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A HISTORY IN COMMON – A FUTURE IN PROGRESS 

THE ROYAL COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY IS A NETWORK OF INDIVIUDALS AND ORGANISATONS 

COMMITTED TO IMPROVING THE LIVES AND PROSPECTS OF COMMONWEALTH CITIZENS ACROSS 

THE WORLD 
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Aaron Hape undertakes QYLP Panel assignment in London 

Bevan Marten strikes gold in Bledisloe Reception ballot 

News from RCS London – Singapore – Ebola- New Magazine 

One Million One Hundred Thousand 

How to Solve a Problem like a Visa 

CPA Conference Cameroons 

 

Aaron Hape has recently been in London to undertake his assigned duties for The Queens Young Leaders 

Programme. While in London Aaron called on the RCS Director and met other staff at Awards House, met with 

Simon Gimson at the Commonwealth Secretariat (after inspecting the artwork) and with the Foreign & 

Commonwealth Office who wanted to learn more about how we organise Student CHOGMs.  Aaron also 

managed sightseeing, a visit to Parliament and emergency retail therapy after his luggage travelled to Norway!  

 

 
The prestigious panel shortlisting 2000 applicants for the Queen Award. God is Good!!  



Aaron with Mike Lake, RCS Director – After his RCS visit Aaron tweeted …Great to meet @ the RCS London this 

morning. Very productive and encouraging to see their great work! 

 

2015 Bledisloe Garden Reception Ballot 

Congratulations to Bevan Marten who was one of the successful recipients for the 2015 Bledisloe 

Garden Reception Ballot for Waitangi Day. Was anyone else successful?  Bevan now has the 

excellent task of representing both RCS and the CYNZ Board and to drink the Chair’s share of 

champagne! 

New Branch Opens in Singapore 

On 21
st

 October it was announced that RCS Singapore was to be re-formed, news which was 

welcomed by HM The Queen. In delivering her speech at the State Banquet honouring the 

President of Singapore, The Queen said “…I am pleased to note that, in honour of your visit, the 

Royal Commonwealth Society of Singapore is to be re-established; and that the re-founded Society 

will foster new scholarships to the U.K. for Singaporeans. RCS Director Mike Lake said: ‘The Royal 

Commonwealth Society warmly welcomes the initiative to establish a branch devoted to 

Commonwealth interests in Singapore. We are also particularly pleased that the new branch will be 

building on the Commonwealth’s strong track record in education.’  

Ebola 

As reported across international media, the Ebola outbreak in West Africa is now an international 

emergency with catastrophic effects on the communities involved. For this reason the RCS is 

dedicating time and resources to supporting organisations working to combat this deadly 



outbreak. You will find information about what needs to be done, how to stay safe and the latest 

news on our work on our dedicated website page – www.thercs.org 

 

RCS Magazine 

Containing observations on Commonwealth-wide news and developments, high-profile guest 

contributions, research pieces and contemporary essays, the new RCS magazine Commonwealth 

Voices launches at the end of this month. It will be available on the RCS website and  (hopefully) 

feature articles through this newsletter. 

 

 

One Million One Hundred Thousand 

Posted by The Royal Commonwealth Society  

11th November 2014 

Today, we mark the centenary of the First World War, and remember all of those who gave their 

lives in combat. On this day it is important to highlight the value of the contribution of soldiers from 

across the Commonwealth who fought in WWI. Over 1,100,000 Commonwealth soldiers died 

fighting in the war. Today is a day to pay homage to their memory and to acknowledge that many of 

them died fighting based far from home. This makes their sacrifice all the greater. 

 

Organisations such as the Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission work year-round and across the world to ensure that 

those that fought are commemorated. A memorial to 

Commonwealth soldiers who fought in WWI, The Memorial Gates, 

stands in Hyde Park Corner, at the end of Constitution Hill. 

Memorials such as this stand across the Commonwealth. The UK 

government last year announced a flagship programme of 

multimedia presentations and lectures, as part of the 

government’s centenary commemorations, which reveals the 

crucial contribution of the Commonwealth countries during the 

First World War. 

These efforts go some way towards recognising the vital contribution that Commonwealth 

servicemen and women made in many different roles on land, at sea, and in the air, in a war that 

was fought all over the world. It is vital to our commemoration that these efforts continue, so that 

the war is neither sanitised nor misremembered. WWI was not a glorious or a great war. It was 

brutal and chilling and savage. It is important that we remember it for what it was; that we 

remember that those who died often had no choice but to fight; that we remember that it was a 

step towards achieving the freedoms we enjoy today, but that it did not achieve those freedoms for 

all. 

