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A HISTORY IN COMMON – A FUTURE IN PROGRESS 

THE ROYAL COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY IS A NETWORK OF INDIVIUDALS AND ORGANISATONS COMMITTED 

TO IMPROVING THE LIVES AND PROSPECTS OF COMMONWEALTH CITIZENS ACROSS THE WORLD 

 

We wish all our 

members, 

supporters and 

stakeholders a 

safe and happy 

Festive Season. 

Thank you for 

your support in 

2014. We look 

forward to 

renewing it in 

2015. 
 

 

WINNERS’ WEEK DAY THREE - #CWEssayComp 

Posted by the Royal Commonwealth Society – 20 November 

 

 

Commonwealth Essay 

winners with The 

Duchess of Cornwall at 

Buckingham Palace 

Selina Xu, the Senior 

Runner-up 

Leah Annia Plante-

Wiener 

Max de Bourcier – Junior 

Winner 

Raniya Hosain, the 

Senior Winner 



Throughout Winners’ Week anticipation had been building for Wednesday, when HRH The Duchess of 

Cornwall, on behalf of HM The Queen, Patron of the Royal Commonwealth Society, would host a Reception at 

Buckingham Palace in honour of this year’s winners. 

Looking smart, the winners gathered in an excited group outside Buckingham Palace, before presenting their 

invitations to the policemen and crossing the forecourt of Buckingham Palace as the crowds outside looked on. 

 

The winners outside Buckingham Palace 

Once inside, the winners were ushered upstairs and taken on a tour of the Royal Household, learning about 

the history of the building and the ornaments, statues and pieces of art adorning the halls. 

At midday, the winners were led back to the Throne Room, where guests, including established writers from 

across the Commonwealth, would soon be gathering for the reception. 

As the doors opened and guests started arriving, it was a wonderful opportunity for the young winners to 

share their stories and meet some of the competition’s supporters, including partner Cambridge University 

Press, and sponsor The Queen’s Trust.  Also present and showing their support for the competition were the 

High Commissioner for Canada in the UK, the High Commissioner for Singapore in the UK, and the Deputy High 

Commissioner for the British High Commission in Pakistan. 

As HRH The Duchess of Cornwall arrived, a hush fell over the room and Royal Commonwealth Society Director, 

Mike Lake OBE, welcomed guests and invited Her Royal Highness to make the presentations to the young 

winners. 

Raniya, Max, Selina and Leah were each presented with a certificate and a commemorative pen, before having 

the opportunity to speak to Her Royal Highness about the competition and their achievements. 



Following the presentation, Her Royal Highness mixed with assembled guests, and the winners met a number 

of the panel judges who were involved in making the awards. 

 

Max also met CERN scientist, Dr Tom Whyntie, who had written a letter in response to Max's entry about being 

a team player. 

As well as a celebratory event, the reception was an opportunity to launch the 2015 competition, re-named as 

‘The Queen’s Commonwealth Essay Competition’, in honour of HM The Queen’s role as both Head of the 

Commonwealth and Patron of the Royal Commonwealth Society. The theme for the 2015 competition is next 

year’s Commonwealth theme, ‘A Young Commonwealth’, and the Royal Commonwealth Society is inviting 

young people to share their hopes and concerns for the future. The deadline for entries is 1
st

 May 2015.  

Once guests had left, the young writers had a short time for reflection, before heading on to the afternoon’s 

activities – a tour of the BBC. Still on a high from the royal reception, the winners were treated to a tour of 

Broadcasting House, and even had a go at reading the news! 

Following a week full of learning about different cultures, writing and the Commonwealth, it seemed 

appropriate that the week should end with a visit to the Society archives, where the winners could learn more 

about the Royal Commonwealth Society, the competition, and it’s evolution into the world’s oldest and largest 

school’s international writing competition.  

For 131 years, the competition has provided a platform to young writers, like Raniya, Max, Selina and Leah-

Annia, to have their voices heard. As they head back home, we hope that the message they take away will be 

about the strength of the written word, the importance of youth voice and shared cultures, and the value of 

the modern Commonwealth. 

Finally, they may be heading back home, but we will be hearing from Raniya, Max, Selina and Leah-Annia 

about their personal experiences of the Commonwealth Essay Competition shortly. In the meantime, why not 

take a look The Queen’s Commonwealth Essay Competition 2015, because next year it could be you! 

 

 

 



COMMONWEALTH DAY THEME 2015 ANNOUNCED 

 

 
 

Commonwealth Day 2015 will be celebrated on Monday 9th March. Each year the Observance is based around 

an annual Commonwealth Theme. In 2015, the theme will be ‘A Young Commonwealth’, underlining the fact 

that people aged twenty-five or under account for the majority of the Commonwealth’s population, and 

recognising their capacity, contribution and potential. 

