
 
COMMONWEALTH NEWS 

JUNE  2016 
A history in common, a future in progress 
The Royal Commonwealth Society founded in 1868, is constituted by Royal Charter. A self funded, Not for Profit Society bound 
by a network of individuals and organisations committed to improving the lives and prospects of Commonwealth citizens across 
the world. Through youth empowerment, education and advocacy, the Royal Commonwealth Society promotes the value and 
the values of the Commonwealth. 
We champion human rights, democracy and sustainable development across the 53 member states which are intrinsically linked 
through their common history and shared values. 

Worldwide Patron: HM the Queen.  
Victoria Patron: Her Excellency The Honourable Linda Dessau AM, Governor of Victoria 

 
 

DINNER:    Thursday 9th June               

 
Happy 90

th
 Birthday  HM  - 21 April  2016 

 
THEME:      Queens Birthday 
SPEAKER:  Mr. Murray Thompson  MLA 

ATTIRE:    Lounge Suit – Evening wear,  

TALK: HM the Queen 

Bookings are to be made email or by leaving a message on the office PHONE: 9571 5688: 

NO later than 2pm Wednesday 1st June 2016  

 

 
 
 
 
         

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
NO DINNER Meeting in May:  We regret having to cancel this dinner. The reality is that members/guests 
attending Dinner/Meeting fluctuates hugely and whilst our minimum number of attendees is 30 the 
optimum number is 40. We have in the past had 11 Dinner/meetings and  4 luncheons. 

A straw poll:  Your Society Your voice - Let us know what you want 
Dinner Function:   
1. No Change  Monthly   2. bi-monthly   3.  quarterly   4.   1 / 2  Gala  Functions per Year.  
Luncheons:  
5.  No Change  Quarterly. 6. Quarterly  - NOT  dinner  month.  7. 1/2 per year 
 Currently $50 Dinner Function $40 Luncheon 
8. Would you pay $20/30 more  for  a gala function 1/2 times per year?   how many ?  

DINNER CONTRIBUTION: 
Members $50 Guests $60 
630pm - Pre Dinner drinks  
Please note that ALL Bookings made AFTER 
2.00 pm on  1st June  may incur a $5 surcharge, 
due to catering. 

LUNCHEON 

Next:  Thursday 25
th  

 August 2016  

Time: 12.00hr for 12.30hr 

Speaker: TBA 

Topic: TBA 
RSVP: ASAP. 

Cost: $40 00 Members    $50.00 Guests 

 

All members and guests are most welcome: 
If members or guests have dietary requirements, please advise when making your booking. 
 
PLEASE DO NOT MAKE A BOOKING UNLESS YOU ARE SURE YOU AND YOUR GUESTS WILL BE ATTENDING.  
 

A fee may apply for cancellation and no show bookings advised after 0900Hr on the Monday 



GUEST SPEAKER:  JUNE  DINNER: MR. MURRAY THOMPSON  MLA 

About Murray 

As the local Member of Parliament, my work includes electorate representation in the fields of State Government 

service provision, including education, health, transport, infrastructure and local government. 

Parliamentary Service 

Member of the Legislative Assembly for Sandringham since October 1992 

Parliamentary Positions: 

 Shadow Minister for Veterans' Affairs 2007-2008 
 Shadow Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 2007-2008 
 Shadow Cabinet Secretary 2006-2008 
 Scrutiny of Government Feb - Aug 2007 
Current and Past Memberships and Interests 

Captain of football and member of debating team, Caulfield Grammar 1971-72; School Captain, Caulfield Grammar 

1972; Richmond Football Club 1973-76, 14 senior games; Member Caulfield Grammarians Cricket Club 1973-80; 

Student Representative on Law Faculty Ad Hoc Committee on Professional Practice 1979; 

LUNCHEON: 
 
It was encouraging to have had a slightly higher attendance at the February and May lunches, so, please 

continue to show your support and knowing you will have a great day out. 

We welcome the support of the members of the ESU.  Members of all the Council of British and 

Commonwealth Societies are also welcome at RCS Members rates. 

 

The late winter luncheon will be held on Thursday 25
th  

 August 2016 . 

You can be assured of good company and good food, also an interesting speaker who is yet to be confirmed 

Please set aside 26
th

 August  ( put it in your diary now, that way there is no conflict of another appointment) 

 

WOMEN”S GROUP NEWS: 

The women’s group is planning a few fund raising activities to support the Society’s Charitable giving 

which we invite all members to support. The Women’s Group Committee do require the support of all RCS 

members to make the fund raising successful as well as fun.  

