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Objects of the Royal 
Commonwealth Society 

The objects of the society are to 
promote the increase and diffusion 
of knowledge respecting the people 
and Countries of the 
Commonwealth, to maintain the best 
traditions of the Commonwealth and 
to foster unity of thought and action 
to matters of common interest. 

THANK YOU 
 
The South Australian Branch Council 
thanks HettieTinsley for her dedication 
to the RCS during the last few years on 
the RCS Council.  Hettie has resigned 
from Council as she is teaching 4 days 
a week and also serves on several 
other committees.. Despite being very 
busy Hettie will continue to be Coordi-
nator of the RCS Photographic/Art com-
petition for school children 
 
The RCS Council also extends grateful 
thanks to Mark Williams for setting up 
the new RCS website. 
This can be viewed at 
www.thercssa.com.au 
 
Thank you Hettie and Mark 

THANKS 
 
I had the pleasure of attending the 
AGM this month, and listening to the 
reports of activities by the RCS  
Council.   
It brought back memories of the many 
happy times we have experienced at 
functions run so well by the Council 
and its members.  The Christmas  
Reception on the lawns at Pulteney, 
attended by the Governor of South 
Australia, The Hon. Hieu Van Le AO 
and Mrs Le was one of those  
memorable occasions, as was the 2013 
Royal President’s Gala evening.  Both 
showed how the Society has managed 
to keep up tradition and high standards 
whilst being relaxed and welcoming to 
all who attend.  There is a camaraderie 
that is inclusive at the gatherings – 
even to relatively new members. 
There could not be such a standard 
without the dedication of the members 
of the Council and its equally  
supportive band of members. 
Long-standing President, Margaret 
Lord, was thanked for her dedication 
and will continue on the Council as 
Vice-President.  Incoming President, 
Libby Ellis OAM, was warmly  
welcomed and as her work on the 
Council has shown, will be sure to 
maintain the Society’s tradition. 
 
Barbara Mayfield 

 

 

RCS International network  
 

Divided into five Regions, the 53 country members of the Commonwealth 
include a significant number of small states (population <1.5  
million) alongside some of the world’s largest and wealthiest countries. All 
members are equal and all subscribe to the values described in the 
Commonwealth Charter. 
 
The regions are Europe, Africa, Asia, Pacific and Americas.  Australia belongs 
to the Pacific Region 
 
For further information please check out the web page www.thercs.org 
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NEWS FROM LONDON 
 

Establishment of Associate Fellowships 
 
I am pleased to inform you of a new development that will add breadth to the 
Royal Commonwealth Society and serve to attract new generations of support 
to our shared interest of promoting the Commonwealth and the values that un-
derpin it. 
The Council has decided to re-introduce the status of Fellows. The Royal Com-
monwealth Society in bygone years managed a Fellowship system. This fell into 
disuse but from the interest and advice received from various quarters, it is ap-
parent that a contemporary scheme will be well received, especially by young 
people. More than 60% of the Commonwealth population of 2.3 billion is under 
30 and half of the membership is represented by small states and islands from 
where there are comparatively few opportunities for young people to broaden 
their perspective. 
The new scheme will offer fellowship at associate level to young people who 
demonstrate an enthusiasm for the Commonwealth ideals as expressed in the 
Charter and an empathy for its relevance and purpose. In due course, the 
Council will give consideration to more senior and honorary levels of member-
ship. In all cases, the Council will authorise the status granted. 
The Council has decided to initiate the new scheme by inviting outstanding 
young applicants for the Queen’s Young Leaders Programme to become the 
first group of Associate Fellows. 
The primary aims of the new scheme are to connect young supporters with 
each other across the Commonwealth and to promote shared discussion and 
debate on contemporary issues and concerns. It is to be hoped that the Associ-
ate Fellows will be a fresh influx of young people for RCS branches and that you 
will encourage them to engage with your branch activities. Full criteria for the 
new RCS fellowship will be sent on request. 
Michael Lake 
Director 
Royal Commonwealth Society 



 

 

REPORT ON A.G.M 2015 
 
Our AGM was held Sunday 12 April at 
Wyatt Hall, was well attended by  
members of the Royal Commonwealth 
Society, with Libby Ellis being elected 
President, Margaret Lord as Vice  
President, Chris Ashton, Jayne Ross 
and Allan Perryman were elected as  
Council members for 2 years.  Hettie 
Tinsley resigned from Council after 
terms as a Council member and  
recently as Vice President. 
The other Council members Ken  
Pennell, Julie Gameau, Terry Grant and 
Des Wyatt still have another year to 
serve under the constitution. 
Afternoon tea was served after the 
meeting, which made it a most enjoy-
able day. 
 
