
        
   THE ROYAL COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY 

“The Gables”, 15 FINCH ST., EAST MALVERN.  3145 

Phone:   03 9571 5688 

JULY 2015 

NEWSLETTER 
A history in common, a future in progress 
The Royal Commonwealth Society founded in 1868, is constituted by Royal Charter. A self funded, Not for Profit Society bound 

by a network of individuals and organisations committed to improving the lives and prospects of Commonwealth citizens across 

the world.  

Through youth empowerment, education and advocacy, the Royal Commonwealth Society promotes the value and the values of 

the Commonwealth. We champion human rights, democracy and sustainable development across the 53 member states which are 

intrinsically linked through their common history and shared values. 

. 

147
th

  Anniversary - 26
th

 June 1868 – London 

94
rd

  Anniversary – 08
th

 February 1921 – Victoria 

Worldwide Patron: HM the Queen.  

Victorian Patron: The Honourable Alex Chernov, AC, QC, the Governor of Victoria 

                             
DINNER:    Thursday 9

th
 JULY 

THEME:       Mid Year  - catch up and keep running! 
SPEAKER:  Lesley Sharon Rosenthal 

Writer, Author, Historian and Filmmaker 

ATTIRE:   LOUNGE SUIT AND EVENING WEAR 

TALK:  Chapel of Chic   

Bookings are to be made by leaving a message on the office PHONE: 9571 5688: 

NO later than Wednesday 1
st
 July 

 

 

 
         

 

 

 
 

 

DINNER CONTRIBUTION: 

 

Members $50  Guests $60 

630pm - Pre Dinner drinks  

LUNCHEON 

Next: Thursday 28
th

 August 2015 

Time: 12.00hr for 12.30hr 

Speaker: Consumer Affairs 

Topic: TBA 

RSVP: Friday 22
nd

 August 

Cost:  $40 00 members    $50.00 Guests 

 

All members and guests are most welcome: 

If members or guests have dietary requirements, please advise when making your booking. 
PLEASE DO NOT MAKE A BOOKING UNLESS YOU ARE SURE YOU AND YOUR GUESTS WILL BE ATTENDING.  

A cancellation fee may apply for no shows and bookings cancelled after 0900Hr on the Monday 



THE PAST AND THE FUTURE: 
DINNER JULY: Speaker 

 

Lesley Sharon Rosenthal 
Writer, documentary filmmaker, historian and journalist 

Since making her debut as a filmmaker at the inaugural Celluloid Soup Jewish film festival in 1998, new 

avenues of imagination, creativity and entrepreneurship opened up for writer and journalist Lesley Sharon 

Rosenthal. Her short documentaries went on to screen at film festivals locally and internationally. In 2008 

with a grant from City of Stonnington she completed a feature length film entitled Chapel of Chic about 

Chapel Street’s fashion over a hundred years. Two years later for City of Melbourne she made the film 

“Boutique Magnifique” about Collins Street’s fashion history through the focus of its once glamorous 

boutiques.  

Lesley is also the author of two novels and two non-fiction books - Schmattes, a history of Melbourne’s 

fashion and garment industry in Flinders Lane (2005) and Prahran Market: 150 years (2014). Currently, 

while contemplating her next project, she volunteers as a biographer for Motor Neurone Disease Victoria 

and contributes stories to Volunteering Victoria’s website. 

She graduated from RMIT with the Diploma of the Arts in Professional Writing in 1997. Alongside 

producing her arts projects, she has taught short courses, been a public speaker and, for over 15 years now, 

researched, written and hosted a series of historical walking tours around Melbourne.  

 

Lesley is currently working on a new film, attempting to embrace the digital age by writing for Volunteering 

Victoria’s website, volunteering with MND Victoria as a biographer for people with Motor Neurone Disease 

and trying to think of a new book project.  

 

Her talk will be about the fashion and clothing history of Chapel Street over the 20th Century. 

It might be like a little trip down memory lane! and will cover the rise from ordinary busy shopping strip to 

international fashion precinct and its amazing characters then its sad demise. 

Why was Chapel Street so unique? What made it so successful? How did it start on its decade’s long road to 

a fashion showcase? 

 

LUNCHEON: 

Lunches are open to all Members of the Society, both ladies and gentlemen; you are most welcome to invite 

guests.  

A speaker from Consumer Affairs will address Members at the next Luncheon. Details nearer the time. 

The remaining two luncheons for the year will be on Thursday, 27th August and 26th November. All are welcome; 

please mark the dates in your diaries.  

