor Edmonds, 

Hon. Treasurer - Mr. Ken Spargo, Mrs. Elisabeth Newman - Councillor and Women's 

Group Secretary, Mr. John Colston Secretary and Councillor -, Mr. Charles Hulson - 

Councillor and new to Council Mr. James McCarthy - Councillor. 

 

 Next month I will provide a profile of your Councillors and further details of AGM 

outcomes. 

 

Should any Fellow wish to see a copy of the minutes, financial documents and 2015 

annual + Presidents reports, please contact the Secretary. 

 

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 
 

The Commonwealth in 2016 

********************************************************** 

The Commonwealth, Education & Youth  
The following articles have been lifted from the RCS Website. If you receive this by Email you can  

Ctrl  + Click on the Coloured / Blue hyperlink to read more: 

******************************************************************* 
The Queen's Commonwealth Essay Competition 2016 »  
 
The theme for 2016 is ‘An Inclusive Commonwealth’, which is also the 2016 Commonwealth Year theme, 
and a topical theme for today’s youth. Both Senior and Junior topics give young people the opportunity to 
think about aspects of the theme such as: the significance of community; the importance of diversity and 
difference; the question of belonging; the values of tolerance, respect and understanding; and the sense of 
shared responsibility that exists within the Commonwealth today. The topics are a chance to develop 
critical thinking and to express views in a creative manner. 

 Essays can be submitted until 1st May 2016. 

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 

Queen's Young Leaders Programme 

This life-changing programme has been established by The Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee Trust and runs in 

partnership with Comic Relief and the Royal Commonwealth Society in honour of The Queen’s 60-year 

contribution to the Commonwealth. 

Find out more 
 

https://www.thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/the-commonwealth-in-2016/
https://thercs.org/youth/the-queens-commonwealth-essay-competition-2015/
https://www.thercs.org/youth-and-education/queens-young-leaders-programme/


We all wish Her Majesty The Queen -  Happy 90th Birthday  HM  - 21 April  2016  
 
Events to mark The Queen's 90th birthday 

 
 

Did you light a beacon? let us know how it went.! 
************************************************************************************* 

Youth & Education 

Young people are an essential part of our international network. 

Sixty percent of the Commonwealth is under 30 years of age and the skills, innovation and creativity of these 

young people represent an incredible opportunity in which we believe the Commonwealth must invest. At the 

Royal Commonwealth Society, we work with educationalists, students and youth leaders from across the 53 

Commonwealth nations to try and help realise the potential of our growing youth population. 

Commonwealth Youth Gender and Equality Network 

Young people from around the Commonwealth will meet in Malta from 13-17 May at the launch of the 

Commonwealth Youth Gender and Equality Network. They will discuss the key gender related issues affecting 

the Commonwealth today.  Read on 

 

Commonwealth Youth Summits 

In October 2015, the RCS revitalised one of its key youth projects organising the London Commonwealth Youth 

Summit giving young Londoners the opportunity to take part in a one day simulation of a CHOGM. 

Find out more 

 

https://www.thercs.org/youth-and-education/commonwealth-youth-gender-and-equality-network/
https://www.thercs.org/youth-and-education/past-projects/past-project-page-2/
https://www.thercs.org/youth-and-education/commonwealth-youth-summits/

