
        
   THE ROYAL COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY 

“The Gables”, 15 FINCH ST., EAST MALVERN.  3145 

Phone:   03 9571 5688 

AUGUST 2015 

NEWSLETTER 
A history in common, a future in progress 
The Royal Commonwealth Society founded in 1868, is constituted by Royal Charter. A self funded, Not for Profit Society bound 

by a network of individuals and organisations committed to improving the lives and prospects of Commonwealth citizens across 

the world.  

Through youth empowerment, education and advocacy, the Royal Commonwealth Society promotes the value and the values of 

the Commonwealth. We champion human rights, democracy and sustainable development across the 53 member states which are 

intrinsically linked through their common history and shared values. 

. 

147
th

  Anniversary - 26
th

 June 1868 – London 

94
rd

  Anniversary – 08
th

 February 1921 – Victoria 

Worldwide Patron: HM the Queen.  

Victorian Patron: The Honourable Linda Dessau AM, Governor of Victoria 

 
DINNER:    Thursday 13

th
 AUGUST 

 

                             
THEME:       History - Australia 
SPEAKER:  Mr. Richard Stonehouse - President 

First Fleet Fellowship Victoria 

ATTIRE:   LOUNGE SUIT AND EVENING WEAR 

TALK: Descendants of arrivals on the first fleet in 1788 with Captain Arthur Phillip 

Bookings are to be made email or by leaving a message on the office PHONE: 9571 5688: 

NO later than 2pm Wednesday 5
th

 AUGUST 
 

 

 

 
         

 

 

 
 

 

THE PAST AND THE FUTURE: 

DINNER CONTRIBUTION: 

Members $50  Guests $60 

630pm - Pre Dinner drinks  

 

Please note that ALL Bookings made AFTER 

2.00 pm on the 5
th

 August may incur a $5 

surcharge, due to catering requirements. 

LUNCHEON 

Next: Thursday 28
th

 August 2015 

Time: 12.00hr for 12.30hr 

Speaker: Heline Lim from Dept. of Consumer Affairs  

Topic: “Common Scams: How to spot them and deal 

with them”.   

RSVP: Friday 22
nd

 August 

Cost:  $40 00 members    $50.00 Guests 

 
All members and guests are most welcome: 

If members or guests have dietary requirements, please advise when making your booking. 

 
PLEASE DO NOT MAKE A BOOKING UNLESS YOU ARE SURE YOU AND YOUR GUESTS WILL BE ATTENDING.  

A fee may apply for cancellation and no show bookings advised  after 0900Hr on the Monday 



DINNER JULY: Speaker 

Lesley Sharon Rosenthal 
Writer, documentary filmmaker, historian and journalist 

The talk was about the fashion and clothing history of Chapel Street over the 20th Century. 

It was like a little trip down memory lane! from ordinary busy shopping strip to international fashion 

precinct and it's amazing characters, then it's sad demise. 

Why was Chapel Street so unique? all was revealed through Lesley’s Audio/visual presentation and her 

ability to connect all the various people and businesses. A jolly good night. 

LUNCHEON: 

The next luncheon will be on Thursday 27
th

 August when Heline Lim from the Department of Consumer 

Affairs will address us on “Common Scams: How to spot them and deal with them”.  

Your Councillors and the members of the Women’s Group look forward to seeing you at the lunch.  

With the recent rise in Scams can you spot them and deal with them? If caught, do you know your rights? 

Possibly not so! do attend and learn how to protect yourself, your family and friends. 

Bring your friends.  

You can be assured of a warm welcome, good company and lunch in the pleasant surrounds of The Gables, 

your club house and leave with valuable information about how to protect yourself against Scams. 

 

The final luncheon for the year will be on Thursday 26
th

 November. All are welcome; please mark the dates 

in your diaries.  
 

WOMEN”S GROUP NEWS: 

 

In place of the customary August trading table, the Women’s Group Committee will organise a table at the 

November dinner, this is to highlight the philanthropic work the Women’s Group have been undertaking 

over the years.  

Although our contributions are not large, they have gone a long way to support projects in, e.g. PNG, Fiji 

and Tonga. The Tonga project is long running where we have been supporting Primary Education by 

supplying books and writing materials for needy schools and those hit by cyclones. The schools supported 

each year do vary but some support always goes to the Mou’nga’one school.  

The island is the poorest of all the inhabited Tongan islands and is still recovering from the devastating 

cyclone of early 2014.  

The school building was destroyed; it has, from what I hear, been replaced but has no water.  

A water tank is urgently needed which we are actively looking to supply shortly with the help of the whole 

Society.  

We have good contact in Tonga through Siu Cocker who oversees the project there.  Elisabeth has been to 

Tonga twice and visited PNG 

In keeping with our Charter, we are looking to support other projects in Australia and the Pacific area.  

Projects are monitored to ensure maximum benefit is derived by the recipients.  

 

The Women’s Group raise fund through the yearly trading table and from lucky competitions (raffles) at the 

lunches.  

We are looking to involve all members of the Society with our philanthropy, so we therefore ask you to 

support the trading table.  

