
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Greeting to members and non-members… 

 

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON- Book now for the luncheon on Sunday  

29 November 12:00pm in the Selwyn Library. (flyer sent separately.) 

 

Greetings to Members and Friends - The President writes… 

The Commonwealth Theme for 2016 

Patrons: 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
The Governor-General, Lt. Gen., Rt. Hon. Sir Jerry Mateparae 

President 
Leonie Lawson MNZM 
Vice Presidents: 
Brett Cunningham 
Josephine Howse 

https://royalcommonwealthsocietyauckland.wordpress.com/
https://royalcommonwealthsocietyauckland.wordpress.com/
https://royalcommonwealthsocietyauckland.wordpress.com/
https://twitter.com/AucklandRCS
https://twitter.com/AucklandRCS
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Royal-Commonwealth-Society-Auckland-Branch/345828362277730
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Royal-Commonwealth-Society-Auckland-Branch/345828362277730
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https://www.facebook.com/pages/Royal-Commonwealth-Society-Auckland-Branch/345828362277730
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Royal-Commonwealth-Society-Auckland-Branch/345828362277730


2016 Calendar 

  

REFLECTIONS ON THE YEAR’S EVENTS 

 

Queen’s Young Leaders  

 

HM The Queen -  ‘Longest Reign Achieved’   

 

Forward Thinking   
 

 

The Queen presents Tabby 
Besley, of Wellington, with a 
Queen's Young Leader Award 
at Buckingham Palace.



Gallery – Queen’s Birthday Cocktails 

 Address delivered at the Magna Carta Service. 

Thank for the opportunity to address the service, it is a great honour. 
Extracts from Magna Carta and the lessons in this evening’s service relate to values such as fairness, wisdom, justice 
and liberty. They also suggest we should be able to expect these values to run through our society and system of law 
that governs it. Moreover, we should seek to protect and promote these values not just for ourselves, but others. 
 
Commemorations can be elite-driven, historically focused events, especially those initiated by a land far away, as 
often happens in Commonwealth countries.  
But for me this anniversary is not just history, it’s an opportunity to look forward. And it’s a chance to consider how 
something that happened so long ago in another country can still have relevance today, and here in New Zealand.  
 
When I was asked to chair the committee the formal remit was to promote events to commemorate the 800

th
 

anniversary of the Magna Carta. We could have focused on historical and legal aspects and leaned more towards 
marking what happened in England 800 years ago.  
But my vision was always to make our celebrations as much about New Zealand as possible, think about what the 
Magna Carta means in our country today, and showcase New Zealand organisations,  
History can connect easily to the present if you let it. And the core values of Magna Carta remain as important today. 
even in arenas which no one in the 13

th
 century would have dreamt of.  

When Dr Stephen Winter, who is lead organiser of a lecture series at Auckland University in July, and I  sat down to 
discuss what topics we should include, Magna Carta Online jumped out as a prime topic because digital rights are a 
growing concern.  
In the history of the many physical, legal and political battles for the advance of rights we find many dilemmas are 
raised.  
Freedom online can create risks; but security and surveillance can impose on freedom.  



The battle for the appropriate move forward is not always a smooth one and it is important we enable informed 
dialogue in our society as we proceed to make rules in new areas such as the internet. 
 
We also added a lecture on migration and refugees because it is important to look outwards and work towards 
ensuring those other than ourselves are also afforded the same protections.  
Societies are increasingly diverse; what worked to enable the maximum safety and fairness for human beings 800 
years ago is not going to be the same today.  
So to continue to support progress on the advancement of rights in society, and to keep the spirit of that 800 year old 
document alive, not just for us but our children and grandchildren, we also need to add values spoken of in this 
service, such as love, gentleness and compassion - all of which an event like this provides the ideal environment to 
develop. 
As an academic who believes it is important that universities are connected with society, I thank the Dean and all 
those involved in putting this service together. It encourages reflection on history but also the future; on the rule of 
law, but also society; and government, but also the people. 
As chair of the Magna Carta 800

th
 Committee for New Zealand, I thank you all for being here this evening to 

commemorate such an important event to New Zealand‘s present - and future - in such a valuable way. 
 

Report on the ‘New Zealand National Student  CHOGM  2015’  - by Ahlia Mangin  

The RCS Council accepted the offer by Treasure Chris Barradale, and  youth member Ahlia Mangin, to attend as observers at 

the 2015 Student CHOGM. This is an important event which gives very skilled and active young people the opportunity to 

develop their awareness of Commonwealth affairs is realistic contexts. The participants are likely to be future community 

leaders. 