 

WOMEN”S GROUP NEWS: 

 
A pleasant luncheon on the last Thursday in Autumn was enjoyed by members and guests in The Conservatory at The 

Gables.  Guest Speaker, Mr. Eric Daffy, Retired Senior District Officer with the Metropolitan Fire Brigade (MFB) 

gave an excellent overview of the history and present day operations of the MFB, its interaction with other emergency 

organisations such as the Ambulance Service and the SES.   He spoke of the Fire Safety Programme conducted by the 

MFB for the senior community and demonstrated the use of a fire blanket in an emergency and the necessity of having 

a working smoke alarm installed, advising that they are now available with lifetime operating capacity without having 

to change the battery six months, as in the past. 

 

There will be two more luncheons this year, Thursday 27
th
 August and pre Christmas Thursday 26

th
 November at 12 

Noon.   

We would welcome a more enthusiastic participation from members and ask you to consider bringing a guest.  

 A “Trading Table” will be available at either the luncheon or dinner in August, and quality items for sale would be 

welcomed, which may be brought along to any dinner.   

The RCS Women’s Group continue to raise funds for assistance to Commonwealth Nations in the Pacific who are in 

need, Vanuatu and Fiji following devastating cyclones and the ongoing Tonga Project. 

 

For further information about the Tonga Project or any queries about the Women’s Group activities please contact 

Elisabeth Newman (9699 9170) or Loretta Simmons (9808 9890). 



 

The following articles have been lifted from the RCS Website.  

 

If you receive this by Email you can  

Ctrl  + Click on the Blue hyperlink to read more: 

Press Releases 
08/06/2015 | The Prince of Wales launches ‘Out of the Blue’ – a new photography 
competition  

HRH The Prince of Wales marks World Oceans Day with the launch of a new photography 
competition celebrating the beauty and importance of our oceans and seas 

Reflections on CYGEN: What does the Facebook generation really have to offer? 

 

“Human rights are not a gift or charity. No one is giving you anything.” On the first day of a gathering of 
youth experts from around the world these words permeate through a room of passionate, youth 
activists. Read more... 

  Posted on 31st May 2015 by Milena Bacalja Perianes   

 

The UK General Elections: A View through the Commonwealth's Lens 

 

We arrived in the UK on 2nd May, 22 parliamentarians and officials from 12 Commonwealth nations, to be a 
part of the second Election Assessment Mission of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association UK and 
observe the UK’s electoral process and make recommendations. Read more... 

  

Posted on 20th May 2015 by Mahua Moitra 

https://www.thercs.org/assets/Press-Releases/08.06.2015-Out-of-the-Blue-Press-Release.pdf
https://www.thercs.org/assets/Press-Releases/08.06.2015-Out-of-the-Blue-Press-Release.pdf
https://www.thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/reflections-on-cygen-what-does-the-facebook-generation-really-have-to-offer-/
https://www.thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/reflections-on-cygen-what-does-the-facebook-generation-really-have-to-offer-/
https://www.thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/the-uk-general-elections-a-view-through-the-commonwealths-lens/
https://www.thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/the-uk-general-elections-a-view-through-the-commonwealths-lens/


The Commonwealth's Call to Duty 

The Commonwealth and global security concerns are scarcely mentioned 

together and yet they share a strong heritage and the latter increasingly affects these nations in the modern 

day. That is why we at Commonwealth Exchange produced the report: The Commonwealth’s Call to Duty 

whose foreword was written by Rt. Hon Dr Liam Fox MP. Read more... 

Launch Day: Commonwealth Youth Gender and Equality Network 
Posted by The Royal Commonwealth Society  

12th May 2015 

Today we launched the Commonwealth Youth Gender and Equality Network, the first youth 

network in the Commonwealth dedicated to working towards gender equality. The participants gathered here in Malta are some of 

the Commonwealth’s brightest and bravest young leaders: together in Malta to try to find solutions to problems that aren’t easy to 

solve. The launch day has seen some wonderful speakers and some interactive and dynamic discussions, as the group begins work 

to shape what the Network will achieve, how it will work and what its priorities will be. 

The President of Malta, H.E Marie Louise Coleira Preca, opened the forum with strong words, saying: 

"You came here to meet fellow young people, and to discuss matters which effect your own lives, and the lives of many others. I 

urge you to be bold and work towards change that is positive and inclusive." Her words, and those of Gulalai Ismail, one of the two 

Youth Chairs, who stated that "Today silence is not our option: we cannot remain silent anymore", set the scene for a day of 

powerful discussions, culminating in an interactive dialogue – a ‘world café’ – on the main themes of the forum. 

