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Dear Members and Friends 

It has been good to meet you at our functions this year and the interest shown by friends who as yet 
do not belong to the Royal Commonwealth Society Auckland Branch is encouraging. I strongly urge 
these those of you who support our objectives to become members as we need a healthy 
membership to be heard in the current issues under discussion concerning the future of New 
Zealand as a member of the Commonwealth. What are your aspirations for Aotearoa New Zealand? 
How do you want our country to be run in the future? 

These issues are vital for the future well being of our young people and children of this generation. 

At our recent AGM members expressed a desire that we consider making a submission regarding a 
New Zealand Constitution Conversation at present under discussion by an independent advisory 
group, appointed by the Deputy Prime Minister and the Minister of Maori Affairs which has been 
established to listen to, consider and report on people’s views about a range of constitutional issues. 
The 12 panel members come from many walks of life, different ethnicities and regions. For more 
information on the Panel, go to www.cap.govt.nz. 

To this end the RCS Auckland Council has made a submission and mentioned that whatever is 
considered for a constitution, that it also considers the Commonwealth charter so that these values 
are enshrined in any future document. We are aware that caution and careful consideration is 
needed to establish something for which New Zealand is not yet mature enough to accept, as we are 
still struggling to develop a true multicultural society which can work cohesively. 

You are warmly welcomed to the upcoming Breakfast when valuable information will be give by the 
speaker Dr Elizabeth Rata on this current and important subject. 

I look forward to meeting you and your friends at the Dominion Day Breakfast at the Northern Club. 

Kind regards 

 

Leonie Lawson MNZM 

President 
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Dominion Day Breakfast Event 
The British New Zealand Business Association and the Royal Commonwealth Society 
Auckland Branch Inc will co-host a breakfast event on Thursday 26 September 2013 at 7:30 
a m at the Northern Club in Princes Street, Auckland Central, to mark the 106

th
 year of New 

Zealand’s becoming a self-governing dominion in 1907. Dr Elizabeth Rata, Associate 
Professor at the School of Critical Studies in Education at the University of Auckland, will 
speak about the implications of some of the more radical proposals for constitutional change 
in New Zealand that are being considered by the Constitutional Advisory Panel. 
An invitation to the event accompanies this newsletter. 
 

 The 54 countries of the Commonwealth 
 

Antigua & Barbuda, Australia, The Bahamas, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belize, Botswana, 
Brunei Darussalam, Cameroon, Canada, Cyprus, Dominica, Fiji Islands, The Gambia, 
Ghana, Grenada, Guyana, India, Jamaica, Kenya, Kiribati, Lesotho, Malawi, Malaysia, 
Maldives, Malta, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Nauru, New Zealand, Nigeria, Pakistan, 
Papua New Guinea, Rwanda, St Kitts & Nevis, St Lucia, St Vincent & the Grenadines, 
Samoa, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solomon Islands, South Africa, Sri Lanka, 
Swaziland, Tonga, Trinidad & Tobago, Tuvalu, Uganda, United Kingdom, United Republic of 
Tanzania, Vanuatu, Zambia 

 

BRANCH COUNCIL 
President 

Leonie Lawson 

Vice-President                          Vice-President 
Brett Cunningham                     Josephine Howse 

Treasurer                                Councillor 
Christopher Barradale                  John Cox 

 

Correspondence to: 
The President 
Royal Commonwealth Society Auckland Branch Inc 
14B Wilton Street, Remuera, Auckland 1050 
lawsons@xtra.co.nz 

Commonwealth Developments 
 
Some interesting new Commonwealth initiatives have recently occurred in the United 
Kingdom: The formation of Commonwealth Exchange, and the UKIP Foreign and 
Commonwealth Forum Council: , and the publication of Common-Trade, Common-Growth, 
Common-Wealth by Tim Hewish, all serve to promote Commonwealth interests and values. 
 