 

We require donations of suitable good quality items that, with Christmas coming up, will make idea gifts. 

We would also appreciate your support on the night by purchasing items on sale. 

 

Items for sale can be left at the RCS with a member of the Women’s Group on nights you come for dinner. 

Ask for Elisabeth, Loretta, Jan or Merridy; at least one of us will be at the dinners. 

Or call the office number to see who is there and drop them in. 

 

For further information about the Tonga project, the proposed November trading table and/or queries about 

the Women’s Group, please contact Elisabeth Newman; ph: 9699 9170. 

 

 



 

The following articles have been lifted from the RCS Website.  

 

If you receive this by Email you can  

Ctrl  + Click on the Coloured / Blue hyperlink to read more: 

 

Preventing Child Marriage in the Commonwealth: New report by the RCS and Plan UK 

 

Child marriage has gained significant traction in the international community in 
recent years. It is now globally recognized as a harmful practice, a human rights violation, a development inhibitor, 

and a consequence and a cause of negative social norms. Read more... 

  

1215 to 2015: Magna Carta Celebrates 800 Years 
 

Monday 15th June 2015, marked the 800th anniversary of the sealing of the Magna 

Carta by King John at Runneymede in 1215. Over the centuries Magna Carta has gained huge symbolic influence 

being, for many the foundation of their constitution and the basis of their rule of law. Read more... 

Press Releases 
08/06/2015 | The Prince of Wales launches ‘Out of the Blue’ – a new photography 
competition  

HRH The Prince of Wales marks World Oceans Day with the launch of a new photography 
competition celebrating the beauty and importance of our oceans and seas 

https://thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/preventing-child-marriage-in-the-commonwealth-new-report-by-the-rcs-and-plan-uk/
https://www.thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/preventing-child-marriage-in-the-commonwealth-new-report-by-the-rcs-and-plan-uk/
https://thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/1215-to-2015-magna-carta-celebrates-800-years/
https://www.thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/1215-to-2015-magna-carta-celebrates-800-years/
https://www.thercs.org/assets/Press-Releases/08.06.2015-Out-of-the-Blue-Press-Release.pdf
https://www.thercs.org/assets/Press-Releases/08.06.2015-Out-of-the-Blue-Press-Release.pdf


Reflections on CYGEN: What does the Facebook generation really have to offer? 
 

 

“Human rights are not a gift or charity. No one is giving you anything.” On the first day of a gathering of 
youth experts from around the world these words permeate through a room of passionate, youth 
activists. Read more... 

 

The UK General Elections: A View through the Commonwealth's Lens 
 

 

We arrived in the UK on 2nd May, 22 parliamentarians and officials from 12 Commonwealth nations, to be a 
part of the second Election Assessment Mission of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association UK and 
observe the UK’s electoral process and make recommendations. Read more... 

  

The Commonwealth's Call to Duty 

The Commonwealth and global security concerns are scarcely mentioned together 

and yet they share a strong heritage and the latter increasingly affects these nations in the modern day. That 

is why we at Commonwealth Exchange produced the report: The Commonwealth’s Call to Duty whose 

foreword was written by Rt. Hon Dr Liam Fox MP. Read more... 

What's happening in this region?  the PACIFIC: 
 

If you receive this Newsletter by Email - Ctrl  + Click on the HYPERLINK to read more: 

**************************************************************************************************************** 
The following articles have been lifted from the RCS Website.: https://thercs.org/international-
network/pacific/ 

 
16/05/2015 | Australia supports Youth Voices to combat Violence against Women 

The Commonwealth Youth Gender and Equality Network meeting in Malta, sponsored by the Australian Government, 

has called for more action on domestic violence in the Commonwealth. 

https://www.thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/reflections-on-cygen-what-does-the-facebook-generation-really-have-to-offer-/
https://www.thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/reflections-on-cygen-what-does-the-facebook-generation-really-have-to-offer-/
https://www.thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/the-uk-general-elections-a-view-through-the-commonwealths-lens/
https://www.thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/the-uk-general-elections-a-view-through-the-commonwealths-lens/
https://www.thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/the-commonwealths-call-to-arms/
https://www.thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/the-commonwealths-call-to-arms/
https://thercs.org/international-network/pacific/
https://thercs.org/international-network/pacific/
https://www.thercs.org/assets/Press-Releases/Royal-Commonwealth-Society-CYGEN-Day-4.pdf


  

ARE YOU THE NEXT QUEEN’S YOUNG LEADER? 

The search is on to find exceptional young people from across the Commonwealth to become the Queen’s Young Leaders of 

2016. If you match each of the criteria below, you can apply for the award. 

IMPROVING THEIR LOCAL COMMUNITY? CITIZEN OF A COMMONWEALTH COUNTRY? 

  

                                

AGED BETWEEN 18-29?             DEMONSTRATING LEADERSHIP?  

     APPLY NOW 

 

About Us 

THE QUEEN’S YOUNG LEADERS PROGRAMME DISCOVERS, CELEBRATES AND SUPPORTS EXCEPTIONAL 

YOUNG PEOPLE FROM ACROSS THE COMMONWEALTH, LEAVING A LASTING LEGACY FOR HER MAJESTY THE 

QUEEN. 