The world cafe allowed delegates to feed into a range of areas that the working groups are due to deliberate on over the coming 

days. An intersectional debate ensued as issues as diverse as the sexual health of transgender people; developing participatory 

political engagement; addressing cyber bullying and gender-based violence were hotly discussed. The mapping of key gender and 

gendered issues allowed participants to explore a range of areas in addition to the main forum focuses. 

The opening day also saw speakers representing the Commonwealth Youth 

Council and the Commonwealth Secretariat and RCS President Lord Howell of Guildford, as well as a performance from Senegalese 

hip hop artist Sister Fa, who uses her music and experience to educate communities to eradicate female genital cutting. 

 

https://www.thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/the-commonwealths-call-to-arms/
https://www.thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/the-commonwealths-call-to-arms/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=knYLaihFABQ


A delegate from Sri Lanka sums up her experience of the day: 

"The first day of the CYGEN forum, in my opinion, successfully laid out the foundation for the rest of the Forum. The speakers not 

only highlighted the current trends, strengths and the weaknesses in the existing structures of youth participation, but also the 

opportunities to engage further in carrying out our work - which was greatly encouraging. The World Cafe segment of the 

programme was truly dynamic as everyone was able to give their input into different working groups. I am personally thrilled by 

the new perspectives I was exposed to, and the experiences shared by all delegates will be a massive driving force for the success 

of the forum! Can't wait for the rest!"  

You can read more about the conference on our dedicated page, and interact on social media 

@TheRCSLondon / #CYGEN. The conference continues until Sunday 17th May, and blogs will be uploaded daily 

What's happening in this region?  the PACIFIC: 
 

The following articles have been lifted from the RCS Website.: https://thercs.org/international-network/pacific/ 

 

If you receive this by Email you can  

Ctrl  + Click on the COLOURED HYPERLINK to read more: 

 

26 May 2015: The RCS was saddened to receive the news that Dame Dorothy Fraser 
DBE, QSO JP,  President of the Otago Branch, had died aged 89. 

RCS Director, Michael Lake said: 'Dorothy Fraser was a highly respected and inspirational lady who epitomised the 
values of the Commonwealth. Our sincere and warm condolences go out to the family.' 

New Zealand Labour Party Leader, Andrew Little, said: 'Dame Dorothy was a well-known community figure who gave 
so much back to the Dunedin South community. She spent 29 years on the Otago Hospital Board, was a Dunedin City 

Councillor, an Otago University councillor, Otago High School board of governors member, and chairwoman of 
Montecillo Trust Board. 

'The widow of former Labour Cabinet Minister Bill Fraser, Dame Dorothy was a force to be reckoned with. Her 

egalitarian principles attracted her to the Labour Party and she became the youngest member ever at the age of 14. 

She said at the time that she joined because she had: ‘little faith in the party if it was ruled by fuddy-duddies, so I 
rounded up 10 other young members and we formed our own junior branch’. 

'Her lifetime achievements were immense – she was an innovator at a time when women found it difficult to have 

roles outside the domestic sphere. 

 

16/05/2015 | Australia supports Youth Voices to combat Violence against Women 

The Commonwealth Youth Gender and Equality Network meeting in Malta, sponsored by the Australian Government, 
has called for more action on domestic violence in the Commonwealth. 

**************************************************************************************************************** 

  HOW CAN YOU CONNECT WITH THE RCS AND THE COMMONWEALTH?  

  https://www.facebook.com/thercs 

https://www.thercs.org/youth/commonwealth-youth-gender-and-equality-network/
https://thercs.org/international-network/pacific/
https://www.thercs.org/assets/Press-Releases/Royal-Commonwealth-Society-CYGEN-Day-4.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/thercs


 

About Us 

THE QUEEN’S YOUNG LEADERS PROGRAMME DISCOVERS, CELEBRATES AND SUPPORTS 

EXCEPTIONAL YOUNG PEOPLE FROM ACROSS THE COMMONWEALTH, LEAVING A 

LASTING LEGACY FOR HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN. 

Last year a search was launched to find exceptional young people to receive the first ever Queens Young 

Leader’s Awards. Hundreds of applications flooded in from incredible young people all dedicated to making 

lasting change in their community and beyond. 