 Jayne Ross 
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Photographic/Drawing Competition 
 

To celebrate the Queen’s Birthday students are invited to enter an Art 
and photographic competition on the theme of South Australia: Our 
Common Wealth  
The competition will be judged in the following categories: 

Category 1  Under 10 on 15 May 2015  
Category 2 Under 14 on 15 May 2015 
Category 3 Under 18 on 15 May 2015 

3 prizes will be awarded in each of the following sections: Art (including 
Computer Generation) and Photography. Works should reflect an 
aspect of South Australia that shows our rich and diverse culture 
and/or environment.  
1st prize $100, 2nd prize $60, 3rd prize $30 in each category.  
 

A selection of works will be displayed for the public in June, 
with full details sent to prizewinners and participating 
schools.   Enquiries: hettie.tinsley@gmail.com 

PLEASE ADVERTISE THIS EVENT AND COME TO THE DISPLAY IN 
JUNE 

Office Bearers for 2015 
 
President:  Libby Ellis OAM 
   0412 820 121 
Vice Presidents Margaret Lord 
   (08) 8346 7952 
   Jayne Ross 
   (08) 8346 6002 
Treasurer:  Ken Pennell 
   0438 233 315 
Secretary:  Julie Gameau 
   (08) 8357 9547 
Councillors 
   Chris Ashton 
   0419 804 725  
   Terry Grant   
   (08) 8333 1658 
   Allan Perryman 
   0418 821 572 
   Des Wyatt 
   (08) 8281 7594 

May—July 2015 Newsletter 

President’s Report 
As I have only been President for 

about two weeks I would like to ponder 
a little. 

The only task I have performed in 
that time is to write sending birthday 
wishes to The Queen on behalf of the 
Council and members. I also attended 
the Anzac Day dawn service in order to 
watch Margaret perform her last duty as 
President and to learn what I need to do 
next year. 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
publicly thank Margaret for the 
extraordinary work she has done over 
the years as President of this Society. 
Her enthusiasm and energy is awesome 
and I hope she will stay on, just as 
enthusiastically supporting the Society 
as Senior Vice President and Goodwill 
Ambassador. 

At Council meetings, ever since I 
have been involved, there is an ongoing 
lament that we can’t attract new 
members. I believe this lack is largely 
due to the fact that in the last few years 
there haven’t been many activities with 
which to attract new members. 

I am delighted to report that last year 
this situation was seriously addressed. 
In addition to a luncheon for The 
Queen’s Birthday and a seminar 
‘Celebrating Commonwealth Women’, 
two ongoing projects have been 
created: the Drawing and Photography 
Competitions and the RCS Instrumental 
Ensemble.  Both these events, aimed at 
different target audiences, were hugely 
successful and in 2015 we can build on 
their success to spread the goals of the 
RCS even wider. 

To capitalise on these successes, 
one of the first tasks of the new Council 
must be to finalise the Society web page 
and the information brochure. The two 
RCS Ensemble concerts introduced our 

Society to well over one hundred people 
who had never heard of us. When we 
have a promotional brochure to give to 
people who ask what we do, it will be 
much easier to convert interest into 
membership. 
The second important task for the new 
Council must be to actively participate in 
the initiatives that have finally happened 
with a national seminar to discuss RCS 
issues. It is a pity that when South 
Australia suggested this two years ago 
the other states did not respond; 
however now that Victoria has shown 
interest, South Australia must not only 
attend, but her delegates must speak 
with a united and thoughtful voice. We 
are holding a special meeting to discuss 
what South Australia will bring to this 
seminar immediately after the next 
Council meeting. Any members 
interested in having their views on the 
future of the RCS are very welcome to 
attend. 
I look forward to being part of a vibrant 
and relevant Society in the years ahead 
and encourage your active involvement. 

 

Libby Ellis OAM 

DIARY DATES  

Lunch to celebrate The Queen’s 
Birthday 
Sunday 5th July , 12 for 12.30pm 
Public Schools Club. 
Further details please contact the  
President or Secretary. 
 