Last year a search was launched to find exceptional young people to receive the first ever Queens Young Leader’s Awards. 

Hundreds of applications flooded in from incredible young people all dedicated to making lasting change in their community and 

beyond. 

Awards 

The Queen’s Young Leader Award recognises and celebrates exceptional people aged 18-29 from across the Commonwealth, who 

are taking the lead in their communities and using their skills to transform lives.  

Winners of this prestigious Award will receive a unique package of training, mentoring and networking, including a one-week 

residential programme in the UK during which they will collect their Award from Her Majesty The Queen.  

With this support, Award winners will be expected to continue and develop the amazing work they are already doing in their 

communities. 

Applications to become a 2016 Queen’s Young Leader opened on 22nd June. 

The Queen’s Young Leaders Programme is a partnership 

between The Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee Trust, 

Comic Relief and The Royal Commonwealth Society. 

The Queen’s See how the Queen’s Young Leaders of 2015 are changing lives where they live: 

http://www.queensyoungleaders.com/apply-now
http://www.queensyoungleaders.com/


 

Queen's Young Leaders Programme 
 

This life-changing programme has been established by The Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee Trust and 
runs in partnership with Comic Relief and the Royal Commonwealth Society in honour of The Queen’s 60-
year contribution to the Commonwealth. 
Find out more 

Kate Row - AUSTRALIA 
Kate’s life experiences have made her determined to raise awareness and understanding of disabilities 

among children and young people. She encourages strong social inclusion and works on various projects to 

promote disability awareness and mental health. 

 

 

 

 
Commonwealth Youth Gender and Equality Network 

 

Young people from around the Commonwealth will meet in Malta from 13-17 May at the launch of 
the Commonwealth Youth Gender and Equality Network. They will discuss the key gender related 
issues affecting the Commonwealth today.  Read on 

 

Commonwealth Youth Exchange Council (CYEC) 
 

CYEC, an education and youth development charity founded in 1970, became a subsidiary charity 
of the Royal Commonwealth Society in February 2014.   
Find out more 

 

https://thercs.org/youth/queens-young-leaders-programme-2014/
https://thercs.org/youth/commonwealth-youth-gender-and-equality-network/
https://thercs.org/youth/commonwealth-youth-exchange-council/


Out of the Blue 
The Prince of Wales's Commonwealth Environmental Photography Awards 

  

 

 Image © Terry Dormer / The Trustees of the Natural History Museum, London 

 On World Oceans Day, 8th June, 'Out of the Blue', a new photography competition which 
celebrates the oceans, seas and waters of the Commonwealth, was launched by The Prince of 
Wales's International Sustainability Unit with The Royal Commonwealth Society as partner.  

 

Download further information. To submit an entry visit the competition website  

The launch took place at an event celebrating World Oceans Day, held at the Royal Geographical Society, 

London. Watch The Prince of Wales's video message  

Extract from HRH The Prince of Wales's video message:      

"From over-fishing to marine plastic debris and from progressive  

acidification of seas to habitat destruction, the challenges we must 

address in order to secure the natural capital that provides the basis of our global Blue Economy are both wide-ranging and 

fundamental.  But while we have an ever stronger body of evidence to highlight the pressing nature of these questions, it seems 

to me that we must also continue to win hearts as well as minds.  Nowhere is it more important to do this than within those 

communities whose very future prosperity is inextricably linked with the viability of our oceans and seas.  Many of these 

communities live within the Commonwealth – over half of Commonwealth countries are island states, for example – and, 

together, Commonwealth countries have around half of the world's economic exclusion zones within their jurisdiction. 

I am especially hopeful to see participation from young people, as their future – particularly those from island nations and coastal 

states – will be principally determined by the fate of the oceans.  The world needs to hear their stories and perhaps by seeing 

their perspective in pictures, those with the means to act are more likely to do so." 

The competition is open from 8th of June until 6th September. Winning photographs will be exhibited in 

Malta in the margins of a high-level meeting of Heads of Government from around the Commonwealth in 

November 2015. By submitting entries to this new competition, you can help encourage global leaders to 

take positive action and adopt more of the solutions that we know are at hand to protect and use natural 

resources in a sustainable way.  

Download further information. To submit an entry visit the competition website 

https://www.thercs.org/assets/Press-Releases/08.06.2015-Out-of-the-Blue-Press-Release.pdf
https://www.thercs.org/assets/Press-Releases/08.06.2015-Out-of-the-Blue-Press-Release.pdf
https://www.thercs.org/assets/Press-Releases/08.06.2015-Out-of-the-Blue-Press-Release.pdf
http://outofthebluecompetition.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MXpIvpNIgZk
https://www.thercs.org/assets/Campaigns/Out-of-The-Blue-The-Prince-of-Waless-Commonwealth-Environmental-Photography-Awards.pdf
http://outofthebluecompetition.com/


Part 1 of a 4 page extract from the " Ministers Reference book Commonwealth 2015" 
 a co-operation between the Royal Commonwelath Soctiety  and the Hendley Media Group. 

 