Ahlia Mangin’s Report 
It was my immense honour and pleasure to attend the 2015 New Zealand Student CHOGM – a marvelous event held 

biennially, and made possible by the hard work and precise organisation of members of Commonwealth Youth New 
Zealand (CYNZ), and the Royal Commonwealth Society. I had the pleasure of meeting Daryl Stevens (Board Chairman of 
CYNZ), and Aaron Hape (Executive Director) – without whom the event would not have flourished as it did over the 
following two days.  

This was my first experience of the kind, my first visit to our capital and to Parliament. I was thrilled to learn that this 
year had brought the largest turnout to date, and the atmosphere was positively buzzing with excited and undoubtedly 
nervous youth when I arrived on the morning of Monday 24th August. Even before the Official Opening Ceremony and 
subsequent formalities commenced, I was particularly impressed with the maturity and charisma exhibited by Te Hira Pere 
– a delegate from Wairoa, who took it upon himself to approach and introduce himself to Chris Barradale, an observer 
representing the Royal Commonwealth Society Auckland branch. It was very easy to forget that we were among the likes of 
mostly year 12 and 13 College students.  

The aim of the occasion is to promote Commonwealth education amongst young people across New Zealand. For two 
engrossing days the chosen delegates from around the country traded their roles as pupils for that of Heads of Government 
and Foreign Ministers of 28 countries within the Commonwealth. A further 6 students were Media representatives.  

Appointed Secretary-General, Wellington’s Scots College Year 13 student Connor Slattery stated his hope to witness 
“lively, passionate and relevant discussion” – a wish that was certainly fulfilled.  

From the onset, following the Official Opening Ceremony hosted by The Honourable Peter Dunne, I was blown away by 
the intelligence and leadership capabilities exhibited by the students present. With most having a background in debating, 
the behaviour they exerted over the next two days was awe-inspiring and left me humbled and with such optimism for the 
future of our nation.  

After a brief “Ice Breaker” session, the students were thrown headfirst into the primary Plenary Session with the 
discussion topic of ‘The World’. In this session the acting Head of Government for each country was to deliver a short 
speech on the notable key issues currently facing their chosen nation. The students had clearly done their homework and 
were certainly well informed but modestly employed more compassion in their leadership than those in the real world. I 
was particularly impressed with the more cultivated responses from Helena Li, representing Singapore, who maintained 
that a current significant issue is “establishing a national identity”, and similarly, Peter Mckenzie – representing the United 
Kingdom passionately and rhetorically questioning “how do we stay relevant?”  

The students were highly engaged which only improved as the hours went by, with conscientious and admirable 
suggestions being brought forth to the Secretaries-General, including domestic tuition fees for students studying abroad in 
fellow Commonwealth countries, and open student visas allowing those to move freely between Commonwealth nations 
on the basis that they are either nourishing their education or the economy of the host country by working after 
completing studies.  

Plenary Session Four focused on ‘Migrants and Refugees in the Commonwealth’. The consensus achieved was that 
countries wracked by internal conflict should seek to have their borders redefined along ethnic or religious divisions. This 
would hopefully stop or seriously reduce bloodshed within the existing defined borders as new countries would be formed. 



The Commonwealth itself could assist with the division of assets and help set up democratic institutions within the new 
countries. 

In the evening we moved into the Banquet Hall to attend the State CHOGM Dinner, hosted by The Honourable Peter 
Dunne. After dinner, The Honourable Phil Goff gave a passionate and engaging recount of his experiences as Foreign 
Minister during the Fiji coup in the early 2000s. Goff’s address was especially significant with Sir Anand Satyanand – an 
Indo-Fijian – in attendance.  

The second day brought no hindrance to the enthusiasm and captivation of the students, with already established 
bonds there was room for more open discussion and participation without hesitance, which made for more lively debate 
and flow of ideas.  

As the plenary sessions progressed, what emerged was that the perceived strength of the Commonwealth relationships 
is in their peacekeeping interactions. On the second day of the conference, the students were faced with a fictional crisis 
scenario that they were to solve by working together as the Commonwealth nations would in reality. The crisis was border 
friction between East and West Estoria – a security situation requiring urgent action to save the lives of those in East 
Estoria, including international citizens and tourists. The Commonwealth nations were to band together and suggest 
potential solutions that were discussed, debated, and ultimately voted on by all – requiring a minimum of 75% support 
from the countries to pass. To my surprise, in the end after much deliberation the students opted for peaceful intervention 
and negotiation rather than forceful military combat to cease the issue. 

Notable was a Keynote address by Children’s Commissioner Dr. Russell Wills, who shared his experiences in New 
Zealand and abroad dealing with issues affecting youth, particularly in areas of health and child poverty. This address was 
clearly relevant and touching to the students as they sat engrossed for the entirety of the presentation. I hope that they will 
be able to adopt what they learned in the leadership roles that they will undoubtedly find themselves undertaking in 
future.  