 

‘A Young Commonwealth’ 

Announcing the theme for 2015, Commonwealth Secretary-General Kamalesh Sharma said: “People aged 29 or 

under account for the majority of the Commonwealth’s population, and play a vital role at the heart of 

sustainable development and democracy. ‘A Young Commonwealth’ recognises the capacity, contribution and 

potential of young people, particularly in 2015 when the world will define a new global development 

framework. 

“The Commonwealth is also a family of dynamic countries at the forefront of innovation, growth and 

contributing global value. As a diverse and increasingly connected global network, we bring fresh perspectives 

and new ideas. We will always remain a contemporary and young Commonwealth.” 

AROUND THE COMMONWEALTH 

 

New Zealand 

Jacqui Dean MP has been appointed the Permanent delegate to the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association 

(CPA) and Paul Foster-Bell MP – Pacific Regional Representative to the CPA Executive Committee. 

 

 

 

Barbados 

 

Katherine Ellis,  Director of Youth Affairs, Commonwealth Secretariat  Lunched with 87-

year old Royal Commonwealth Society Barbados Chairperson, Dame Maisie.  



Australia 

 

 

Common Youth Australia was founded on 1 November. and is 

a youth-led initiative that provides opportunities for youth 

engagement and a platform for discussion around 

Commonwealth principles. CommonYouth addresses the 

Commonwealth principles by consulting with young 

Australians and providing a platform for youth engagement 

and deliberation on many issues that face our world today. 

With issues ranging from human rights to environmental 

sustainability, education and gender equality, CommonYouth 

endeavours to provide a program for the youth of Australia 

to work together in a variety of different mediums to help 

find a solution and answer to the most important issues 

facing our global community today. Commonwealth Youth 

NZ has sent a welcoming message and connected with them 

on facebook. 

 

 

 

CHOGM MALTA 2015 LAUNCHED 

 

On November 21 Malta’s Prime Minister Joseph Muscat and Commonwealth Secretary-General Kamalesh 

Sharma launched the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) 2015 to be held in Malta next 

November. The theme will be 'The Commonwealth - Adding Global Value'.  

 



Civil Society Week: What does Civil Society mean to the RCS? 

Posted by The Royal Commonwealth Society  

26th November 2014 

Last week was international civil society week. This initiative, championed by Civicus, seeks to ‘connect 

the forces that nurture positive social change, share the tools that enhance citizen action, and celebrate 

inspiring examples of people power’. The Commonwealth is fortunate to have a vibrant civil society that 

is able to connect through events like the Commonwealth People’s Forum and using common language, 

communications technology and other means. The Royal Commonwealth Society is one of the largest 

Commonwealth civil society organisations, with branches in every region. The role, effectiveness and 

even definition of civil society is something that attracts diverse views, so we decided to ask our branches 

what civil society means to them. Below we guide you through what they said: 

Question 1: What role should civil society play in the Commonwealth? 

 

 The word cloud above doesn’t throw up many surprises. The word Commonwealth’s frequency in responses 

reflects the belief of several of our branches that promoting civil society’s role in the Commonwealth was 

crucial. Promoting values was another role that our branches saw for civil society both at a national and an 

international level. Finally, branches suggested that civil society should complement the role of governments 

by bringing forward new debates and building means of communication. This was best encapsulated by one 

response which said, “Civil society should play the role that government does not play”. 

 

 

 



Question 2: How can civil society work together effectively across the Commonwealth? 

 

The responses to this question were more diverse. One response put great emphasis on the need to offer 

experiences to individuals which help them connect to other parts of the Commonwealth. Others stressed the 

need to share best practice on a range of issues in order for civil society to work more effectively across the 

Commonwealth. Across the responses the need to communicate effectively was emphasised, through 

partnerships, technology and national and international hubs and network centres. 

Question 3: How can civil society engage individuals effectively? 

 

 

Almost all responses put emphasis on appealing to what is personal to the individual: values, rights, interests, 

principles, strengths, joys, and their worries. This resonates with the idea that civil society should be 

promoting and expressing common values and the focus of the Commonwealth Charter in putting these values 



at the heart of the Commonwealth. Other responses focused on connections between individuals through 

internet technology or opportunities to network. 

Question 4: How can civil society engage young people and what can young people contribute? 

 

Like the Royal Commonwealth Society in London, RCS branches are working to increase engagement with 

young people. Many responses talked about benefitting from the work of young people and the positive 

change to society they can achieve. Other branches discussed the need to challenge young people to turn 

energy into this positive change. For all respondents, engaging young people in the commonwealth was a 

necessity. 