  



Review: How to Solve a Problem like a Visa 

Posted by The Royal Commonwealth Society  

5 November 2014 

 

The Commonwealth prides itself on its familial relations, its shared language and its common history 

and values. Across the Commonwealth, organisations have a chance to draw on these links to build 

consensus and share good practice. Civil society convenes through the Commonwealth People’s 

Forum; professionals can exchange knowledge through Commonwealth associations, while 

Commonwealth governments have many opportunities for multi-lateral discussion on global political 

issues and sharing government expertise.  But for the ordinary citizen, what is the practical value of 

Commonwealth citizenship today? 

This is one of the key questions asked by a new report launched this week: ‘How to Solve a Problem 

Like a Visa: The unhappy state of Commonwealth migration in the UK’. Produced by Commonwealth 

Exchange, it begins with a historic overview of Commonwealth citizenship, acknowledging that in 

former times all citizens were united as British subjects under the Crown. It charts the process 

whereby British citizenship was reduced to just those citizens from Britain itself. With the process of 

decolonisation, successive British governments increased restrictions on Commonwealth migration 

to the UK, leaving a clear advantage for white-majority Commonwealth countries, at the expense of 

the ‘new Commonwealth’. At the same time the report notes how the UK’s migration policies shifted 

towards easing immigration from the European Union. The report asks critically whether the UK, ‘is 

just a European nation or a nation with a true global role’? 

In answer to this question, a compelling case for reforming the UK’s visa relations in favour of the 

Commonwealth is laid out. The report argues that, drawing on shared language, cultural ties and 

common legal systems, the UK should focus on easing visa regimes for Commonwealth citizens. It 

outlines a number of practical recommendations through which this could be implemented: from a 

separate queue at airports to a Commonwealth concession for the price of a tourist visa. The report 

also takes into account a realisation that visa regimes need time to be negotiated and thus presents 

both short and long term solutions to ease restrictions for students, tourists, young people and 

those coming to do business. Its analysis of the UK appetite for such policies is also persuasive. The 

report is certainly not advocating for a ‘complete open door to unchecked migration flows’. 

The report by Commonwealth Exchange is a commendable and practical contribution to the debate 

on Commonwealth visas, and more importantly, the value of Commonwealth citizenship. It follows 

from a pan-Commonwealth study on easing visas by the Ramphal Institute concluding that greater 

ease of movement for Commonwealth citizens would promote tourism, trade and prosperity. This 



was followed up by further discussion at the Commonwealth heads of Government Meeting in 2013. 

However, the pan-Commonwealth work of the Ramphal Institute highlights the failure by the 

Commonwealth Exchange report to analyse the pan-Commonwealth implications of their 

suggestions. 

From the outset there is an insinuation that the UK made a choice for European integration in the 

1970s at the expense of the Commonwealth and now must make a choice in favour of the 

Commonwealth, possibly at the expense of Europe. Yet the experiences of the rest of the 

Commonwealth suggest that any UK decisions do not have to be so stark. Many countries manage 

multiple international affiliations from the Organisation of American States to the South African 

Development Community in addition to their Commonwealth engagement. As the European Union 

becomes a central topic of debate in British politics many actors should look at what they can learn 

from other Commonwealth nations. Furthermore, many of the participants in the RCS’ conference 

on Europe and the Commonwealth, argued that the UK should be an influential member of both 

networks, utilising the opportunities this could bring. 

The suggestions in the report acknowledge that different countries bring different benefits to 

integration, and therefore different types of visa arrangements may suit different countries. The 

economic, social and security rationale for this is clear; however, there is no discussion of how this 

can be balanced against a Commonwealth based on equal formal membership. As the Ramphal 

Institute points out, there is already a pan-Commonwealth discussion on this and there should be a 

move for pan-Commonwealth consensus. There is a danger that if single solutions such as freedom 

of movement between the UK, Canada, Australia and New Zealand are prioritised then the outcome 

could look like the flawed white-favouring policies of the 1970s which Commonwealth Exchange 

criticise. It is also a shame that the experiences of Commonwealth citizens which the report includes 

in ‘pen profiles’ largely come from these countries and ignore the diverse experiences of travellers 

from Asia, Africa and the Caribbean. Ultimately, in answer to the opening question about the value 

of Commonwealth citizenship there should be solutions that benefit all Commonwealth citizens. 

As many contributors to the launch event made clear, many students, business people and 

diplomats have expressed dissatisfaction with the visa regime in the UK and have supported broader 

discussion on eased Commonwealth travel. The report opens another chapter in what is an ongoing 

debate and one which should provoke innovative discussion from actors across the 

Commonwealth.   

The Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference, Cameroon: 

Parliaments and the Post-2015 Development Agenda 

Posted by Baroness Hooper  

13th October 2014 

The Commonwealth is an association of nations that links fifty-three sovereign states, six continents, 

and one third of the world’s population. Despite the vast dichotomies in geography, economy and 

culture, one characteristic of the Commonwealth that never fails to amaze me is that whenever its 

citizens convene they always find that they have more in common than separating them. These 

shared traits include English language, a shared history and, most importantly to me as a 

parliamentarian, a strong tradition of parliamentary democracy. 



Last week, I and some two hundred other Commonwealth parliamentarians descended on 

Cameroon for the 60
th

 Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference, the annual gathering of 

the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA). This annual event is a remarkable opportunity 

for parliamentarians to share experience and seek solutions to mutual challenges, as well as to 

strengthen our relationships with our international parliamentary colleagues. The CPA is also one of 

the few Commonwealth organisations of which sub-national legislatures – for instance the Scottish 

Parliament, Overseas Territories’ legislatures, parliaments of the Indian and Nigerian states – are full 

and equal members. All levels of democratic representation are therefore able to share best 

practice, a benefit I find particularly pertinent in light of the current re-evaluation of the devolution 

arrangements in the UK; perhaps we may be able to seek inspiration in the models adopted by 

Canada or India. 

This year’s conference explored the theme of ‘repositioning the Commonwealth for the post-2015 

development agenda,’ a theme I thought to be of critical importance for a group of countries in 

which fifty per cent of the population is under 25, and therefore will live in a world built on a 

foundation of the post-2015 sustainable development goals. Over the course of the conference, we 

discussed critical themes, such as the importance of providing for the most vulnerable in society, 

including disabled people; the importance of transparency, accountability and effective 

parliamentary oversight in guaranteeing good governance in the post-2015 framework; and the 

importance of securing adequate representation of women in Parliament. Each discussion group 

then agreed concrete recommendations for delegate parliamentarians to take back to their 

legislatures as a starting point for action. 

Commonwealth parliaments largely share the Westminster system, and therefore we are able to 

share best practice on parliamentary procedure; but we are also able to compare the Napoleonic or 

presidential system as used in Quebec or Cameroon itself. We explored financial oversight and codes 

of conduct, and our clerk colleagues at the same time also convened their own conference of the 

Society of Commonwealth Clerks At The Table. The latter meetings may have contained much 

discussion of the challenges of managing and organising parliamentarians, but I look forward to 

seeing any innovations in the administration of the UK Parliament that result from ideas found in 

other legislatures. 

I must also say something of the delights of our host country, Cameroon. It was my first time in the 

country and I was very pleased to have the opportunity to learn about what is often described as a 

microcosm of Africa. From the moment of our arrival at the airport, where a very charming Senator 

met us, to the moment of our departure the Cameroonian people were delightful. It is also a very 

beautiful country; a highlight of the conference programme was a visit to Mefou National Park, a 

primate sanctuary where animals which are orphaned by poachers or whose habitat has been 

destroyed as a result of human actions are brought to live. The sanctuary is run by Ape Action Africa 

and is a partner of Bristol Zoo, and is an organisation that performs extremely worthy work. 

As well as being a delight to visit, Cameroon is very interesting politically as a union between the 

former British and French Cameroons. It is an officially bilingual country; eighty percent of the 

population is francophone, and twenty percent English-speaking. It contains a huge number of 

different tribal groups, its worship is split between Christianity, Islam and traditional African 

religions. However, it is a model of unity in diversity, with the importance of these different cultural 

heritages enshrined in the constitution. It has impressive literacy and school enrolment rates (71% 



and 94% respectively), remarkable political stability, vast natural resources, and is fast becoming a 

centre for investment and trade in Central Africa. I greatly look forward to seeing its progress on the 

world stage, and urge all my Commonwealth friends to visit it to see all this for themselves. 

At a mere five days, our visit and our conference were far too short but made up for this by being 

extremely intensive. We returned on Friday exhausted but bringing with us delightful experiences of 

a new country and a huge bank of knowledge that we hope will benefit the citizens of the United 

Kingdom; I hope that our international colleagues will do the same, and that we will see further 

strengthening of parliamentary democracy across the Commonwealth. 

The views and opinions expressed are those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of 

The Royal Commonwealth Society. 

 

 

Baroness Hooper has been a member of the UK House of Lords since 

1985. She has led a varied political and legal career, is currently Vice-

Chair to many All-Party groups including the Chile, Columbia and 

Jordan groups, a member of the Intergovernmental Organisations 

Lords Select Committee and the CPA UK Executive Committee 

New Zealand was represented at the CPA Conference by the Speaker, the Rt Hon David Carter and Assistant 

Speaker, Lindsay Tisch MP. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