To my delight, after lunch we processed into the Debating Chamber to witness a question and answer session between 
Members of Parliament. To the awe of all in the viewing chamber, the MPs certainly didn’t hold discussion nearly as 
sophisticatedly as the delegates of the CHOGM. We didn’t stay long as the session started to become heated with 
arguments breaking out and threats from the Speaker to start “throwing people out”. Amusingly, this seemed to give the 
delegates a taste for just how animated debate can get in Parliament and I noted the more vivacious and tempestuous tone 
the deliberation took for the remainder of the afternoon.  

As the 2015 New Zealand Student CHOGM came to a close I found myself reflecting on myself at the age of the 
delegates and thinking my peers couldn’t possibly have been so sophisticated and cultured as the students I had the honour 
of meeting at such a young age. It really was a pleasure and an amazing experience I will never forget. I have a newfound 
appreciation for the importance of Commonwealth education in New Zealand as this experience will be so momentously 
shaping and powerful for all past, present and future participants.  

Lastly, I would like to formally thank the Royal Commonwealth Society (Auckland) for this exceptional opportunity, and 
Commonwealth Youth New Zealand for their impressive and influential organisation and execution of this wonderful event. 
I do hope to revisit and attend the CHOGM in 2017, with faith that it can only grow bigger and better. Long live the 
Commonwealth! 

Ahlia Mangin 
 

Branch Newsletters   

RCS Magazine:  
Commonwealth VOICES is the new RCS magazine containing observations on Commonwealth-wide news, 
developments and concerns, and including high-profile guest contributions, research pieces and 
contemporary essays.  
 

The Queen's Commonwealth Essay Competition 

'An Inclusive Commonwealth' 

The Queen’s Commonwealth Essay Competition 2016 is now open for entries; submissions can be made until 
1st May 2016. 
The overarching theme for 2016 is ‘An Inclusive Commonwealth’, which is also the 2016 Commonwealth Year 
theme, and a topical theme for today’s youth. Both Senior and Junior topics give young people the opportunity 
to think about aspects of the theme such as: the significance of community; the importance of diversity and 
difference; the question of belonging; the values of tolerance, respect and understanding; and the sense of 
shared responsibility that exists within the Commonwealth today. The topics are a chance to develop critical 
thinking and to express views in a creative manner 
. 
The Senior and Junior topics. 
JUNIOR CATEGORY Born after 1st May 2002 (under 14 years)  

https://thercs.org/youth-and-education/the-queens-commonwealth-essay-competition/how-to-enter/
https://thercs.org/youth-and-education/the-queens-commonwealth-essay-competition/how-to-enter/
https://thercs.org/assets/Essay-Competition/QueensEssayCompetition-A4Flyer-2016-v2FINAL.pdf


1  Imagine inviting a stranger to your country. How would you welcome them?  
2  My ideal community.  
3  Are we really so different?  
4  Tales of an ‘insider/outsider’.  

SENIOR CATEGORY Born between 2nd May 1997 and 1st May 2002 (14-18 years)  
1  Let them in.  
2  How can you balance the needs of the individual with the needs of the crowd?  
3  The wealth we have in common.  
4  Is it possible to have an inclusive and tolerant society? 

 
Open to all Commonwealth citizens aged 18 and under, our essay competition offers young people from diverse 
backgrounds the opportunity to make their voices heard on a global platform, to engage with issues important 
to them and to express their aspirations for the future. Each year, participants demonstrate their ability to 
stimulate and provoke discussions about important Commonwealth and global issues from a young person’s 
perspective and to showcase their critical and creative skills. 
History of the Essay Competition 
The RCS has a rich history of nurturing the creative talents of young people around the Commonwealth. We 
endeavour to promote literacy, expression and creativity among young people by celebrating excellence and 
imagination. Run by the RCS since 1883, this international schools’ writing contest – the world's oldest and 
largest – is a highly regarded and popular international education project which we run in partnership 
with Cambridge University Press. 
In 2015, the contest was renamed ‘The Queen’s Commonwealth Essay Competition’, in honour of HM Queen 
Elizabeth II’s role as both Head of the Commonwealth and Patron of the Royal Commonwealth Society. 

 
Can you suggest to a young person you know, who is under 18, that the essay competition is a wonderful 
opportunity for them. Schools will have further details on the mechanics of submitting an essay.  
The website  https://thercs.org/youth-and-education/the-queens-commonwealth-essay-competition/ 
provides full information. 

  

Contacts: [Do you know other people or organisations who should be on our emailing database?] 
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