 

Panel of experts calls on governments to step up action to protect 

the rights of women and girls 

12 December 2014 

In commemoration of Human Rights Day on 10 December, the Commonwealth Secretariat hosted a panel 

discussion with leading human rights experts with the theme of ‘Why Rights?’ to emphasise that the 



protection and security of women and girls is a human rights issue and needs to be tackled with a rights-based 

approach.  The three panellists joined Secretary-General Kamalesh Sharma to discuss the issues of early and 

forced marriage, sexual violence in conflict and the right to education. The general consensus was that while 

progress has been made in these areas, a long road still lies ahead to eradicate discrimination, inequality, 

abuse and violence faced by millions of women and girls across the globe. 

 

In his opening statement, the Secretary-General reinforced the fact that a society that does not afford its 

citizens equal rights is a society that cannot move forward. He said: “Inexcusably there remains in our world 

today many examples of discriminatory treatment and its tragic consequences. “Unequal treatment results in 

political, economic and social exclusion, disproportionately burdening the poor and marginalised. It is also a 

driver of civil unrest and communal conflict.” 

Speaking from her personal experience as a girl growing up in Sierra Leone and extensive knowledge gained 

gathering the testimonies of survivors of sexual violence in conflict, Zainab Bangura, Special Representative of 

the UN Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict, called on international organisations and 

governments to do more to protect women and girls in situations where sexual violence in conflict is still rife: 

“…freedom of movement, freedom from violence, the right to an education, to equal opportunity, and 

participation in public life – are obligations, not just aspirations. Every Commonwealth citizen and country can 

contribute to a world safe for women and girls. In this way, the Commonwealth will remain a beacon and 

standard-bearer for human rights, inclusive democracy and development, in the 21st Century and beyond.” 

The right to education was another key area addressed by the panel. Education is regarded as a protective 

factor against early pregnancy, violence, and early and forced marriage. Ann Cotton, Founder and President of 

the Campaign for Female Education (Camfed) presented the case that education is often the only path for girls 

to realise their rights and escape a cycle of endemic poverty and abuse. 

Two young women from Zambia, alumnae of Camfed, gave moving accounts of how access to education had 

transformed their lives and enabled them to champion the rights of women and girls in their local 

communities. Phydes Samazaka, who graduated from college with a teacher’s diploma last year, described 

what having an education has meant to her: “If not for support to be in school I would have found myself in 

the same situation. “I would have been married with 3 or 4 children because in my community having many 

children is a symbol of honour and fertility. Instead, I now make informed decisions concerning my life. I know 

my rights. I am economically independent.” 

 

Penelope Machipi, now a filmmaker said: ‘’Education has given me an opportunity to speak on behalf of 

vulnerable women who can’t speak for themselves. I am able to read and write because of education. I am 

able to speak fluent English because of education. I am able to collect stories, direct a film crew, and speak at 

international platforms, all because of education.’’ 

The Commonwealth Secretariat is putting into action the commitments made by Heads of Government at their 

meeting in Colombo in 2013, by working in partnership with governments; national human rights institutions; 

parliaments; judiciaries; and law enforcement agencies. 

The panellists included: Zainab Bangura, Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General on Sexual 

Violence in Conflict; Hina Jilani, member of The Elders and former Special Representative of the UN Secretary-

General on Human Rights Defenders; and Ann Cotton, Founder and President of the Campaign for Female 

Education (Camfed). 

 

 



Deputy Secretary-General meets with members of the Parliament of Rwanda 

5 December 2014 

 

Deputy Secretary-General, Gary Dunn met 

with four members of the Parliament of 

Rwanda on 4 December to explore ways of 

deepening partnership to advance 

Commonwealth values and cooperation. 

Mr Dunn discussed with the 

parliamentarians the many ways in which 

the Commonwealth works with 

governments and elected representatives in 

member states to address emerging global 

issues, providing practical assistance to help 

strengthen democratic processes and to 

advance development. 

 

The delegation was led by Senator Tito Rutaremara and included Senator Jacqueline Muhongayire, Hon. Zeno 

Mutimura MP, Hon. Clotilde Mukakarangwa MP and Mr. Anaclet Muhire Habarurema. The parliamentarians 

are in London from 2-5 December, and are being hosted by the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association UK 

Branch. 

 

The Rwandan parliamentary visit is part of a reciprocal programme, following a visit to Rwanda by four UK 

parliamentarians in April.  Their four-day programme in Westminster aimed to strengthen relations between 

the UK and Rwandan Parliaments, sharing experiences and parliamentary best practice.  

Our Commonwealth Year will conclude with the traditional Christmas Message from The Queen 

 

 