Commonwealth Exchange (CX) has three particular key areas of focus: Trade, Education & 
Defence (TED). As a digital platform it will link the Commonwealth in a free interaction of 
ideas, expertise and knowledge: http://www.commonwealth-exchange.org/. 
 
The UKIP Foreign and Commonwealth Forum Council seeks to promote a Commonwealth 
free trade area to be called the Commonwealth Market: 
http://www.thecommentator.com/article/4025/commonwealth_market. 
 

mailto:lawsons@xtra.co.nz
http://www.facebook.com/CommonwealthTrade
http://www.facebook.com/CommonwealthTrade
http://www.commonwealth-exchange.org/
http://www.thecommentator.com/article/4025/commonwealth_market
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Tim Hewish, in his article of 11 March 2013 in The Commentator, “People of the 
Commonwealth are family, not foreigners”, quotes from Lord Howell’s speech in the Lords: 
http://www.thecommentator.com/article/2888/people_of_the_commonwealth_are_family_not
_foreigners  
 

 
The Commonwealth may no longer be Anglocentric, but this is where our interests and 
influence radiate out and where our readymade UK opportunities truly lie. This is really our 
Great British repositioning. This must be our strategy and our narrative. 
Not everyone yet sees or grasps what has happened, or how a transformed 
Commonwealth coincides again with our global future and interests and makes for us a 
vast asset. However, it is here that our energies need to be directed as never before if we 
want to survive and prosper in a thoroughly dangerous and uncertain world 
. 

 
The motivating factors common to these initiatives are to be found in the 14 August 2013 
article by Rafe Heydel-Mankoo entitled “Time for a Commonwealth family reunion”: 
http://www.thecommentator.com/article/4051/time_for_a_commonwealth_family_reunion  
 

 
Thankfully, despite years of neglect and inattentiveness, our dependable Commonwealth 
family has not yet abandoned us. We still have time to renew and nurture the shared bonds 
that make us natural partners – it’s not too late. Having sown our continental wild oats we 
are coming to the realisation that blood is thicker than the waters of the English Channel. 
An intelligent debate about maximising Commonwealth opportunities is long overdue. 
Europe has always known that we are more comfortable dealing with our Commonwealth 
cousins on matters of diplomacy, defence and security. We need to be mature enough to 
tell Europe that we also wish to forge independent economic and political relationships.  
Our leaders ceaselessly pay homage to family values, affirming the family as the essential 
unit of society. How right they are. The Commonwealth shares common values, common 
beliefs, common interests and common sense. Let us stop avoiding the awkward 
conversation – it’s time for a family reunion. 
 

 

The Commonwealth Charter 

 
On Commonwealth Day 2013, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II signed the 

 Commonwealth Charter, which concludes: 
We are committed to ensuring that the Commonwealth is an effective association, responsive 

to members’ needs, and capable of addressing the significant global challenges of the future. 

We aspire to a Commonwealth that is a strong and respected voice in the world, speaking 

out on major issues; that strengthens and enlarges its networks; that has a global relevance and 

profile; and that is devoted to improving the lives of all peoples of the Commonwealth. 
 

http://www.thecommentator.com/article/2888/people_of_the_commonwealth_are_family_not_foreigners
http://www.thecommentator.com/article/2888/people_of_the_commonwealth_are_family_not_foreigners
http://www.thecommentator.com/article/4051/time_for_a_commonwealth_family_reunion


4 

 

COMING EVENTS 
 
 

 

Dominion Day Breakfast 2013 
Northern Club, 19 Princes Street, Auckland 1010 
Thursday 26 September 2013 at 7:15 for 7:30 a m 

All Welcome 
 

 

 

Christmas Dinner 2013 
Kinder House, 2 Ayr Street, Parnell, Auckland 1052 

Sunday 1 December 2013 at 12:00 noon 

All Welcome 
 

 

 

Commonwealth Day Observance 2014 
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity, 9 St Stephens Avenue, Parnell, Auckland 1052 

Sunday 9 March 2014 at 5:00 p m 

All Welcome 
 

 
COLOMBO   14-17 November 2013 


