
        
   THE ROYAL COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY 

“The Gables”, 15 FINCH ST., EAST MALVERN.  3145 

Phone:   03 9571 5688 

MARCH  2015 

NEWSLETTER 
The Royal Commonwealth Society founded in 1868, is constituted by Royal Charter. A self funded, Not for Profit Society bound 
by a network of individuals and organisations committed to improving the lives and prospects of Commonwealth citizens across 
the world.  
Working to promote knowledge and appreciation of the Commonwealth, the Society engages with its youth, civil society, 
business and governmental networks to address issues that matter to the citizens of the Commonwealth.  
Our primary focus is the promotion of young people through education and literacy throughout the Commonwealth. 

147
th

  Anniversary - 26
th

 June 1868 – London 

94
rd

  Anniversary – 08
th

 February 1921 – Victoria 

Worldwide Patron: HM the Queen.  

Victorian Patron: The Honourable Alex Chernov, AC, QC, the Governor of Victoria 

                             
DINNER:    Thursday 12

th
 FEBRUARY 

THEME:      Commonwealth 
SPEAKER:  Reginald Hodgson 

Consul of the Republic of Fiji and Consul of the Solomon Islands 

ATTIRE:   LOUNGE SUIT AND EVENING WEAR 

TALK:  Commonwealth  

Bookings are to be made by leaving a message on the office PHONE: 9571 5688: 

NO later than Wednesday 4
th

 March 

 

 

 
         

 

 

 
 

 

THE PAST AND THE FUTURE: 

DINNER CONTRIBUTION: 

 

Members $50  Guests $60 

630pm - Pre Dinner drinks  

LUNCHEON 

Next luncheon 28
th

 May 2015 

Time: 12.00hr for 12.30hr 

Speaker: tbc 

RSVP by Friday 22
nd

 May 

Cost $40 00 members    $50.00 Guests 

 

All members and guests are most welcome: 

If members or guests have dietary requirements, please advise when making your booking. 
PLEASE DO NOT MAKE A BOOKING UNLESS YOU ARE SURE YOU AND YOUR GUESTS WILL BE ATTENDING.  

A cancellation fee may apply for no shows and bookings cancelled after 0900Hr on the Monday 



 
DINNER:     Lloyd Byrne and Lois Whiteoak spoke of their 3 months trip in 2014. 
As promised there were slides and there were highlights of magical and faraway places.  
 Uzbekistan, Iran,Turkey just a couple to name. There was not enough time to give full justice to the places, 
the people and to the experiences Lloyd and Lois were witness to. 
The presentation was very well received by all present. 
 
MARCH  SPEAKER:  
 
Mr. Reginald Hodgson – Consul for Fiji and the Solomon Island. 
 Fiji was been re-admitted to the Commonwealth of Nations after a period of suspension. Full and open 
elections were held and the outcome deemed to be democratic. 
 
LUNCHEON: 
 
The first luncheon for 2015 was not well attended which puts into question the viability of organising a day 
time function unless at least twenty persons attend. Guest speakers cover a range of interesting topics. 
Although the Women’s Group hosts the lunches, they are open to all members, both ladies and gentlemen, 
who are most welcome to invite guests. 
The RCS is your Society, please support it. 
The next lunch will be on Thursday 28th May. It is planned to have a speaker from Consumer Affairs; further 
details next month.   
 
The remaining two luncheons for the year will be on Thursdays, 27th August and 26th November. All are 
welcome; please mark the dates in your diaries.  
 
 
WOMEN”S GROUP NEWS: 
 
At the Annual General Meeting of the Women’s Group held on 5th Feb. the following persons were elected 
to the committee: Elisabeth Newman Convenor, June Eglington Treasurer 
Merridy Gee, Jan Prassas and Loretta Simmons as Committee members. 
The Committee looks forward to greeting you all at the lunches..  
.  
The Women’s Group has presented the RCS Council with a cheque for $600 for Tonga. 
 
For further information about the Tonga project and/or queries about the Women’s Group, please contact 
Elisabeth Newman; ph: 9699 9170.  
 

 

 
*************************************************************************************** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RCS Christmas Meeting and Dinner 11th DECEMBER 
It appears that Santa Claus is bit miffed, he felt that he, his Helper and Christmas were not adequate 
representation in the last Newsletter and indicated redress was in order. 

   

Father Christmas and his Elf helper distributing Christmas Cheer. 
 

     

More of St. Nicholas and his Helper Still more of the Christmas decorations and happy 
Christmas revellers 

 
 

A very enjoyable Christmas social gathering of RCS Members and guests. 
 
************************************************************************ 



MEMBERSHIP 2015 – NOW DUE 
 Whilst our costs have significantly increased, we have decided to maintain the same yearly subscription fee 

for this coming year from 1
st
 January 2015 - NO INCREASE 

 
Annual Member subscription fees will be:    

 Sole                 $50.00 per year Dual                 $80.00 per year  

 Country  $30.00 per year          Country Dual $ 45.00 per year 

Youth        $ 0.00 per Year           Companion   $0.00 per Year 

Please complete the information below, TEAR OFF and return with your cheque 

.......................................................................................................................................... 