Photographic/Art Competition  
Presentation night June further details 
please contact the President or  
Secretary 
 

Friday 24th July 7.00pm at Legacy 
House 
Plain English Speaking Award State 
Final  all welcome 
further details contact Secretary 
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Commonwealth Day Message March 2015 
 

One simple lesson from history is that when people come together to talk, to 
exchange ideas and to develop common goals, wonderful things can happen. So 
many of the world's greatest technological and industrial achievements have 
begun as partnerships between families, countries, and even continents. But, as 
we are often reminded, the opposite can also be true. When common goals fall 
apart, so does the exchange of ideas. And if people no longer trust or understand 
each other, the talking will soon stop too.  
 

In the Commonwealth we are a group of 53 nations of dramatically different sizes 
and climates. But over the years, drawing on our shared history, we have seen and 
acted upon the huge advantages of mutual cooperation and understanding, for the 
benefit of our countries and the people who live in them.  
 

Not only are there tremendous rewards for this cooperation, but through dialogue 
we protect ourselves against the dangers that can so easily arise from a failure to 
talk or to see the other person's point of view.  
 

Indeed, it seems to me that now, in the second decade of the twenty first century, 
what we share through being members of the Commonwealth is more important 
and worthy of protection than perhaps at any other time in the Commonwealth's 
existence. We are guardians of a precious flame, and it is our duty not only to keep 
it burning brightly but to keep it replenished for the decades ahead.  
 

With this in mind, I think it apt that on this day we celebrate ‘A Young 
Commonwealth’ and all that it has to offer. As a concept that is unique in human 
history, the Commonwealth can only flourish if its ideas and ideals continue to be 
young and fresh and relevant to all generations. 
 

The youthfulness and vitality that motivate our collective endeavours were seen in 
abundance last year in Glasgow. They will be seen again in a few months’ time 
when Young Leaders from islands and continents gather to make new friendships 
and to work on exciting initiatives that can help to build a safer world for future 
generations. And last November in India, talented young scientists from 
universities and research institutes conferred with eminent professors and 
pioneers of discovery at the Commonwealth Science Conference where together 
they shared thoughts on insights and inventions that promise a more sustainable 
future 
 

These are stirring examples of what is meant by ‘A Young Commonwealth’. It is a 
globally diverse and inclusive community that opens up new possibilities for 
development through trust and encouragement. Commonwealth Day provides 
each of us, as members of this worldwide family, with a chance to recommit 
ourselves to upholding the values of the Commonwealth Charter. 
 

It has the power to enrich us all, but, just as importantly in an uncertain world, it 
gives us a good reason to keep talking 
 
Elizabeth R 

 

 

President’s Report  Annual General Meeting  April 2015 
 
During the past year the RCS has continued to sponsor the Plain English 
Speaking Award, Recitals Australia, the Accompanists’ Guild, Co-Opera 
and Desalyn Dancers.  The weekly concerts of Recitals Australia  
promote young music students and give the mature students the oppor-
tunity to perform for a live audience.  Three of the finalists at Elder Hall 
had performed during the year with the same winner in each final.  The 
Accompanists’ Guild showcased their top students with a free concert for 
the young students and a ticketed performance for the elites. 
Co-Opera continue to travel and perform at the Showground Studio while 
the new RCS Ensemble have presented 2 superb concerts with another 
one to be advertised in our future newsletter.  We ran a successful Art 
and photographic competition which we are continuing this year.  Sincere 
thanks to Hettie Tinsley for her work in putting this in motion and for  
continuing this year. 
Unfortunately we can no longer give prizes in the Commonwealth Essay 
Competition with no Chief Adjudicator in London there is no way to  
identify the South Australian entries.  We promote the competition 
throughout the state but that is all we can do.   
We were honoured to have the Governor and Mrs Le at our Christmas 
Reception where all those present had the opportunity to meet them.  
The ensemble provided back ground music and His Excellency gave an 
excellent address on his view of the Commonwealth.  A function to  
celebrate Commonwealth Women's Day was unfortunately poorly at-
tended.  “Mad March” provided too much competition  
I have attended as many Anzac functions as possible and will be at the 
Dawn Service as usual. 
In standing down as president I would like to thank all those people who 
have supported the Club in my time.  As chairman of the now defunct 
“Ladies group” I automatically had a spot on the Committee and remem-
ber the hard work we had to put in to maintain our premises in Angas 
Street.  The sale in 2001 gave us the money that enables our charitable 
work to continue today and the help we had from the late Hon. Ian Wil-
son while we leased the premises in the 1990’s deserves a special men-
tion.  He deserved his “Life Membership” 
My best wishes are extended to our new president Libby Ellis OAM. 
 