 

At the July dinner we will hold a lucky completion (raffle).We would be pleased to receive a few items 

suitable to raffle. Please bring to the June dinner or let Elisabeth know what you may be able to bring.  

In November we will hold a trading table and lucky competition (raffle), similar to last year. We will be 

very pleased to receive small gifts suitable for Christmas presents for the trading table so do start collecting. 

We are planning to have a few good prises for the raffle – ideas and donations gratefully received. 

 

For further information speak to the Women’s group members Jan Prassas, Elisabeth Bettoni, Loretta 

Simmons or myself or ring me on the number below. 

 

For further information about charitable activities, also for queries about the Women’s Group, please contact 

Elisabeth Newman; ph: 9699 9170.  

 

http://localhost/thompson/index.php/sandringham


CHARITABLE GIVING 

We will be looking to support projects in line with the RCS objectives both in the Asia Pacific region as well 

as in Australia. The Committee overseeing the giving are developing guide-lines and application form. We 

will be continuing to support Primary Education in Tonga. 

.......................................................................................... 

The Commonwealth in 2016 

Youth & Education 

Young people are an essential part of our international network. 

Sixty percent of the Commonwealth is under 30 years of age and the skills, innovation and creativity of these 

young people represent an incredible opportunity in which we believe the Commonwealth must invest. At the 

Royal Commonwealth Society, we work with educationalists, students and youth leaders from across the 53 

Commonwealth nations to try and help realise the potential of our growing youth population.  

The Commonwealth, Education & Youth  
The following articles have been lifted from the RCS Website. If you receive this by Email you can  

Ctrl  + Click on the Coloured / Blue hyperlink to read more: 

******************************************************************* 
The Queen's Commonwealth Essay Competition 2016 »  
  
The theme for 2016 is ‘An Inclusive Commonwealth’, which is also the 2016 Commonwealth Year theme, 
and a topical theme for today’s youth. Both Senior and Junior topics give young people the opportunity to 
think about aspects of the theme such as: the significance of community; the importance of diversity and 
difference; the question of belonging; the values of tolerance, respect and understanding; and the sense of 
shared responsibility that exists within the Commonwealth today. The topics are a chance to develop 
critical thinking and to express views in a creative manner. 

 Essays  entries ended on the  1st May 2016. 

Blogs 

Promoting Prosperity in the Commonwealth 

The Royal Commonwealth Society and the Honourable Society of the Inner 

Temple hosted a seminar on the 18th April 2016 on the important topic of Promoting Prosperity in the 

Commonwealth. The keynote speaker was the Rt. Hon. Patricia Scotland QC, Secretary-General of the 

Commonwealth. Read more... 

  

https://www.thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/the-commonwealth-in-2016/
https://thercs.org/youth/the-queens-commonwealth-essay-competition-2015/
https://www.thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/promoting-prosperity-in-the-commonwealth/
https://www.thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/promoting-prosperity-in-the-commonwealth/


 

Pacific 

There are 11 Commonwealth member states in the Pacific. RCS currently has branches in only two of these 

countries and a honorary representative in a third. RCS therefore does not have a strong presence in the region, 

so we intend to build on this, to connect and work with other Commonwealth and like minded organisations. 

What's happening in this region? 

 April 2016: RCS ACT branch: There was a heightened 

emphasis on youth engagement when representatives from Australian RCS branches met over three days in 

Canberra, with support given to holding a Youth CHOGM in each state/territory in the run up to CHOGM 2018. 

 The principal purpose in coming together was to explore how branches might collaborate effectively in 

promoting RCS values and objectives. The presence of Helen Jones, Director of Youth Affairs and Education 

Programmes in London, and of Darryl Stevens, RCS Regional Co-ordinator from New Zealand, provided a 

significant stimulus to discussion and debate. The meeting’s Youth Day, co-chaired by Ellie Seckold and Darryl 

Stevens, was well attended and resulted in the establishment of an embryonic youth network of highly talented 

and motivated young people to network, mentor and advocate for modern Commonwealth values and 

programs. 

Pictured: Young ANU scientist Stephen Fairweather speaking about his work in malarial research at the Youth 

Day 

 Commonwealth Day 2016: Members and guests of RCS 

Canberra were entertained at their multi-faith celebration held at the Australian Centre for Christianity and 

Culture. The event was attended by the Governor-General, General the Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC 

(Retd.), and Lady Cosgrove, as guests of the Executive Director. The Governor-General delivered Her Majesty 

The Queen’s Commonwealth Day Message. 

 