Royal Commonwealth Society Membership 2015 
Names:.........................................    Postal Address:................................ 

Contact Telephone...............................E-mail address:...................................... 

RCS Membership: single/dual/country/other.............................RCS Number:....................... 

 

If you wish to consider a donation to assist with repairs and maintenance, the day to day running and 

charitable projects, your Society would be appreciative. 

 

AMOUNT: Subs $......................Donation: $...........................TOTAL:.................. 

  

 Make the cheque payable to – Royal Commonwealth Society and send to:  

 

“the Gables, 15 Finch Street, East Malvern     Victoria        3145 

Or Pay by Direct Debit:  
Bank Details:  BSB 013 326 Account: 4992 04087  

Description:  Subs 2015 – “Your Name” 
 

The following articles have been lifted from the RCS Website.  

If you receive this by Email you can  

Ctrl  + Click on the Blue hyperlink to read more 

 

News & Blog 
6th Commonwealth Youth Parliament 

 THE 6TH
 COMMONWEALTH YOUTH PARLIAMENT, TITLED “DEEPENING THE COMMONWEALTH’S COMMITMENT TO 

DEMOCRACY AND YOUTH DEVELOPMENT” WAS HELD IN THE RURAL PROVINCIAL NORTH WEST LEGISLATURE IN SOUTH AFRICA IN 

NOVEMBER 2014. READ MORE...  

Human Rights 365 

10th December marks Human Rights Day, set aside annually to mark the date on which the United 
Nations General Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) in 1948. This year, the theme 

of Human Rights Day is ‘Human Rights 365’, reflecting that whilst it is important to mark the anniversary of the 

adoption of the UDHR, its relevance lies in its application every day of the year, for all citizens of the world, without 
exception or preference. Read more... 

https://www.thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/6th-commonwealth-youth-parliament/
https://www.thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/6th-commonwealth-youth-parliament/
https://www.thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/human-rights-365/
http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/
https://www.thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/human-rights-365/


News & Blog 
Senior Runner-up of the essay competition: the unique experience of winners’ week 

 

 

In September 2014, Selina Xu was announced to be the Senior Runner-up of the Commonwealth Essay Competition. 

In November, she travelled to London for a week of activities that culminated in the Award Ceremony. Following 
Winners’ Week Selina wrote a blog about this once in a lifetime experience and the moments she shared with the 

other winners of the competition:  

“When I look at things in retrospect, it’s often with a mixture of gratification, thoughtful soul-searching and the 

unavoidable tinge of nostalgia. The Commonwealth Essay Competition uniquely lands itself in a league of its own — it 
is the best and most enjoyable decision I made in 2014 

 

Civil Society Week: What does Civil Society mean to the RCS? 

 Last week was international civil society week. This initiative, championed by 
Civicus, seeks to ‘connect the forces that nurture positive social change, share the tools that enhance 
citizen action, and celebrate inspiring examples of people power’. Read More... 

 
 Magna Carta to Commonwealth Charter Conference Day 1 

  

The Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA) UK’s conference ‘Magna Carta to Commonwealth Charter: 

Human Rights in the Modern Day Commonwealth’ opened with a lecture delivered by Rt Hon. John Bercow MP, 

Speaker of the House of Commons and Rt Hon. Baroness Scotland of Asthal, former Attorney-General on the modern 
legacy of Magna Carta.Read more... 

https://thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/senior-runner-up-of-the-essay-competitions-unique-experience-of-winners-week-/
http://https/thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/human-rights-365/
http://https/thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/human-rights-365/
http://https/thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/human-rights-365/
http://civicus.org/index.php/en/
https://www.thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/what-does-civil-society-mean/
https://thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/magna-carta-to-commonwealth-charter-conference-day-1/
https://thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/magna-carta-to-commonwealth-charter-conference-day-1/


Magna Carta to Commonwealth Charter Conference Day 2 

 

UK Commonwealth Minister Rt Hon. Hugo Swire MP opened day two of CPA UK’s Magna Carta to Commonwealth 
Charter conference. He stressed that whilst the Commonwealth Charter built on Magna Carta to improve the lives of 

Commonwealth citizens and protect their rights, the Commonwealth community can and should do more. Read 
more... 

 

 Magna Carta to Commonwealth Charter Conference Day 3 

 

The final day of CPA UK’s conference ‘Human Rights in the Modern Day Commonwealth: Magna Carta to 

Commonwealth Charter’ saw the current leaders and legislators of the Commonwealth arguing issues morality and 

human rights with those of the future. The parliamentarian participants and Commonwealth Scholars debated the 
motion ‘Can you legislate for a moral issue?’ Read more... 