Awards 

The Queen’s Young Leader Award recognises and celebrates exceptional people aged 18-29 from across the 

Commonwealth, who are taking the lead in their communities and using their skills to transform lives.  

Winners of this prestigious Award will receive a unique package of training, mentoring and networking, 

including a one-week residential programme in the UK during which they will collect their Award from Her 

Majesty The Queen.  

With this support, Award winners will be expected to continue and develop the amazing work they are 

already doing in their communities. 

Grants 
 

As well as awarding inspirational young people, Queen’s Young Leaders Grants will be made to 

organisations in selected Commonwealth countries that can show they are improving the lives of young 

people.  

 

Our vision is to provide opportunities for young people to learn new skills, enter employment and give them 

a voice in their communities.  

 

Applications to become a 2016 Queen’s Young Leader will open on 22nd June. 

 

How to Apply 

 

 
Across the Pacific region, 9 Queens Young Leaders have been announced - see the list 

 

The Queen’s Young Leaders Programme is a partnership 

between The Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee Trust, 

Comic Relief and 

The Royal Commonwealth Society. 

 

The Queen’s Young Leaders Programme is a partnership between The Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee Trust, Comic Relief and The Royal Commonwealth 

See how the Queen’s Young Leaders of 2015 are changing lives where they live: 

http://www.queensyoungleaders.com/grants-scheme/
https://www.thercs.org/youth/queens-young-leaders-programme-2014/
http://www.queensyoungleaders.com/
http://www.queensyoungleaders.com/


Society.  

   
 

2015 – WHAT THEY HAVE TO SAY! 

 

http://www.queensyoungleaders.com/emily-smith-nyw15-qa/ 

 
Emily Smith - Australia 
Emily is a community and Girl Guide leader, and works on various projects that focus on gender-based 
issues. She has helped to deliver a campaign called Free Being Me, which encourages body confidence and 
self-esteem, and was also chosen to attend the United Nation’s Commission on the Status of Women. She 
is now working to run the Stop the Violence Campaign and its Voices Against Violence curriculum. 

 

 
How has the Queen’s Young Leaders Award helped you?  

The Queen’s Young Leaders Award has helped me to connect with a global community of change-makers. It’s 

inspiring to hear the stories, experiences and passions of so many amazing young people working tirelessly to make 

meaningful changes in their communities. 

I’m excited about what opportunities now exist to collaborate and strengthen all of our work to transform the lives of 

people we engage across the Commonwealth. 

http://www.queensyoungleaders.com/emily-smith-nyw15-qa/
http://www.queensyoungleaders.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE  ROYAL  SOCIETY  OF  ST. GEORGE. 
Patron: The Hon. Alex Chernov AC. QC. Governor of Victoria 

 

111TH TRADITIONAL FESTIVAL DINNER 
 

Mr. Douglas Clowes, President, and members of the council of the Royal Society of St. 

George, Melbourne Branch, invite you to join with them to celebrate 
 

ST. GEORGE’S DAY 
 

At: ‘Quat Quatta’, 19 Quat Quatta Avenue, Ripponlea Victoria. 

On: Tuesday 7th July 2015 at 7pm for 7.30pm. 

GUEST SPEAKERS:  

Professor Anthony Cree OAM, Chairman Council of British and Commonwealth Societies, 

will propose the toast ‘England and St. George’ 
 

Mr. George McNaughton, President, The Royal Caledonian Society, Melbourne. Will 

propose the toast ‘The Commonwealth of Australia’ 
 

Cost: $95.00 per person 
 

Dress:  Black Tie or Ladies Equivalent: Decorations 
 

Contact No: (03) 9887 6276 
 

RSVP: By Friday 19th of June 2015 or when you know 
 

Please complete the form below and return with your cheque/money order, made 

payable to The Royal Society of St. George at $95.00 per person. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

The Royal Society of St. George, Melbourne Branch Inc. 

C/- The English Speaking Union, 

PO Box 9427, 

South Yarra, Vic, 3141 
 

I/We will be attending the 111th Festival Dinner on Tuesday 7th July 2015 at  

‘Quat Quatta’, 19 Quat Quatta Avenue, Ripponlea from 7pm for 7.30pm 
 

Name/s: ………………………………………………………………………………….......... 

Address: …………………………………………………………………………………..…… 

………………………………………………………………..Tel: ………………………...…… 

I wish to be seated with: ………………………………………………………………..…… 

Special dietary requirements: ……………………………………………………………… 

Enclosed is payment for ….. persons at $95 per person, total:  $ ...................... … 

 