Margaret Lord 
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RCS and the Commonwealth web 
pages 

There is so much interesting and 
informative information on the Royal 
Commonwealth Society on the web page. 
 

Find more information  about The Royal 
Commonwealth Society and the 
Commonwealth  on the web 
  

www.www.thercs.org 
www.thecommonwealth.org 

MEMBERS OF THE COMMONWEALTH 
 

The following Countries are members of the Commonwealth 
in order of seniority of membership 

  
United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, India, 
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Ghana, Malaysia, Nigeria, Cyprus, Sierra Leone, 
Tanzania, Jamaica, Trinidad & Tobago, Uganda, Kenya, Malawi, Malta, 
Zambia, The Gambia, Singapore, Guyana, Botswana, Lesotho, 
Barbados, Nauru, Mauritius, Swaziland, Tonga, Samoa, Fiji Islands, 
Bangladesh, The Bahamas, Grenada, Papua New Guinea, Seychelles, 
Solomon Islands, Tuvalu, Dominica, St Lucia, Kiribati, 
St Vincent & The Grenadines, Vanuatu, Belize, Antigua & Barbuda, 
Maldives, St Christopher & Nevis, Brunei Darussalam, Namibia, 
Cameroon, Mozambique, Rwanda 
 
These diverse nations representing one quarter of the world’s population 
over every continent, include Republics, National Monarchies and a 
number of Nations that recognise Queen Elizabeth 11 as their own Head 
of State. 

TO CONTACT THE ROYAL COMMONWEALTH  SOCIETY (SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA BRANCH) Please contact either: 
Libby Ellis OAM  08 7221 2440   0412 820 121 mob  or 
Julie Gameau  08 8357 9547   0407 203 035 mob 

2015 SUBSCRIPTIONS 
The 2015 subscriptions are 
due on 1st January 2015.  
 
Fees are $25 for a single  
membership and $40 for a 
couple. 
Please pay the Treasurer, Mr 
Ken Pennell if you are not 
financial. 
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COMMONWEALTH AND INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 
On Sunday 8th March a small and dedicated group of Council Members and 
invited guests attended a celebration of Commonwealth Day and International 
Women’s Day at the State Museum.  The venue was the Royal Society room, 
an ideal setting for three keynote speaker who represented a range of  
Commonwealth countries. 
 
 

Lata Mayer, from the Migration Museum introduced us to the centuries-old 
tradition of Tamil poetry, with its themes of inner and outer worlds from the 
perspective of different voices in society.  More than one person was busy 
writing notes to look up any published sources and read further.  Perhaps the 
exquisite reading style of the presenter was one of the key motivators to read 
more. 
 
 

Hiacinta Msomi, who continues to support new immigrants 22 years after her 
own arrival took us to the realistic world of women’s place in Tanzanian soci-
ety in a close focus on women’s empowerment in Tanzania.  There is much to 
celebrate in the great strides that have been made in the past 10 years, where 
positive discrimination has lifted women’s representation in parliament to 38%.  
Maternity leave conditions, with three months paid leave are ahead of many 
countries globally.  There is much work still to do, particularly in areas such as 
education and genital mutilation but Hiacinta inspired us with confidence that 
current directions for women are very positive in Tanzania and it is a model for 
other African Countries 
 
 

Margaret Lord gave us the Australian perspective on the generational path-
ways from immigration with her own unique family history.  It is a story of resil-
ience, flexibility and open-mindedness on what the future can hold for those 
making Australia their home.  Her segway into the development of the Royal 
Commonwealth Society in South Australia led to an interesting open discus-
sion on where we go in the future, a discussion that would have been even 
more meaningful if more members had been present to participate.  It was a 
delight to hear The Queen’s Commonwealth Day message read by Margaret 
and to find how closely it accorded with our focus during the day. 
 
 

Our thanks go to the three speakers who opened us up to the connections 
and unique features of commonwealth countries. 
 
 

We ended the day with an overview tour of the Migration Museum, led by Lata 
Mayer.  Most of us were amazed at its development and hi-tech displays; it is 
one of the great secrets of our city that overseas visitors flock to and school 
children fill during the term time.  Participants were invited to revisit and 
browse at leisure as are RCS members.  It is free on Sundays. 
 