************************************************************************************************************************************ 

Press Releases 

The Queen's Commonwealth Essay Competition 2015 

  'A Young Commonwealth' 

This year’s theme, 'A Young Commonwealth', recognises that young people account for the majority of the Commonwealth’s 
population and play a vital role in shaping the world that we live in, now and in years to come. The Royal Commonwealth Society 
is inviting young people to share their hopes and concerns for the future, thereby generating an important youth perspective 
and Commonwealth wide dialogue as the international community gathers to set development goals for the next 15 years.  

Click here to download the competition flyer for display in classrooms, to share with friends and for reference to the topics. 

The competition is open to young writers aged 18 and under who are living in, or a national of, a Commonwealth country or 
territory. All  

Go to our website to find out more: 

www.thercs.org  

https://thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/magna-carta-to-commonwealth-charter-conference-day-2/
https://thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/magna-carta-to-commonwealth-charter-conference-day-2/
https://thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/magna-carta-to-commonwealth-charter-conference-day-2/
https://thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/magna-carta-to-commonwealth-charter-conference-day-3/
https://thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/magna-carta-to-commonwealth-charter-conference-day-3/
https://www.thercs.org/assets/Essay-Competition/QueensEssayCompetition-A4Flyer.pdf
http://www.thercs.org/


We all want to leave behind something that we can be remembered for……. Maybe because we are 
thankful for the assistance we have received, or appreciation for what we have, possibly the recall of good 
fellowship and of doing good things for those not so privileged as ourselves. 
 
Why not a living Commonwealth?     A Legacy? A Bequest? 
You could help ensure this occurs and that you are remembered by remembering the Royal 
Commonwealth Society in your will. 
 
Please see you solicitor and only after you have provided for your loved ones, consider  
The Royal Commonwealth Society – Victoria in your will. 
 
The following is an accepted format. 
 
“I bequeath to the ROYAL COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY (Victoria branch) for the general (or Specific) 
purposes of that Society, the Sum of  $…………………….. free of all duties payable at my death and the receipt 
of the Treasurer for the time being of the said Society shall be sufficient discharge for such legacy.” 
This bequest to be put towards..(insert .your wishes)..”  
 
It is your life. 
 
Please contact the RCS  Secretary should have any questions. 
 
 

The Society wishes to acknowledge those Members Past and present who have donated or left a legacy to 
the Society during the previous 12 months. 
Donations: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Bequests & Legacy 
 

 

 

 

 

Thank you one and all for your thoughtfulness and generosity, without your help, your Society would not be 

able to do as much as we do.  

************************************************************************* 

  

A. Holland   W.Fitzherbert  P. Findlay 

D. Clowes   B. Huston  L. Jackson 

J. Eglington    G. Miller  RCS – Women’s Group 

J. Williams   D. Collins  G. Elder 

 

 Mrs. Thelma Rensch – Passed away 6th August 2014 – Towards  Educational Grant 

 E & L Wears  - Yearly Trust to assist with Maintenance of RCS Headquarters rooms 

 



.......................................................................................... 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE 94TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE 

ROYAL COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY [Victorian branch] will be held at “The Gables”, 15 Finch 

Street, East Malvern on Thursday the 9
th

  of APRIL 2015, commencing at 5.30 PM. punctually, for the 

purpose of: 

1 To receive and adopt the Councils Annual Report for the year 2014 

2 To receive and consider the Audited Accounts, Balance Sheet, Income and Expenditure 

Statement for the year ended 31
st
 December 2014 

3 To elect the following Office Bearers for the year 2014/2015 

   President   

   Vice President  

   Honorary Treasurer  

2 Branch Councillors   

 As per the constitution, the above Office Bearers retire and can stand for re-election.  

4 To raise any business other than that would not normally be conducted at a General Meeting. 

 21 days notice shall be given and must be received at the administrative office 14 days prior to 

the meeting. 

BY ORDER OF THE BRANCH COUNCIL 

DATED  21
st
 February 2015 

 

John Colston 

Secretary 

Please note that a Fellow may cast a vote in person at the A.G.M. meeting or by PROXY.  

Fellows must be current financial members. 

************************************************************************** 

NOMINATION FOR COUNCIL        A.G.M. April 9
th

 2015 

 

I,…………………………………AND I  ……………………………………………  

Being Fellows of THE ROYAL COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY [Victorian branch], 

Hereby nominate, Mr., Mrs., Miss. 

                          ……………………………………………………………………. 

 

For the position of  President, Vice President 

    Honorary Treasurer, 

    Branch Councillor 

 

 

Signed [proposer]………………………………Signed [Seconder]…………………… 

NOTE: Proposer and Seconder must be financial members.  

 

 

I, ………………………………………………..[signature of Nominee] 

Do accept nomination for the above position. 

 

 

 

Nomination forms are required to be lodged at the administration office no later than the 12
th

 March 2015, 

so that details of nominees can be distributed to Members for their information prior to the AGM and as 

such be in a position to vote for their representative via proxy if necessary. 

Proxy forms must be lodged no later than 2 days prior to the meeting.  

Proxy forms will be sent along with the information of nominees to the vacant positions in March 2015. 

 

Should any Fellow have any queries please do not hesitate to contact the Secretary. 