Hettie Tinsley 
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RCS Instrumental Ensemble Concert French chamber Music 
 

After the initial success of the Inaugural German concert in November 2014, the 
RCS Instrumental Ensemble prepared an evocative French program, culminat-
ing in the French Chamber Music Concert in Pilgrim Church at 3.00pm on Sun-
day 29 March 2015. The musicians included some fine Adelaide freelance musi-
cians, skillfully led by Wendy Heiligenberg on violin. Whilst Wendy bore the brunt 
of the musical load, this was shared in various combinations by Sarah King on 
violin, Asha Stephenson on viola, Jacqui Finlay on cello, Penelope Cashman on 
piano, Linda Pirie and Samantha Hennessy on flutes, Amanda Home on clarinet 
and the angelic sounds of Carolyn Burgess on harp.  
 

The repertoire for this second concert was an all-French affair, including evoca-
tive and sensuous repertoire by Ravel, Saint-Saens, Ibert, Berlioz, and, in the 
tradition established in the first concert, bringing the bulk of the ensemble to-
gether for the final item - in this case Ravel's rarely performed gem Introduction 
and Allegro, which features a stunning extended harp cadenza. Patrons after the 
event responded warmly to the repertoire, commenting that it was 'riveting from 
start to finish'. One attendee described the Ravel String Quartet playing as 
'world-class' and others commented that they had discovered some new favour-
ites that they had previously never heard. Rehearsals commenced two months 
prior to the concert date, with all members donating their rehearsal time gener-
ously in the spirit of this venture. The musicians kindly agreed to perform for a 
modest fee, proportionate to their involvement in the program - those that per-
formed a more prominent solo role being recompensed more than the support 
roles, and those who performed in more pieces receiving a slightly larger share. 
Profit-sharing was also offered as an incentive, with a small percentage of the 
box office takings being shared pro-rata amongst the musicians. The musicians 
would like to formally acknowledge the financial support of the Royal Common-
wealth Society for supporting young Adelaide musicians in this venture. The op-
portunity that this funding affords is invaluable in providing opportunities to keep 
talented musicians in South Australia. 
The good news story of the Royal Commonwealth Society's involvement in fos-
tering youth in this area of musical development gained traction in the media. 
The event was widely publicised in print and on the radio, with the help of Ade-
laide publicist Sheila Bryce.  She was able to secure radio interviews on  

 

 

May–July 2015 Newsletter 

Radio Adelaide's breakfast program and 5MBS, where the concert was adver-
tised on several occasions. There was also an interview with Ian Henschke on 
ABC 891. This gave the Royal Commonwealth Society added exposure across a 
range of different target audiences. Several Messenger papers advertised the 
concert, and there was a small article in the March edition of SA Life magazine. 
This generated significant interest in the concert and the overall venture sup-
ported by the RCS.  All of this publicity helped to generally raise the profile of the 
RCS and it's wonderful support of young musicians in SA. 
 

The concert itself was well attended, with around 100 people in attendance. Mar-
garet Lord, President of the Royal Commonwealth Society opened the event, 
and we acknowledge her support of the ensemble as an outgoing President. 
Brian Chatterton fulfilled the role of MC, inserting interesting quotes about the 
composers throughout the program. Libby Ellis, supported by a team of volun-
teers from the RCS, manned the ticket booth, ensuring a smooth entry for pa-
trons. A team of volunteers from the RCS and Co-Opera managed the refresh-
ments, serving tea and coffee, and wine kindly donated by Hans Henkel, a keen 
supporter. The concert was reviewed by Peter Burdon for the Advertiser, which 
also raises the profile of the Society (awaiting review in the Advertiser). 
 

The programs, posters and flyers were again creatively designed by Denes 
Nagy, an Adelaide artist and illustrator, who provided an eye-catching impres-
sionistic design featuring a harp for the publicity of this event, and giving a pro-
fessional overall style for the promotional material and programs, all for a mod-
est fee. Photocopying was kindly donated free of charge by a mutual contact.  
 

Many unpaid hours were donated by many people in countless ways to ensure 
this event was a success, and they are to be commended for their support of the 
ensemble. As requested by members of the RCS Council, the next concert will 
feature chamber music from across the Commonwealth. 

 

Members of the ensemble again thank the RCS and look forward to continuing 
to work with you into the new financial year. 

Linda Pirie 

 


